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To his deare and welbe- 


loved in the Lord,the faithfull En- 
ghſh Companie at Middelburrough, 
increaſe of wiſdome and grace from 
God the Father of our Lord ic ſus Chrilt 
be multiplied. 


Y Oar earneſt requeſt in the Lord ( moſt 


heartely beloued im him) Was , that 

I Would put in Writte to you theſe 
firſt Sermons, Which, at the Will of 
God, 1 preached amongſt you, 7 confeſſe 
that I am obligedtoyou all, in all duties of 
love, becauſe of the abundance of your love 
to me,or rather to the Lord [eſws.T berfore, 
although the coſciece of my \veaknever in- 
ſirmitie aid ever,till this houre, hold me back. 
fro Writing or preseting 14 Writte any of my 
weake labours to the v(e of any: yet, | could 
not reſiſt your lawful & earneſt deſire in this 
particular,praying God to direttitta his plos 
rie & your comfort. Receive the the firſt rwo 
conceaved in ſubſtance as [ delinered them, 
but inlarged according to the ſpeciall conſo= 
latios Which it pleaſed the Lord to miniſter 
unto my oWne heart out of this Scriptere,in 
tame of my moſt beavie ſickenes, when } was 
aayly in hope to goe ont of thns body to dell 
with the Lord. If yee finde any comfort in 
them,give all the glory to him Who is able by 
AL 2 per- 


the niouth of Babes and Sucklings,to mate © 
perfett his prayſe. And not ſtaying as Babes 
vpen the wſe of this mlke,goe on in ſtrength 
by the ſolide comfort of that ſtrong meate, 
which yee have abundantly in the Lords 
great mercie dayly miniſtred unto you, by 
the painfull Iabours and faithfull Watch- 

\ Fulnes of your lowing and learned Paſtour, | 
whom the Lord hath taught to be a Scribe in 
his kingdome,a faithfull and Wiſe ſteward 
go give his children their portion of meate in 
ſeaſon,at Whoſe month recervingthat ſincere 

 mnilkeof the Word,ye ſhall doubtles grow vp 

robe ſpirituall houſe & an holy Prieſthood 
70 God by Ieſws (rift our Lord, Whoſe (pe- 
cial bleſſing 7 pray for to his Warke amongſt 
you, that you ts your Paitonr,and he to you, 
may be aioy,aplorie,and a crowne of reioy- 
fing tn the preſence of the Lord Feſis (hriſt 
at his comming , Whoſe grace , mercie and 


peace be with you all. eAmen. 


Yoursin the Lord 
M, I. F. | 
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1.Epiſt.ofPeter Cap. 1, verſe 3; 


Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
eſs (brift, Who according to his abun- 


dant mercie hath begotten vs againe vn- 
zo 4 lively hope, by the reſurrection of 18- 
J ſus fromthe dead. 


ESSE ] ismoſttruewhich 

C2 & the Apoſtle faith tothe 
| H Corinths, that ef -: 7h:s 1.Cor,15t 
"a Lfe only wee hae hope im 19, 


way whereby the members can enter into 
glorie, but the ſame by which the Prince 
of (fluation was conſccrate, Herefore it is 
 tharthe Apoſtle in this Epiſtle,being to ex- 
' hHortche Saints to conſtancic in holines & 
patient bearing of all afidions, doth lay 
the foundation of his dodrine , and pre- The fight 
pare the way tothis Exhortation, by ſer- ofthi 
ting before their eyes the hope of eternal] viſible 
lifein Heauen with God: Knowing thar 


/ inthislifethereis nothing,no nox the ver 
| Az inward 


| "a 


6 The cauſes of the Saints bope, 
inward beginnings of grace, and ſenſe of 
the goodnes and bounnfulnes of God,& 
| of the peace & toy ſpirituall, that is able to 
vpholdec the Saints 1n ſuffering for Chriſt, 
if they had no eſperance of greater anq 
more exccllentthings after this life in the 
| worldto come, Therefore it 1s that in the 
| Scriptures the ſpirit Icadcth the Saints al- 
wayes to the light of theglory that 1s ro be 
manifeſted, to the Price of their high cal- 
ling in leſus, and to the recompence of re- 
2.Cor.4.to Ward laid vp forthe inthe heancns:Know- 
&c, ing that the dayly bearing about of the 
dying of our Lord in our bodies,and in the 
dayly decay of the outward man, wee were 
notable to endure withour fainting, if we 
did not caſt our eycs vpon things javilible 
-  andeternall, and not vpon things viſible 
AR7:55* which periſh, It was the ſight of the glory 
of God, and of Icſus atthe right hand of 
God that made Stephan ro endure ſtoning 
ro death : It was the (1ght of him who is in- 
viſible, anq of the recompence of reward 
which made Moſe-ro deſpiſe the wrath of 
Heb.11.24 Pharae,&toeſtceme the reproach of Chriſt 
grcater riches then the treaſures of AEgmr. 
tob.10, 2, Ihe thing which did ſuſteine 0b in his 

LOD,19, FR : 

greateſt miſeries, was the hope and aſſu- 
rance he had that he ſhould ſee God in his 
fle(h,although that after his skin,wormes 
ſhould deſtroy his body:even that he him- 
{elfe ſhould ſec him, & that his eyes ſhould 
beholdc him & none other for him.Chriſt 
Heb.12.2, Icſus our Lord himſclfe endured _ 
Crolle 


and infalliblenes thereof. 

croſle and delpiſed the ſhame, for the 1oy 
which was laid before him. According to 
which examples we mult alſo indeyour 
to holde the eycs of our minde fixed ypon 
Ieſus the authour and finiſher of our faith, 
where heſitreth atthe right hande ofthe 
Father crowned with glory and honour; 
waiting ſti] for our bleſſed hope, which al- 
ſo the very Creature waiteth for, and in ggm,g,15 
waiting groneth and laboureth in paine, 
becauſe it alſo is ſubdued vnder hope, thar 
it alſo ſhalbe delivered from the bondage 
of corruption in that day. This 1s the cauſc 
wherefore the Apoltle Percy in this place 
doth ſpeake ſo much of this hope: even 
thar,as hc himſelfe exhorteth vs, wee may 
gird vpthe loynes of our mindes and bee 
ſobcr,and rrulit perfe&ly,orto the ende in 
the grace ny broughtto vs inthe re- 
velation of leſus Chriſt, putting on,as the 
Apoſtle Paw/exhorteth vs, the hope of ſal- 
vation for our helmet, | 

In ſetting downe this hope, the Spirit of 
God for our further comfort and the more 
| ſtrong ainforcivg of the exhortation buil- 
ded thereupon, doth mecte the chiefe ten- 
rations which may aſſault our weakenes in 
the troubles which accompanie the pro- 
feſhon ofthe truth:of which three arc tou- 
ched in the word which we haue read. The 
one concerneth Life it {clfe: rhe other the 
Qualitie and Condition ofthart life: the 
Jaſt the Certaintie and Aſſurance of ir, So 
fit{t becauſe the Apoſtle did knowe howe 
FEY A + harde 
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3 Thecauſes of the Saints hope, 
hard and diffcilla thing itis to perſwade 
man to forſake this preſent world,the life, 
the glory,the riches, the reaſt & plealures 
of it,except hee have cſperance of an other 
world,life,glory.ciches & pleaſure. I hers 
fore doth hee firſt fer downe the cxcce- 
divg mercic and goodnes of God in beger- 
ting vsto the hope of life in the heavens. 
Secondly, in ref the naked hope of an 
ether life 15 not ſufficient ro perſwade vs to 
forſake this life, nor to miniſter ſolide toy 
- In ſuffering farit,except we know that this 
life for wluch we hope, be much more cx- 
ccllent and precious. Therefore in the ſe- 
cond place the Apoſtle deſcribeth rhe cx- 
cellencie of this life hoped for. Thirdly, 
ſecing for the ſolide conſolation, of the 
Saints, It 1s required that not only they 
have hope of life and knowe the excellen- 
Clc of it, but alſo thatthey bee ſuxe mor | 
be fruffrat nor.diſappoinred of their hope. 
Thercfore in the third place hee declareth 
the certaintic & infalliblenes of this hop 
In theſe three points conſiſts the ſubſtance 


"of wecare now to ſpeake, as the Lord ſhal 
aſliſt by his grace. 

Gods bene. But firſt of all beforc we enter to ſpeake 
fits never Oftheſerthree,we muſt conſider rhe maner 
to bere= Which the Apoſtle yſerh in propounding 
membred bf them, which is by way of thankſpiving. 
without To teach vs ih what maner wee ould 
9-26 ſpeak of the bleſſings of God, whoſe good- 

; ncstro vs ſhould never be reme6bred with- 
| | 1h + Our 


th 0, 


of rhe worde which wee hayeread: whera- _ 


oe tp 


and infalliblenes thereof. 
out thankeſgiving to him. tice chooſeth 


vs: he predeſtinaterh vs: hecallerh vs, faith 
the Apoſtle, ro the praiſe of the glory of Ephcſ.1S. 


his grace, Therefore when evct it pleaſeth 
him ro beſtow vpo vs the fruirs of his love, 
and free grace in le{us Chriſt : wee ſhould 
alwaics receiue them, thinke and ſpeake 
of them, ſo as our God receive of vs the 


thing for which hee giverh them, that 1s 


the prayſec of his glorious grace, wherwith 
he dothabound towards vs in all ſpirituall 
bleſiingsinleſus Chriſt. Thereis a great 


difference betwixtthe maner of ſpecch of 


thoſe who ſpeake vpon a bare and naked 
knowledge of the blefiings of God, andof 
thoſe who ſpeake from the ſenſe & feeling 
ofthem,as having taſted themſelves of the 
pes pn and bountifulnes of God in theſe 

leſſingsrowards thein Chriſt, The ſpeech 


of the one as it is without fecling, ſo is it 
feales and withour force : they can ſpeake 


of his goodnes and nortgive him glorie: 
whicreas the other are forced by their fee- 
ling toglorific God becauſe he 1s good, his 
love inthcir hearts conſtrayning them, as 
faith the Apoſtle.This is the cauſe why the 
Saints in Gods word have made ſo many 
ſongs of praiſe ——_— tro Gad: 
ſo \ an is the ſenſe of his mercic, and fo 
deepe was the inſighre they had of ir to- 
wards theſelves, that they have provoked 
all the creatures to praiſe Cats becauſe hes 
1s good, and his mercie endureth for ever: 


 asthough themſelves alone were nor ſuffi- 


Clent 


2, Core$-14 


| 


10 The cauſes of the Saints hope, 
cicntto ſpeake of the praiſe of his grace 
rowards them,yea the helpe of al creatures 
being too roo ſmall in their 1tudgement to 
make the worthely to render him the glo- 
ric of his goodnes to them alone: &know- _ 
ing that their tongues and lips were not | 
able condignely to thanke him, they haue 
called on their ſoules and all that is within 
them to prayſe his holy name. This ſer- 
veth fora trval to vs to examine ourſclues 
in what ſort wee poſſeſſe the knowledge of 
the grace of God towardes man in Chriſt. 
Surely, it is to be feared that there is ſmall 
ſenſe & lively fecling of it within vs, when 
thankfulnes doth nor outwardly abound 
in our ſpeeches and aQtions, And hereby 
may we iuftly c{teeme this age, although ic 
abound in knowledge, yet to haue (mall 
fecling of the things knowen,ſcing the af- 
fections of men are ſo {lenderly rouched 
with the loue of God and his goodnes,net- 
ther heart nor tongue being prepared to 
7  proclayme his prayſe. The Prophet ſaith, 
and ſo doth the Apoſtle,/ beleeved and there- 
8.Cor.4.13 fare / ſpoke: (urcly where faith is, there wilbe 
ſpccch. The Apoſtle therefore writing to 
Calo the Coloflians bids them abounde in faith 
*2e7* with thankſgiuing, The ſame Apoſtle wil - | 
ling to make vs vnderſtand what is the na- | 
ture of true knowledge, afrer hee hath ex- 
horted vs to know the will of the Lord, & 
ro be filled with the Spirit, he ſubioynes an 
exhortation to practiſe the effe&s of this 


knowledge, and amongſt the reſt hee geſt. 
ret 


di / 


- -- 
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and infalliblenes thereof. II 
reth vs alwayes to giue thanks fora] things 
to God the Father in the name of leſus 
Chriſt our Lord,ioyning theſe rwo things 
rogethcr,and teaching vs that no blefling, 
yea nothing ſhould Bappen to vs forthe 
which we ſhould not giue thankes to God. 
For that is the nature of true grace truly 
ingraffed in the heart for all things, even 
for Aﬀfliions to prayle the Lord, Let 'vs 
looke on the example of 74%, when God did 

ermit Satito ſpoyle him of his ſubſtance, 

1s ſpeec h 1s, The Lord bath grven, and the Lord 
hath taken it, bleſſed be the name of rhe Lord, Be- 
holde hee acknowledgeth that it was the 
Lord that did giue, & it was the Lord that 
did take, and hee bleſſed the Lord both in 
giuing him and in takingtrom him. Ifrhen 
the very Aﬀiictions & chaſtiſements, wher- 
by theLord exerciſcth the faith and tryeth 
the patience of his Saints, bee juſt matter 
both of re1oycing, as lames ſaith, and alſo 
of thankſgiuing : how much more ſhould 
we render iheoks to God for our EleQion, 
our Calling, our luſtification, and all rhe 
reſt of his bleſiings both ſpirituall and ba- 
dilie, Let vs learne then with the Apoſtle 
and according to the former cxhortation 
of Pawl,to give thanks alwayes foral things 
to God the Father in the Name of Teſus 
Chriſt our Lord, So much concerning the 
maner of the Apoſtles ſpeaking and pro- 
pounding this blefling, Now wee cometo 
the matter it ſelfe, which wee diuided in 


three, wherof the farlt concerneth the y - - 
ng 


# 


Iob.r.2 te 


lam.r.t, 


'Fhe Father 
to be conli- 
dered 3s 
God and 
Father of 


12 The cauſes of the Saints hope, 

fing of God beſtowed vpon vs. In decla- 
710g of this bleſſing, wee Wo theſe points 
ſcr downe by the Apoſtle in order, 1, The 
Authourand giuer of ir, to wit ze God and 
Father of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt. 2. T he cauſe mo- 
ning him tocall vsro ſo excellent a bleſ- 
{ing,cto wit, his 4bewndart mercie. 3. The pre- 
paratiuc& ficting mindes, wherby he borh 
makes vs able forthe bencfite, and brings 
vs tO 1t,to Wit, The begetting of v: agame.q. The 
bleſſing it ſclfe,to wit,e /mmg hope, or the hope 
ef fe. 5, And laſt, the ground and founda- 
tion of this hope , tO wit, rbe Reſurredtion of 
Chriit from the dead, #; 

Now concerning the firſt,it is the Father 
wo 1s the Authour of rhis blet{1ng,as heis 
the God & Father of our Lord leſusChrift. 
Therefore doth the Apoſtle fo deſcribe 
him in chis pla@e. In the which there are 
rwo things to be noted, 1, That the Father 
muſt be h 
before we obtaine this bleſſing. 2. That the 
Sonne muſt be our Lord befor the Father, 
being nowe both God and Father to the 
Sonne, doe beſtow vpon vs this bleſſing, 
The firſt reacherh vs that our Adoption, 
Calling,&c. are in and for Chriſt, not fim- 
ply as he 15 God, nor ſimply as hee is man, 
but as he is both God and man, and ſo Mec- 
diator berwixt God and man : for as hee is 
man, the Father is his God, and (o doth he 
himſelfe cal him My God,my God, why haſt thow 

forſchen me: and as hee is God, the Father js 


his Facher fzom all cternitic, The ſecond 
| ceacherth 


e God and Father of the Sonne, 


\'4 
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and infalliblenes thereof. ES] 

ecacheth vs chat wee muit bee of the num- 
ber of theſe who are giuen by the Father 
torne Sonne, and for whom the Sonne 
hath dyed rodeliuer the out of the handes 
of their ennemics, that they ſhould ſerue 
him withour feare al the dayes of theirlife Lyue,r.747 
inholines and rightcouſhes beforc him: 
both thele are cuident in the wordes. The 
firſt in that hee giueth thankes ro God 
(for ſo it ſhould bee reade) and' Father of 
Chriſt for this blefling of hope. The ſc- 
cond inthat he ſtyles ChriſtourLord:borh 
conteine not only rare & wonderfull my- 
ſteries, but matter of moſt {ingularcoforc 
and neceſſary inſtruQion to all Chriſtans, 

To ſpgak alitle of the farſt, iris a matter of 
great admiration to ſce the love of the Fa» 
ther toward maſpgreat that he would have 
his Sonne abaſing himſelfe ſo for mans re- 
Ueption,that he would have him become a 
ſcruant and ſubic@ ro obcdience as other 
me. So ſpecaketh the Father by thePropher: 
Behold my ſeruant, 1 will ſtay vpon him mme eled} wn 
whom my Sowle delighterh;, & not only thar, but 
much more that which him ſo abaſed, hee 
would eſtablith his couenir ro be the God 
& Father of Chriſt as hee is man, all man- 
kind hauing loſt that felicity in the fall of 
Adz.ſothat in Chriſt Ieſus,the man bleſſed , $am.7.14 
for cuer,the Father beginneth to be a God conferred 
& Father to mankind againe, Next in this with Heb. 
point 1s to be admired the wonderfulloue 25: 
of the Sonne to man, who bemg mthe forme of phil p 
Ged,thowpht it wo robbery to be equallyputh God, but "4 JOY 
| | bee '* 


Iſay. 41, 


Pal. 22.25 
conferred 


with Heb, 
12. 


Tiay. $.182. 
conferre 
with Heb. 
2.13, 


Luc.2.14, 


Ifay. Yo14. 
& Math. 
Lol 3. 


No ſaving 
krowledge 


nor itzhtof 
God burtin 


14 The cauſes of the Saints hope, 

he made himelfe of no reputation, and tooke on hin 
the forme of a ſernant, and was made like onto men, 
&nd was found m ſhape as 4 man; hee humbled him- 
elfe and became obedjent Vnto thedeath , eventhe 
deatb of the Croſſe, Hereby it cometh to paſle 
thatthe Sonne of God becometly our bro- 
ther, & lo we againe, in Gods infinite mer- 
cie, reſtored rorhe dignitie of the Sonnes 
of God in Chriſt, who hauing taken parte 
with vs of fleſh & blood, was not aſhamed 
tocall vs brethren, vs I ſay, whowm the Fa- 
ther had given him: and ualto the children 
of God. Behold, here am I and the children 
which God hath given me, Thus nothing 
in the world ſhould more reioyce our 
hearts then the incarnation of the Sonne 
of God, by the which glorie came to God 
in the higheſt heavens, peace in the carth, 
and goodwill cowards men : and by the 
which God became to be with vs: therfore 
was he called Emanzel,for the true taberna- 
cle of God became to-bee with men when 
the Sonneof God became man. Thevſe 
for our inſtruction of this firlt point is 
threefold. 1, Wee muſt hereby learnethar 
God maketh his covenant of grace imme- 
diatly,and firſt with his Sonne made man: 
forthis is the wordeof the covenant,/ wlbe 


Chriſt, your Gor, and yee ſhale »v people : and in the 


place before cited out of the 2.of S2m.cap, 

[ wiibe hi; Father, and he fh.ilbe my Sonne. | hus 
none in all the world of all the poſterity of 
Adam was worthy, with whom the Lord 


ſhould entcr in covenant, but his.Sonne a- 
lone, 


—— —— 


— cc —_ u_ 


TN DT I ee een > <—_—_— -i . 


and infalliblenes thereof. rf 
lone, in whom itis that weeare made the 
children of God, hee firſt becoming our 
brother, Thus it is cvident that we cannot 
have the Lord ro be cither God or Father 
to vs, but in Chriſt, Therefore he fendeth 
this Mefſagc with Marr to his Diſciples, as 
the moſt comfortable that he could ſende 
after his Reſurreon: Geero my Brethren and 
ſay to them,1 aſſende to my Father, and your Father, 
ro my God and your God, I heretore the nature 
of rrue faith is alwayes to looke to God in 
Chriſt, & ro behold all bleſſings comming 
from the Father in and for Chriſt, 8& to ſce 
God.to be a God & a Father in him alone: 
ſo that who looketh not to Godin Chriſt, 
can ſce nothing in him ro comfort them, 
bur by the contrary they muſt ſee him ar. 
med with wrath and iuſtice to their ever- 
laſting confuſion as their ludge and not as 
their God, The ſecond is that they doe not 
know G<d aright vnto ſalvation, who only 
know him as tne Father of the Sonne, and 
doc not knowe him as their God: for it is 
not ſufficient to know the myſterie of the 
Trinitie vnto Salvation, but wee mult alſo 


Fd 


loh-20.17s 


The knowe- 


ledgeof the 


INcarmatllon 


know the myſterie of the humiliation of gfthe Song 


the ſecond perſon, whereby hee became a 
ſervant to the Father,& the Father became 
his God, Therefore muſt we both learne 


*ro know the crernal generation of the Son 


as God cquall with the Father: And that 
alſo whereof the Lord ſpeaketh in the 2. 
Pſalme: Thow art my Senne, this day hawe [ begot - 


renthee, Whereby 1s vnderſtood the mani- 
tcita- 


nece flary 
ro Lite. 
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16 Thecasſes of the Saints hope, 
feſtation of the ſonne in the flcth, and de- 
claration of him now to bee the Sonne of 
God, The third vſe is, to know the diuers 
grounds of Gods diſpenfation of his bcne- 
fires ro man, which are two: The firſt is in 
his Sonne, as Creator,Rulcr, Vpholdcrof 
the world,in whom they arc,thcy live,they 
moouc,and who giueth toallitc & breath, 
and all things: by which reaſon alſo all 
men are the generation of God, in refpect 
of theircreation. The fecond ground of 
his diſpenſation 1s in his Sonne, as Redee- 
mer of the world, and Mediatour betwixt 
the Father and Man, being himſclfe both 
God and Man,and hauing the Father both 
God and Father to him, that hee mighr 
bring the reſt of the children giueEro him, 
notonly to the dignirie of ſonnes againe, 
bur alſo to the glorie. In which reſpe@ the 
elect, all the generation of God by regene= 
ration and new birth, beſides that they 
are the generation of God with thereſt of 
the world, by creation, &c. according to 
the diverſitic of their groundes, ſo is the 
diſpenſation of God to men divers, The 
firſt is, the ground of his diſpenſation, to 
the reprobarcs, yea to all his other crea- 
rures. Theſecond is, the ground ofhis aiſ- 
pevfation to his elect. And becauſe the firſt 
ground concerneth this life: therefore is 
it char God beſtowerh on the reprobates, 
aboundance of carthiy things, as riches, 
honour, kingdomes and Empires, and yet 
al in his wrath,becauſe they receyue them 
nor 
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not in Chriſt, the only cauſe ot his loueto 
man: & ſoit ſhall cometo paſſe,that many 
who hauc molt of this wordly wealth, rit- 
ches and plealures from God, (hall ncucr- 
theles be caſt by kim in hell fire: therefore 
we mult nu; 1udge of Gods fayour to men 
by the outward blefſngs of this life, where- 
of all are partakers : for God makerh his 
funnc to ariſc on the evyul , and the good, 
and ſcudceth raine on'the iuſt and vniu'?, Math.5.4F. 
The ſecond ground of Gods diſpenſation 
concerneth {pecialliethel:fe ro come (atH- 
beit the children of God haue the pro- 
miſe both of tins life and the life to come,) 
therfore is 1t that the Lord beſtowetk his 
love, his merÞic, h15 grace, and all his ſpirt- 
ruall- bleflings, ro none, but ſuch as arc li- 
uely members of leſus Chrilt his Sonne: 
who doe worlhip him in Chriſt his Sonne 
made man,who docometo him by Chriſt: 


who doe call vpon him in the name of 


Chriſt: whodoc acknowledge Chriſt to be 
their wiſedome, their righteouſnes, their 1,Cor,1.30 
ſanikcation, and redemption. Therforc, 
we should ſtudie ro have part in Chriſt, if 
wee dclire to receiue from God cternall 
life: bur more of this in the next point, to 
wit,that it behoucth Chriſt ro be our Lord, 
before we recevuec the bleſhngs from God, 
which now followeth. In this point wee, / 
have to conſider : Firſt, how many WAyCcsS ; f 
Chriſt 15 the Lord of Mankinde, and next 
in what ſenſe hee is called our Lord by the 
Apoltlgs: As for che firlt, ”_ finde him _ 
rag 


Xad 28.18; he is called Lord as h«© is the ſonne of man: 


x8 Thecauſes of the Saints hope, | 
| the ſcriptures three mancr of waves Lord, | 
How many Fitſt, as wee haue God the Creatour of all x01 


wayes things, in Which reſpect, he 15 allo Lord of 
Chiiltis 1 things: ſceing all things receyued their 
Lord. being from him, and are ſuſtayncd by rhe 
| ower of his worde, Concerning the firlt, 
Heb,1.3; in Pſalmec 102, Hee 1iscalled Lord : Thou O | 


Lord from the begmning ltydeſt the foundation of 
/ theearth , and the heavens are the workes of thy 
bxades, Further it 1s (aid concerning his au- 
thoritic : Thy Throne O God 1s from euerlaitimg to 
everlatmg, And touching the ſame, and 
the ſecond alſo, in the firit to the Hebrues 
it is ſaid, that by him God made the world: 
& therafrer, thar he ſuſtaines all things by 
the mighric power of Is worde.Sccondly, | 


for cucn as he 1s man, he hath recciued all 

"Colof. 2.10, power both in heauen and in earth, andis , 
made the head of all principaliry & power, 
Plal.8, and 1s crowned with glory and honour, 
Heb. 2.7.8. and 1s ſctt aboue all the workes of Gods 
handes,and hath all chings put in ſubiecti- 

Phil.2.4. on vnderhis fecte, and hath a name giuen 
and 10,17, him abourc all names : that at the na:nc of 

laws, ihould every knee bowe, both of 
things in heauen and things in eartn, and: 

Fokin 17.2, things vnder the earth : And that every 
rongue ſhould confeſſe thar Jeſus Chriſt is 

rhe Lord, vato the gloric of God che Fa- 

ther: And this dominion is generall ouer 

all fleſh, and aboue all principalitie and 

power, and might, and domination, and 

every name that 1s named, So that hereby 

he 


Ephe.1. 21, 
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he is Lord of the very Diuels and of the re- 
probares, no lefic then of the poo and c- 

teAt. Bur the en4 wherefore hee received Toby 14.4; 
this power, is not one to both : for rothe "T 

elect ir is that he may giue ro them erernal 

life,burt ro the other 1t 15 that he may cruth 

them with a ſcepter of yron,and breake py, ,.g 

them in pieces ike a potters velſel!. Which Reyel. 2. 27 

1s a great conſolation to all that are his 

members: knowing thar all their gwgene- 2: Thet, 7.8 

meyrs both bodily and ſpirituall are ruled 929 

by their Lord and Saviour, and that the 

 heauens arc his, and all char therein 1s:and 

\ theearth is hrs, and thattherein 1s, So that 

\ nothing can be wanting torhem that feare 

hin. Laſtly, he 1s Lord ipeciallie andonl 

of his Saints and Church of God which Eviie.z.2F. 

he hath purchaſed ro him ſelfe by his own 26.27. 

blood, And thereforc beſyde this gencrall | 

Dominion which is ginen him ouer all 

creatures, he is ſpectallic anoynred and fer |" : 
: E p 1.71. 

king vpon S10n, the Lordes holy Moun- >, and 33 

raine, and hath reccined the throne of 54.95. 

his father Dauid, foraigne over the houſe Plal. 2.6. 

of lacob for ever, and is made aboue all Luc-1:-32- 

things, the head of the Church : in which Epheſ-1-22, 

reſpeQ theele& are ſaid, only ro be ginen loh.10.19. 


to him of the Father, whereas in reſ{pe& of _ one” 


1-Pet.2. 24. 
Coloſ(-1.14 


his general Dominion, all things aregiven ,,.,,.,, 

him of the Farher. This Dominion and «, Per. 2.4. 
Lordſhip conſiſterh in the Right thar Heb.2.5, 
Chriſt hath to vs by his owne purchaſe : & 

m the (piritual pouctyennrn of his Saints 

by his ſpirit an 


word: Ruling thereby in 
B 2 cheip 


'* _J,Cor.7:3r 


> VIS 


Isha $.2.7o 
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their hearts, & nor ſuffering any more Sa 


than nor (in ro beare rule1n their mindes, 
bur making them as acholen generation: a 
Royall Pricithood:an holy Nation: a peo- 
ple ſet arlibcrrie, ro ſhewe foorth the yer- 


tues of him that hath called them our of 


darknes into his marvelous light: And this 
is the kingdome of Chriſt which is noc of 


this world, but isicalled the kingdome of 


the world to come, becauſe it concerneth 
not the things of the world belonging to 
this earthlic and corruptible life, but the 
things that belong to the ſpirituall life of 
Godinyvs: increating vs over:g ine to his 
Image,and making vs partakers of ai} the 
ſpirituall bleſſ11gs thatare in the heauen- 
lie places in ChriitIeſus him ſelfe, And ſe- 
condly,itisſo called, becauſeirt ſhall nor be 
perfyted inthis world, but in the world to 


come, when the ſhape and forme of this 
-world ſhall be aboliſhed and paſſed away. 


Theſe are the three wayes that Chriſtis ta 
be conſidered Lord in the ſcriptures. ln 
the firſt ce{pect,heis Lord with the Father 
and with the Spirir, and hc is the very life 
of che world,in whom al things have their 
naturall being|and mooning, and fo are 
bonnd for this very life to ſerae him. In 
the ſeconde reſpec hee 1s made Lord by 
the Father, who hath giuen him the pree- 
minenceinall things aboucall crearures, 
that hee {ſhould rule the world and CX.C- 
cute iudgement, as hee is the Sonne of 
Man, In which reſpec all Knees mult bow 

| to 
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to him, and euery mouth {halbe compel. 


led to confefſle him the Lord, when all his 


enemies ſhalbe made his footeſtoole, In 
the third reſpect , hee is Lord by Conque- 
ſting of vs out of the handes of Sathan 
and all our ſpirituall enemics, and fatiſ- 


factis of the Fathers 1uſtice for our ſjnnes, . 


appointed by the Father, and ſetr ouer 
the houſe of Gad as the only Lord therof: 
the only High Pricſt and Prophete, So 
that in this reſpe&@ it is (aid by the Apoſtle, 


that wnto G1 , there 15 bu one-Ged, which is that I. 


F.uther of whome are all things, and wee mhim, 
And oxe Lord leſus Chritt , &y whomn are all thmgs, 
and wee by bim, SO that weeare to acknow- 
ledge no other Lord ouer vs, as wee are 
the houſe of God and members of the 


Cor. 5,&4 


body of Chriſt, bur Chriſt alone : ſince _- 


none but Chriſt alone hath bene crucified 


for vs, Therefore doth the Apoſtle ihewe Heb, z. 


plainelie, thar Moſes, who had thegreate(t 
authority in the houſe of Gad, of anv mor- 
tall man before the Apoſtle, and who was 
faithfull in all the houſe of God, thar yer. 
he was not Lord of the houſe, but in 1t was 
es a ſcruant: and thar Chirlt only, as the 
Sonne, is ouer his owne houſe. And the 


Apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking of himſelfe an 


and 6e | 


\ 


d 2,Cor-4,5. 


the other Apoſtles, declared tharthey ne- Ay creaturs 


ver preached them(clues to bee the Lords 
of the Saintes, but the Lord Ielus to bee 
the Lord, and themſelunes ſeruants to the 
Church for Chriſtes ſake , Nowe Chrift 
being Qur Lord in all the threereſpeRes, 

B 3 wee 


obliged to 
acknow- 
ledge 
Chriſt 
their Lord 
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we haue to conſider the yſe hereof, andin 

which of the three he is here 1n this place 
, called our Lord: By this doArine 1t is ma- 

nifeſted, that whether we be of the number 


gi} of theſe that haue no minde of any liſe bur 
of this preſent life, whether we be ſuch as 2 
regard the courſe of this world, and go- ; | 
vernement of all the affairces ofthis life; or : 


whether we be ſuch as haue our mindes lif- 

red vptothe heauens in reſpec of thelife 

to come: we muſt alway, at leaſt ought al- 

wayes to reuerence Chriſtas our Lord ne- 

vertheles if 1n the firſt degree we only ho- 

nor him,that 1s as heis theAuthour of this 

macrtall life , wee are no better then the 

beaſtes and moſt inſenſ{1ble creatures, who 

iD that reſpe@ in their owne kinde, doe 

plorifie him:yea we are more ſenceles then 

Rom. 8.19, the ſenceles creatures, who with groning 
waitefor the manifeſtation of the ſonnes 

of God. If in the ſecond reſpeA, wee only 
acknowledge Chriſt our Lord, then are we 

in no better caſe then the reprobates, and 

Denijls themſelves, who haue confeſſed 

AR. 19.15. Chriſt the Lord, and acknowledged his 
- authoritje in begging libertie ro enter in | 

Mat $.29.' ſwyne before they durſt doe it: and in the 
3nd 3r, end ſhall all bee compelled ro confeſſe it. 
The ground, and comfort and cauſe of all 

-truc happineſſe,is,to haueChriſt onr Lord, 

in the third reſpe@: and this is, when his 

ſpiritual kingdom 1s erected 1n our hearrs, 

which ſtandeth not in meare nor drinke, 

nor any thing whereby this mortal] life 1s 

| MA1lNn- 
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Maintayned, burin rightcouſtnes & peace 
and ioye 1m the holy Ghoſt, ariſing vpon Rom,a4.197 
the aſſurance of che remiſſion of our (inns, 
and 1uſiification by faith in the blood of 

ſus, and this bleſſed hope of eternal life 
111 the heauens, In this luſt ſenſe is it thar 
herc Chriſt 1s cailed our Lora, & in reſpe&t 
of this Lordſhipand Dotninjon of Chriſt 
ouervs, and 1n vs, 1s it, that wee receyue 
from the Father, this bleſſed hope: The 
ſence whereof maketh vsto render glorie, 
and honour, and thankes, and praiſe to 
him in Chriſt, as the Apoſtle here doth. 
In rcſpect of which kingdome it is,that in 
the 97,98.and 99. Plalmes,the ſea,the yles, 
the floods, & Mountaines, are Commaun- 
ded to reioyce,to fing,to clap their hands, 
ro praiſchim,to tremble and be moued at 
his preſence, and gloric of his power, and 
toexaltand worthip him. 

The vie of this do&rine is twoofolde: 
Firft,it warneth vs to examine our hearts, 
if Chriſt haue come in to dwell inthem, 
11 rightcoulnes, in peace, and 1oy of the 
holy Ghoſt,and ſo haue made vs partakers 
of his death and life, and giuen vs the ear- 
neſt of our inheritance,cven the holy Spi- 
rit of promiſe :; then may we reioyce trulie, 
and then ſha}x we haue 1uſt reaſon ro glorie 
in the hope of the glorie of God, hauing | 
peace wh God throughleſus Chriſt K. RN 
Lord: Where hy the contraric, they thar 
have not Chriſt raigning in them , or will 
not hauc him to raigne over then, after 
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the laſt reſpect: haue co looke for nothin 
bur according to that which of the Par 
miſt 15 ſajde: That the Lord ſhall ſpeakg 
tothemin his wrath, and vexe them 1n his 
fore diſpleaſure : And according as it j 

{aide by Icſus himſfelfe, that they hal 


brought and ſlaine before him. Therfore © 


blefſed are they that doc ſubmit them- 


ſclves to the Goſpell of Iefus, which ' is 
the ſceptsr and ſword of his kingdome; 
and woe thalbe to allrhem that repine a- 
gainſtir, * 

The ſecond vſc of this point 1s,to teach 
vs to know, if our thankeſgiuing to God, 
be riyhelie giuen, and if it proceed of the 
righr ground. TheApoſtle to the Epheſians 
biddeth vs, that we grue thankes at all trmes and 
or all thmgs.Bur to whom? To h1m,ſayeth the 
Apoſtle,who 1: God CF Father, And after what 
maner:thatdoth he alſo declare, ſaying: / 
the Name of our Lord Ieſus ChritF, Whatſocucr 
bleſſing then it be which we receive from 
God, he jt bodily or ſpirituall, concernin 
citherthis life orghe Nife to come, we my 
acknowledgethe giuer both God and Fa- 
ther : thanke him as God and Father, and 
that in the Name of leſus our Lord. Ther- 
fore they doc not glorifie God aright by 
thcirthankeſgiuing, who do not acknaw- 
ledge him ro beſtqwe theſe benefites vpon 
them as their God and Father in Chriſt, 
according to this covenant, and who in 
thankelg1uing doc not glorific God inthe 
name 
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name of lcſus, as their Lord. For this 
cauſe the Apoſtle to the Colofhans com- 
maundeth vs : chat whatſoeuer wee doe m word 
or deed , wee doe it all ia the name of the Lord 
Teſas : and thereto more particularly hee 
addcth concerning thankeſgiuing: giving 
thankesto God the Father through him, 
To teach vs after what manner we ſhould 
thanke God arighrt for all things. And 
hcrevnto agrecth that which the Apoſtle 
to the Hebrues tcacheth vs, when hee 
biddeth vs that wee ihould haue grace 
in our hcarttes, by the which wee may 
ſcrue God ſo as hee bee plealed, For where 
Grace is not,and ſo by conſequence, where 
the knowledge of God in Chriſt is nor, 
and the kingdome of Chriſt is not erc- 
Qcd in, the heart, in righteouſncs, peace 
and ioy of the holy Ghoſt, there is no 
thankſgiuing proceeding from that heart, 
that can bee acceptable to God, No, no- 
thing that is done for his ſeruice, can 
be acceprable vnto him , For as wee hauc 
alrcadie {aid before out of the Pſalmiſt and 
other A poſtles: 1 beleeved,therefore did I ſpeake, 
2.Cor.Cap 4,verſ,13.the {peach to God, 
or of God, That wnich proceedeth nor 
from faith, ſhall neuer bee accepred of 


him. Therefore is it that the Apoſtle. 


biddeth ys, har wee ſhould abound in faith with 
thankeſprumg, to informe vs, that all true 
thankeſgiuing muſt be accompanicd with 


Thus 


faith, and flowe therefrom. 


1 


/ 


Coloſ: Zo] #7 


Heb. 1 3.2K 


Pſal.116,18 


| 
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Thus much concerning this firlt point, 
thatis the Authour of this benefite of a li- 
vcly hope. Nowe followeth the ſecond 
point, rouching the caule moouing God 
the Father 1n Chriſt tro begett vs to his 
hope, and that is his aboungant mercie. 
Mercie the In this point, we haue twoo things to be 
nga it 9 Sens 7s he any Om C - 444 
uing God to bring vs ro his bleſſing, whic 
x _ ishis MERC1E. Theſecond is, the qual1- 
| tie of his mercie, which mooveth him ro 
graunt this bleing, which ſtandethin the 
meaſure of it, in thar it is called, hrs abew- 
dant mercie , As touching the firſt, it plainly 
laycth downe before vs our owne miſeries: 
Firſt, 11 that we were ſuch as had need to 
be pitied, & vpon whom the Lord ſhould 
.haue compaiſion, as being in miſerable 
cace,and vnable ro dejiuer our ſeluesfrom 
our miſcrie: For where there is no helpe 
lefr but that which ſtandeth jn rhe mcrcie 
of our Iudge, he alſo being our partic, the 
caſe mult necdes be moſt miſerable, Nowe 
I3tis playne by the Apoltle,thar if God had 
not had pittic and cottnpaſſion on vs, wee 
had neucr attained, not ſo much as to any 
hope or cfperance of eternall life, ſecing 
nothing els bur his owne mercic and pitic 
did mooue him to call vs to this bleſſed 
hope: which 15 moſt plainly ſer downe by 
the Apoſtle: to the Epheſians, in that hee 
Ephe.2.3:4 jmaketh all men, both lewe and Gentile by 
nature,to be the children of wrath;and the 


- Cauſcofour calling, regeneration bon ſa- 
crie 


bi, 
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Fertie from that wrath, to bee the riches of 

Gods piticand compaſſion,and the aboun- 

dance of mis love, Secondly, this ferterh 

before vs the nature of our God, thar it is 

ſuch, as he himſelfe proclaimed, when hee 

made all his goods goe before Moyles, and 
proclaimed the Name of the Lord beforc 

im, ſaying: The Lord,t he Lord : ffronge, merci- Ex0,34.6.7, 

full and gracions ; flow e to anger, and aboundant m 
gooanes and irueth: reſerumpg mercee for thouſandes: 
forginmg imquitie and tranſgreſſion, and '[mne, Cc, 
Therefore it 1s thar Dauid hauing, talted 
of the mercie and kindnes of the Lord, 
doeth thewe foorth ro the world the ſame, 
ſaying * The Lord ss mercifull and righteous, and Plal.3<5. 
err God 11 full of compaſſion. Andagaine, He m- Plal. 34.8, 
dureth but 4 whyle in his anger, but m his ſ.1Vour 15 ; 
byfe. Weepmg may abyde at enenmp, but ry commeth 

m the morning. Allo heinviceth the world ro 

prooue how good the Lord is, Saying,Ta/te 


Plal, 116.5, 


ye aud ſee how pratious the Lord 15, And for this 


caulſc, doth Danid rake occaſion to praiſe 

the Lord, and ro refolve with nim ſelfc ro 

prayſc himin the ſaid 34. Palme: /wdlal- Plal.24\f- 
wa) giue thankes vnro the Lord : his prayſe ſhalbe m 

any mouth contmuallie,and doth inuite and wil 

all others ro praiſe the Lord with him, ſav- 

Ing : Prayſe the Lord with mee, and let 6s magnifie pal. 3-4/3 
his Name together, And further hee doth re- | 
ſolue, to rcioyce and glory in the Lord, & 

in his mercie, ſaying: [ wilbe plad and rewoyce m 

his mercie. And againe: My ſoule ſhall glory m the 

Lord. Andallo exhorteth the righteous and 

SAINTS 70 lowe the Lord, ty to rewoye m hum, becauſe 
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of b11 mercie, ſaying in the 31. Plalme : Lowe 

the Lord all yee Samtes,zpe. And the Z2. Plalme 

and [ 1.verſe. Bee gladde ' yee righteous , and re 

woyce 112 the Lord, and bee wyfull all yee that are $p- 

r1ght mm heart, And fo in the beginning of 

the 33. Pſalme, and many other Pſalmes, 

The vſeof this poynt is: Firſt, to humble 

vsall before the Lord our God, as beeing 

ſuch who haue forfaitcd all felicitie, thar 

there 15 no hopeof bleſſednes, nor lyfe left 

Gal. 3922s 1. butin the mercie of God, againſt whom 
wee hauec ſinned, for all are included vn- 
dcr f1nne, that the promiſe by the faith of 
Iefus Chriſt, ſhould be giuen to them that 
belecue: And Ged hath ſhut Gp all in vnbeleefe, 
that hee mioht haue mercie on all, So that wee 
Jer. lawent. uſt all confeſſe with the Prophete:That ze 
3-nd 22, ;, the Lords mercie,that we are not conſumed. And 
agauinc: Except the Lord of Hoaſtes had reſerued 


Rom, at.3 2 


—__ "9 #0 his a {mall rem1iiAaunt,wee fpould haue bene 4: Se- 
dome, and ſhould he bene hike to Gomora, For as 
Row. 3-9. the Apoftle ſaycth: 41 both lewe and Gentile 


and 23.24 ©* bnder [mne : there 1s none righteous : no, not 
one, (7c. For all haue ſinned, and are deprived of the 
glorie of God, and are mHified freebie by hi: grace, 
Thereforeletvsall learne to obey the cx- 
hortation and inſtruction given by God 
; ro vs, by the mouth of his Prophere, thac 
Micab, 6.8. js to humble our ſelues: ro walke with 
Jem. 4 6.7, 2ur God. And as the Apoſtle ſaith: Ler Vs 
EN * ſebmit our ſelues to God, for hee reſiſteth the prouat, 

10, | | 
and giueth grace tothe bumble : Let vs caſt downe 
oar ſelves before him, and hee will lift $1 Vp. Here- 


vpon doth follow the ſeconde vic, which 
IS, 


. = | g 


and infalliblenes thereesf. 29 
is, ro conuince all chem rthar put the caule 
of their ſaluation, or hope of faluation, ei- 
ther in the power of their free will, orin 
the metite of their workes, or any other 
thing whatſocucr, except inthe mercy of 
God enly. For Godwitnefied of himſelfe 
in the Prophete Eſaic: 1, ee 1, am hee, that 
prurteth away thme miquities. for mme cwne ſake, 
Eſa.cap-43.veri,z 5. And the Apoſtle plain- 
ly reſtiftierh, rbar by grace wee are [aued threugh 
faith, Epheſ.cap.2.ycri{.8. Andlcaſtthat any 
man ſhould thinke, that to belecue were 
in his owne power,and did proceed from 
himſelfe, & therefore that his ſafetic were 
of himſc}fe, the Apoſtle addeth, xd rhar nor 
of owr ſelwes, it 11 the gift of God, And yer further 
ro make it morecleare, hee ſubtoyncth, 
that it 15 not of werkcs, that we are ſaued, And he 
giucth the reaſon twoofold. Firſt, af av 
man frould boat? hin:ſelfe. For as the Apoſt ec 
in an other Epiſtle affirmeth: All reioy- 
cing ,al}gloriation of man in himſclſe, is 
excluded, and that by the law offaith,and 
notof workes : forif our Iuſtice did come Rom.z.297; | 
bv our workes, then had we wherein to re. . and 4.24 | 
1oyceand glorie. Ard for this cauſe allo 
1s it,that God doth choo{(e the vyle things \ 
of this worlde, rhe fooliſh and the weake, | 
euen tharno flech should reioyce or glory peer nals 
in his preſence, for wee are that which wee tome 
are, of him in Chriſt leſus, and not of our 
ſelves,nor in our ſelves ſaith theApoſtle,be 
it Wieſdom, iuſtificati6,ſatifcation, or re- 


demption. That according as it is written. 
| Hee 
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Gall-2.16. 


Phil.2-13. 


2. Cor.12.2 


aud 3, 


Rom. 11.5. 


: 


zo Thecauſes of the Saints hope, 
Heethat rcioyceth, ler him reioyce in the 
Lord. 

The ſecond reaſon of the Apoſtle ro the 
Epheſians, 1s, Becauſe rhe power of domey good, rs 
not of our ſclues, nor m eur ſelues, becauſe we are the 
workmanſhip of God, created to good workes. And 
this Crcati6(faith the Apoſtle) is 1n Chriſt 
Ieſus, & therefore not tn our ſelues, Ther- 
forc it 1s not of our {clnes that we do good, 
but of God, who worketh im Gs both the will and 
the deed, and that of his good pleaſure, Neither 
haue we the vertues inour {clues of wor- 
king good, but inChriſt Jeſus,thar we 1nſt- 


ly ſay with the Apoſtle ro the Galathians, 


It 1s not we that lit any more, but Chrii? that lmeth 
m 6&5. And therefore with the ſame Apoſtle 
to the Corinthians: Onr rezoycing thould 
be not 1n our {cluces,but in the man, whach 
is Chriſt, And we ought to acknowleige 
with him that what we are, we are it by theFtace 
of God: And when welabourin well dothg,ze 
£5 not we,but the grace of God which r5 with vs;1 his 
ſcrveth to vs for two things, toinſtrutt vs, 
not with Papiſt or other wharſoeuer, to al- 
ſcribe merires toour workes, or to eſteemie 
the cauſc of our eleCtion,calling, iuſtihca- 
tion, orglorification to be in our ſelucs or 
our workes, but in the free grace of God. 

T herfore doth the Apoſtle ry thcRomans, 

declare,rhar the remnaxt which are ſaved, are re- 

ſerued according to thezledtion of grace: and ther- 

vpon concludeth, that if clection bee of 
grace, it iS no more of workes,elſe were 


grace no more grace: And it ut be of works, 
251. We 


ii 


qi 


and infalliblenes thereof. 3x 
then it 15 no more of grace, or els, Workes 
were no more works. 50 ay we conclude 
here , of owr calling 10 the hope of hfe; ſince the 
Apoſtle {aith, 1t 1s of Gods aboungdart mer- 
cy,thanit isnor of merit, els were mercy 
no more mcrcy :;andifit be of merite, 1r 1s 
no more mercy,or cls merite Wereno more 
merite, Thecaulſetherefore moouivg God 
rocall and ele& vs,isno wayes in vs, but in 
God himſclfe,Therecfore doth the Apoſtle 


{ay ro the Epheſians, that God harh prede- gype, 1,5, 


ſtinated vs to be adopted through Chriſt 
in himſclfe, And what was the cauſe in 
himſelfe mooning him, the Apoſtle like- 
wiſe declareth it (According 10 thegood pleaſure 
of biswil,) And moreouerin the next verſe, 
he maketh it more plaine, ſaying: That ir 
1s his grace wherewith hee hath :nade vs 
freely accepted in his beloved: & yer more 
amplie, hee clearcth this, adding in the 7, 
verſe, I hat the redemption which we haue 
by the bloudof lefus Chriſt, s alſo accordmg 
to hrs rich grace, Declaring that whither wee 
look ro God ingiuing Chriſt to dye for vs, 
or Whither wee conlider God iuſtifying vs 
in Chriſt, avd accepting of vs in him for 
the merite of his death,applying or impu= 
ting the ſame ro vs: Therewas, nar 1s 10- 
thingthart mooueth him ro doe fo, but his 
owne grace. For as 1t 1s Written, /wl hawe 
mercy Gpon him, to whom 1 will ſhew mercie:07 wil 


baue compaſſion Fpon him on whom [will hauecom-. Rom. 9.15, 
p4{jrom. So that it 1s not m him that milleth nor mm & 16.&18 


him that ruwneth , but in God that ſheweth mercie. 


And 


4 


Exod.33 19 


32 Thecaxſes of the Saints hope, 
And therefore hec hath mercy on whoyty 
hee will, and whom hee will, hardencth, 

.'Theſccond thing that hereby we [carne 
15, that comfortablc leſſon which the ſpirit 
of God teacheth vs by the Apoſtle ro the 
Romanes, reaſoning from this mercicand 
lone of God rowardes vs in Chriſt, who 
when wee were yet of no ſtrength, at his 

Rom 5-d.7- time, dyed for the vngodly : God ſerting 

dg. ive foorth his merucillous loue to vs Mhac 
wahylewe were yet ſinners, Chriſt dyed for 
vs. Whereupon he concludeth, that nowe 
being iwuſtified by his bloud, we ſhall mach 
morc bee faued from wrath through him. 
For as the the Apoſtle ſayeth./fwhen we were 
enemies, wee were reconciled to Gee by the death of 

Fphe, 2.3, 4 4's Sonne, much more bemg __—_ we ſ.4!be [aGed 

ands, Gyhilife.For that mercy that mooucd God 
when we were dead infinncand treſpaſle, 
being by nature the ch:ldren of wrath, to 
quicken vs in Chriſt: Secing it remained 
for cuer, and his compaſſtons fayle nor, bur 


Jer. lament, 
3.22, 


Ephe.2.3 4 arc renewed every. morning, muſt needes 


muchmore moove him to accompli{hthe 

Pal. 106.1. good pleaſure of his wiilin vs, Who nowe 
are madethe chil-iren of nts loue inChriſt. 

Rom-8.38, Therefore necde we not to feare what man,zea what 
and 39, Dewllrcandeeto bs: Forneuther death, nor life, nor 
Argells or princiupatities, nor powers nor things pre- 

ſent nor thmgs to come,nor he17ht nor depth, nor any 

other creature ſnalbe able to ſezerate vs from the lone 

of God, which win Chrilt teſas, For Our God 1s 
Pſal.103,6. F111 orcompathon and mercie, {low to an- 
ol ger,and of great kindues. Therefore he will 
nor 


4nd infalliblenes thereof. Is 


not alwayes chyde,nor keepe his anger for g-, 


euer:;ncither will hee deale with vs after 
our ſinnes,nor reward vs according to ottr 
iniquitics,ſfceing he pitied vs,and had mer- 
cie on vs,When we were his enemies, For 
that mercie that mooued God to beger vs 
© the hope of lyfe, when we were {traun- 
gers from him,& withour hope, and with- 
out God, much more ſhall it mooue him 


ro bring vs (now being made his childreny- 


ro the enioying of thac bleſſed hope: Here- 
vpon it followerh, That Gods mercie is the 
only ground of ſolide andperfet comfort 
to man, and only ſure ſtay to the ſoule of 
him tharis in croudble:dx that contrariwiſe 
they can haue no ſtedfaſt hope,nor perfe& 
1oy through their hope, who build their 
hope of lyfe, not vypon the metcic of God, 
but on theic owne mcrite,or merite ofany 
other creatixre, Therefore is it that in the 
ſcripture the moſt lamentable and forrow- 
full cace of the godly is defcribed to bee, 
when as the ſcnce of Gods mercie faileth 
them:For then doe they cric out: Will God 
thewe noe more fauour ? Is his Mercie 
cleane gone for cuer ? Doth his promiſe 
faile forcucrmore?HarlfGod forgotten'to 
be mercifull ? Hath he ſhut vp his render 
mercies in diſpleaſure? This 1s my death 
ſayeth the ſeruant of God, Hereby decla- 
ring that mercic is their only comfort,and 
cauſcof theirlyfe, And where mercie ap* 
J . . 
peareth to beſhutr vp in diſpleaſure, there 


103.6, 


FLA 


' 15 no aſſurance of lyfe, bur the ſnares of Pl, 16.R. 


death doe c6paſſe them ; then' the greeues 
C of 


34 Thecauſes of the Saints hope, 


of the graue doerth gripe them, and they 
fidetrouble and ſorrowe. And then doth 
their ſoule returnerto reſt, when they haue 
taſted of Gods mercie:and thereforc in all 
their troubles, che ground of their confi- 
dence and drawing neare to God, is, and 
cuer hath bene, hismercy.Therfore docth 


* the Apoſtlerothe Hebrucs wyll vs to goe 


bodly to the throne of grace, that we way 
receaue mercie,and ftinde grace to helpe in 
time of ncede. 


- Now coine we to the qualirie of this mer- 


cy that mooueth God to cal vsro the hope 
of lyfe. The Apoſtle calleth it his abowndans 
mercie, It is moſtcertaine, that all the crea- 
rures of God, doe taſte of his mercie ro- 
wardsthem :yeathe very reprobates, and 
the very Deuils chemſelues. For it isa great 
mercie that they are referued ſolong vnte 
the iudgement of the great day, and that 
they and the wicked are ſo long ſpared, 
vncaſtin hell fyre. Many atime doth both 
the word of God, and daytic experience 


' reach vs, that God doth gine many bleſ- 


ſings and deliverances tothe wicked, Achub 
being aman (ay witneſſed the booke of 
God) who bad nor nis like : who did elk 
himſelfe to worke wickednes in the ſighr 
of the Lord, hauing heard the threatning 
of the Prophete againſt him for the killing 
of Naborh,&c.and humbling himſelfe(al- 


_ beir without true repentance)theLord did 


delay his 1ndgement all his dayes, and did 
not execute the cull denunced agamſt 


him. ' 
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and infalliblenes thereof. 
him, till his ſonnes dayes, for the Lords 
metrcic1s aboue all his workes. [ hercfore, 
as wee haue ſaid b<fore, hee maketh tho 
Sunne to arife on the wicked, & the good, 
and ſcendett: rains ro the 1ſt and vniaft, 
Morevuer, he giucth ro cthe-wicked king- 
domes, Empires, & Don:1nions, yet doeth 
not this mercy that obraines ſo many ble(- 
ſings., procure to the wicked, that they 
ſhould be renewed ro the hope of Erernalt 

lyfe,and receiue remitlion of (inues. For it 
15 nota {mall mercie thar mooverth God to 
doe fo, thar is, to 1ultifie a finner : to call 

his enemies to the dignitice of the fonnes of 
God,& ro giue the the hope of cternal life: 

it muſt be a mercic running ouer, & ſuper- 


 aboundanr, that muſt moone the Lord co 


beſtow theſc bleſſings which are of greater 
valy2,then all the kingd6mes of the worlt. 
Therefore doth the Apoltle ro the Epheſi- 
ans call chis grace.aritch grace : Whereby 
the Lord hath bene abound inc rowards vs 
in all wiſcdome and ynderſtanding. And 
this aboundance of Gods mercy and grace 
1s molt clearly manif-ſted by thar which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh co rhe Romanes, in 
declaring both the end of the gruing of the 
Lawe, and effeRes of the Lawe giuen, the 
end of it (ſayerh he) was, that the offence 
ſhould abound: wher«by ic might ſeeme, 
that thereby wee (honld bee pur further 
from the hope of grace then before, bur 
hee addeth for our comfort :that where 
ſinne aboundcd, there did grace abount 
C2 m act 


Epke. 1.7.9 
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35 Thecanſes of the Saiuts hope, 
much more,} grace might ratgnethrough 
righteouſnes vnro life cternal through le- 
ſusChriſt our Lord, even there wher ſine 
hadraigned vnto death, Before ſin hauing 
taken occalio by the Law to worke in vs al 
maner of concupiſcence, that ſinne might 


 appeare ſinne, & to be out of meaſure {in- 


Full, in working death in vs by that which 
1s good: Andalithis for no other thing, bu 
for the praiſe of the giory of his rich grace, 
whereby hee doeth abound towardes vs 


aboue all aboundice of linne in vs,that his 


mercie may be knowen to be greater, then 
our iniquities,yea to be greater thei alhis 
workes. For it 1s ſfaide in the to8, Pſalm. 
His mercie is great abouethe heavens. And again: 
As high as the hkeant is aboue the earth,/o great 15 bus 
mercie towards them that feare him. For it is not 
that common goodnes and general mercie 
of God to all his Creatures,whereby he gi- 
veth life and being, and moouing toall, & 
whereby he giveth riches and honours and 
kingdomes, that mooveth the Lord to be- 


| ſtow this bleſſing of remiflion of ſlinnes, & 


hope of cternal life, This teacherh vsnever 
to content our ſclues with that ſence of 
Gods.mercie, which ariſeth only vypon the 
enioying of teporall bleſhngs, be they ne- 
ucr ſo great, though he ſhould giue vs the 
whole world: For this errour doth deceyve 
many,who thinke the man to bee beloued 


_ of God, with who he dealeth mercifully in 


things belonging tothis lyfe, Albeit ic bee 
truc, thata man may be made Monarch ol 
tho 


- a 


T 
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the whole world, and yet bee yoyde ofthe 
ſauing grace and mercic of God. The true 
reioycingin Gods mercy ariſeth vpon the 
hope of theglory of God, builded vpon the 

eacc which we haue toward God through 

cſus Chriſt, arifing vpon the remiſſion of gg, 
ſions in his bloud, or 1uſtification by faith, Serge 7X 
and tnc attonement which we haue recey- 
ved by leſus Chriſt our Lord, Therefore, »-Pet. 1.6, 

ett What we will get from God, wee never #24 b&+ 
Nall be ſatiſhed with all che tokens of his 
love and mercy, vntill wee yett that gifr of 
God, whercof Chrilt ſpeaketh inthe 4. of 
lohn,to the woman of Samaras, when thee 
did denye hima cup of water./f({ayeth he) Iohn 4.195 
thor knewelt that gift of God; mcariing himlelf; 
& (hewing vs that he knoweth nothing of 
the ſauing mercie ofGod,nor of the groiid, 
or watrir of cternall lyfe, though he know 
al the giftes that euerGod did giue to man, 
Who yet knoweth not the Lord leſus, and 
hath not bene a feeling partaker of the 
mercy of God which is 1n him,& through 
him. This ſcrueth to moove vs to cſtecmo 
more of the ſpirituall bleflings of God, 
then of all carth]y things. And with David 
to dcfire theLord ro lift vp the bght of bys coute- 
cance on $1, and not with the world to ſecke 
for earthly thi Ns gfor therby ſhall we haue more 


Plal. 4.6.71 


#09 of heart, then they haue, when their wheate and 


therr wine doeth abound, The vſes of 
The vſe of this poynt is threefolde:Ir ſer- the aboun- 


veth for InſtruQion, for conſolation, & for _ = 


convigion.Forinſtruction in teaching vs, ge, 
Fe C3 fecing 
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3 Thecauſes of the Saints hope, 
ſceing it is an aboundit mercy,wnerby the 
Lord doth call vs to the hope of lyfe, and 
ro this effect begerreth vs to bee his chil-. 
dren: that {inne & iniquitic is a thingy moſt 
deteſtable before God, ſince that generall 
goodnes of God that mooueth him ro giue 
all earthly things to man, maketh him nor 
tro giuc remiſſion of ſinnesto man : Ther- 
forc ihould wee aboue all things abhorre 
ſinne,& by all meancs indcuour to elchew 
ſinne, as the thing moſt daungerous and 
pert:irious ro man. For although thou be 
a ſinner, God will bleſſe thee with honour 
and nickes of this Ivte,yert will giye theeno 
portion of his jnhericance inthe heavens. 
He promiſed to Abrtham, when hee prayed 
that //-ell might live in his ſight, that hee 
would bleſſe him, and make him fruitful], 
and multiplie him exceedingly, that hee 
(ould begetr 12. Princes, and bee made a 
great Nation, but his covenant would hee 
not eſtabliſh with him but with /<c. Ther- 
fore ought we to beware of this common 
crrorof che wordlic, who do eſteeme fo 
Jict!c of (inne,thar when they ſo licentiouſ- 
lie doe commitall vnclcanes,yer doc they 
thinke thimſclucs in no peril] art all, there 
35, and hath bege cuer in the world, finne, 
& prophane perſons, who haue decceiued 
crhers with vaine wordes, as though the 
wrath of God ſhould not come vpon men 
for whoredom, couetouſnes, &c.Therfore 


.doth the Apoftlc to the Epheſians warne 
Vs:T hat we let wo man deceyne $1 with Game word, 


For, 


and infalliblenes thereof. 39 
For , for [ach thmgs({ayeth the Apoſtle) co- 
meth the wrath of God vpen the children of aiſobedt- 
ence, Lct vs therefore lcarne not ro extenu- 
ate ſinne, nor ſecurelic ro giue our ſelves 
to finne, lince no common mercie, bur an 
ſaperabundant mercie can obtaine remiſ- 
ſion of linne at the hands of our God, This 
poynt ſeructh next for conſolation to all 
* penirent finners, how wearie and loaden 
ſocuer they be: ſince ſannecan not abound 
in ſo g:cat meaſure,burt the mercie of God 
aboundeth much more: yea this 1s the very 
cuſtome of God, that where he maketh the 
ſence and 1jghrt of ſinne to abound, there 
he mak<cth alſo the ſence of his mercic and 
gracc to abound much more. Ler vs not 
therfore with Cain cftecme our finne grea- 
ter thenwe can beare and diſtruſt in the 
mercies of God, ſecing the Lord himſelfe 
made vs this promiſe by the Prophet Eſa: 
Theugh your [one's Were 45s cramſa, they ſhalbe made 
white as the [new : Though they were redd as ſcarlet, 
they ſhalbe white 4: woell, T herefore is 1t that 
God hath thewed mercic to the chiefeft 
ſinners,that we ſhould not diſpairin Gods 
mercies, though our iniquities were ne- 
ver ju! than is doeth the Apoſtle Paule 
plaincly teach vs by his owne example in 
rhe farit cha.co Tim. ſhewing that albert he 
was chicf of {linners: & albeit he was a per- 
ſecurour, yet was hereceyved to mercie,by 
the andy > emp nceof the grace of 
God towards him in Chriſt leſus, And that 
for this caulſc, that Chriſt Ieſus ſhould firft 
C4 ſhew 


Eſai, 1,1 'f, 


1.Tin,r,16 


} 40 The eauſesof the Saints hope, 

$. inew on him all long ſuffering, to the ex- 
ample of all them, which in t:metocome 
ſhould belecue in him vnto cternall ly fe, 
And therefore declareth that this is a ſay- 
ing boch cruc and by all meancs worthie 
to be receyucd, tO Wit, that Chriſt Teſis came 
puta the world to ſane ſamers. I.ct not then the 
haynouſnes of our iniquirics dryue vs a- 
way from God: who is able ro remooue 
Plalio3, Our linnes from vs as farre as is the Eaſt 
12; from the Weſt. Secing Chriſt doth call vp- 
on althatare wearic and loaden,and doth 
Mar.1 1,29, promile them relaxation and caſc: & wit= 
neſlcth: That hee did come mte the world, net to - 
Plal 106.4, Allthe righteows,but ſmmers to repentance : bur lec 
6.and 45, VS rather with the Pſalmiſt praye, rhar rho 
Lord will remember $5 with the ſawour of his people, 
and viſit vs with his [aluation, that wee may ſee 
the felicatie of his choſen, and rcioyce m the roy of his 
people , and glorie with his mheritance. For al- 
though we haue ſinned with ourFathers,& 
haue committed iniquitie, and done wic- 
kediie, yer ſhall hee remember his coue- 
nant, andcall backe his wrath,according 
to the mulritude of his mercics. Thirdly, 
this poynt ſcerueth for conuiction of all 
'who doc eſftcerhe that it behooucth thar 
\their merites bee added to Gods mercies, 
for obrayning of eternall lyfe: as though 
the mercy of God were not ſnfficientalone 
tro moouc Godto graunt vs this benefite. 
For of grace doth abound, much more there where (og 

bath abounded,then needeth there nothin 
to be added to grace, ſince the meaſure of 
Gods mercy give vs inChriſt,doth alwayes 

it excced 
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excecd the mealure of our ſinnc, Therfore 
doth the Apoſtle reaſon to the Romances Rom.5.15, 
fro this abotidance of the grace of God, & 16.& 17s 
proveth the certaintie of cternall life by 
compariſon in this ſimilitude berwixt rhe 
grace or gift of Godin Chrilt, & the offece 
of 1dam 1n three reſpeds, Firſt, in reſpect 
of 4dams (in,& Chriſtes righteouſnes,or 0+ 
bedience, For the Apoſtle ſayeth, that the 
giftis not ſo as is the offence, & he ſheweth 
the reaſon, (for ſayeth he): lfthrough the 
offence of that one, many bec dead : Much 
more the grace of God & the gift by grace 
which'is by one man leſus Chriſt, hath a- 
bonded vnto many; Hereby declaring that 
the righreouſnts of Chriſt g1vEvys by grace, 
15 more aboundantly beſtowed vpon vs ta 
Iife,then Adams offence was of power vnto 
death,Secodly,inreſpeR of that which fol- 
lowerh, there are rwo cauſes, ro witt, guil- 
tines,that cometh throgh that one offcnce' 
of 4d3,& iuſtificacid that cometh of Chriſts 
onely rightcouſnes, Neither (ſaycth hee) 
15s the gift ſo, as that which entredby one 
thatſinned: And he addeth the reaſon. For 
( ſayerth he) the fault Came of one offemce fo conde- 
warro but the gift 11 of many offences ro mfttfication: 

ſhewing that eſtificarts by Chriſt: f.trre more large 
then the _— of eadermation m Adaz,Seeing that 
not only that one ſinne, which alone hath 
brought codemnation on all men, bur al o- 
ther oyr linnes are forgiue in Chritt:& ſo 5 
gifr of grace aboiderh much more,& is of 
greater meaſure the rhe guiltnes of the fin, 


that wasthe cauſe of all mens codenation, 
Thicdlie, 
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Thirdlic, the Apoſtle reaſoncth from the 
difference of power betwixt the death thar 
followeth vpon the guiltines of Adams 
ſinne, & the lyfe that 15 given to them that 
are1uſtified by the righteonſnes or ovedi- 
ence of Chrift Ieſus, For (ſayeth he) It by 
. one offence death raigned through one, 
much more ihall they which receyuethatr 
aboundance of gracc: and of that gift of it, 
Righteoulncs raigne in life through one, 
that1s,leſus Chriſt. The reaſon is implyed 
10 this ſentence take from the aboundance 
of grace, andof the gift of that righteouſ- 
nes, By al which the Apoſtle will aſſure vur 
heartes, that we, who are partakers of the 
gracc& mercic of God in Chriſt, ſhalbe ſa- 
ucd & thatin reſpec, Neither is Adams fin 
ſopowerfullto makeguilticvnt odeath,as 
the righteouſnes ofChriſtesto 1uſtifhe vnto 
lyfe : neither isthe guiltinzs coming from 
Adams only finne,ſo aboundant,as the 1u- 
ftification which 1s by Chriſt only Obedi- 
encc:ſceing 4's rr cometh from one 
finne,bur our iuſtificationis not only from 
that ſinne and guiltuines comming from 
that (ſinne but from all ſinnes and guiltines 
ofthem all: Neither is death which follo- 
wed vpon the guiltines of that one ſinne 
of Adams vpon all men, of ſuch force 
ro raigne,, as the lyfe that commeth to all 
them tharare iuſtificd by that one abedi- 
crice of Chrift leſus: ſceing the cauſes of 
thar lyfe are more aboundant, then rhe 


caules of that death, & therefore ans” Ih 
| thaCc 
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that is the lyfe ,nult be more aboundant or 
powerfulin raigning: Hereby is it euident, 
that they haue never truely raſted of the 
ſauing mercie of God in Chriſt, who doe 
ſo thinkec of 1t as if 1t were not alone, wirh- 
out adiing{omerhing of our merite, ſufh- 
cicat to bring vs to lyfe. Let vs therefore 
magnific the mercic of God, which is fo a- 
boundant, plentifull, and running over, 
that it gilucth full contentement to the 
hearr, & perfite peace to the ſoule of man: 
and let vs pray for our ſelves, as the Apo- 


tle prayeth for the Epheſians, char berry ro0- Evhe 3.180 
ted and grounded in lour, wee may be able tocompre- and 19, 


bende with allSaintes what 11 the bredth, and length, 
and depth, and beight, and to know the love of leſus 
Chri/t, which paſſeth knowledge, that we may be fil- 
led with all fuines of God, and ſo hare our ſoules [atiſ* 


fied with his goeanes, 


Now followeth the third povnt, which The meanes 


15 conccraing the meane or firting midds 
whereby the Lord bringeth vs to this ble- 
fled hope,and that is our Regeneration,or 
newe hirch. For as Chriſt ſayeth to Nico- 


whereby 
wee are 
brought ts 
hope. 


demus: Excepr a man bee borne agame, he can not [gh, I: 3. 


ſee the kingdome of God, and con {cquentle can 


haue no hope of it: therefore ſayerth the 
Apoſtle hcrc,rhar God bath begotten vs agamenre 
hope, Here hauc we toconſider two things. 
Firſt, what this begerting is, And ſecondly, 
whyv it 15called owr begertiong agaime ,; or ſecond 


. birth.Which wordes haue a cranif. it relati6 
| roa former begeccivg and birth. As tou- 


- Ching the birth, it 15 fully deſcribed to vs in 


the 


Balat,4+ 2 6 


| Joh, el Jo 
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theword of God. | 
The Apoſtleinthis ſame chapter of this 

epiſtle,and 23.verſe,doth ſhew vs the ſence 


of this conception and birth : both what 


kinde iris of, and which 1t is. As for the 
Kinge, hetclleth vs,1t is nor mortall, and 
fo periſhing as all fleſh 1s, bur immorrtall, 
whichliucth and endureth for ever, And 
that hedeclareth ro bee the word of God, 
which was preached by the Apoſtle to the 
world. Secondly, touching the mother, 
who muſt beare vs, in whoſe wombe this 
ſeed 1s ſowen, and out of whoſe bowelles 
we muſt proceed: the Apoſtle tothe Gale- 
thians(peaketh plainlic,laying,Ir 1s /eruſalems 
which 1s aboue, or heaucnhle Icruſalem, 
that is the true Church of God. whoſe pro- 
pertie 1s: That ſhe is free, and thee ſayetb, 
the Apoſtle is the Mother of vs all,and was 
figured by Sara, the free woman, the mo- 
ther _— the heire 'and childe of pro- 
miſe. Thirdly, the Euangeliſt Iohntellerth 
vs who 1s the Fathcr, by whom wee muſt 
be degorren, & borne againe, no? of blood, ner 
the will of fleſh, mor the will of man, but God only, 
The firſt teacheth vs, to elteeme much of 
the bleſſed worde of God, ſince without it, 
thete 15 no Regencration, and ſo no hope 
oflyfe. Thar there 1s no Renovation but 
by the word, it is plaine by the ſpeach of 
Chriſt him ſelfe 1n the 17.chapter of [ohn; 
verſc 17 ,Suxtficthem with the trueth :thy word 
#rweth, And that without Regeneration, 
there 15 no hope, it is manifeſt both by the 

pPO- 
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Apoſtle & by the {peach afor{aid of Chrilt 
to Niecodemus, And by the Apoſtle to theHe- Heb. 1 :.4 
brues, where he ſayeth,rhat withont holmes ne 

man ſball ſee God, Therctore ſhould we al in- 

deuour to hame the word of Ged abyaimg 1m Vs, and 

elwelling in V1 plemteouſhie, according to the ex- 


| horration ofthe Apoſtleto the Coloſſians, 


And as the Apoſtle fayth in the next chap. 
We ſhould as newe borne babes, deve that oe. 
ſocere muke of the worase, that we may growe there- 
by.For as witnefſeth the Apoſtie to the He- 
brues : we cannot eſcape, if wee neglect (o 
great a ſaluation, which at the firſt began 
ro be preached by the Lord,and afterwards 
was confirmed to vs by them thatheard 
him:ſceing the word ſpoke by Angells was 
ſtedfaſt, & euery tranſgreſiion & diſobed1- 
ence, received a inſt recopence or reward. 
And the Apoſtlein the 2.epiſ.ro the Theſ- | pe. 
falon. teacheth vs,thar leſs Chriſt ar hu appea* * 1.8, 
ring, ſhal reder Gegeace to al that obey not the Goſpel. 
T he ſecond point teacherth vs,nor to tor. 
fake nornegleA(as ſayeth theApoſtletothe 
Hcbr. our mwtuall gathermos together, Or the fel. 
lowſhip that wee have amorg our ſelves, But with 
Damnid:Let vs deſire &require eucn this one 
thing of the Lord: Tharwe may dwell inthe 
bouſe of the Lord al the dayes of owr liſe to behold the Plal,27.4 + 
beautie of theLord,and to veſure bis Temple,and that pf 
we 4) be (atiſfied with rhe fa | . Plal.36.6, 
cy be {fie Py farmes ef his bonuſe re 

CeyVe drmmbe our of the Riners of hys + 38 For 
thcr1sa River which maketh glad the city Plal-46.4. 

of God,ev&the SanQuary or Taberna- 

cles of the High. Forthis heauely leroſalem 

1$ 


Heber. 2. 3, 


Heb, 10.25 
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Pſal.48. $,2 1s faire in ſiruation, the ioy of the whole 


| andz. Catth, and Cirtieof the great King: In 


the Palaces whereof, Gud is knowne for 
goa :3s a refuge : and our of Zion commeth ſalua- 
*n0% tion. Therfore doe the Tribes of the Lord 
gocvptoleruſalem,according to the teit;- 
monie of [{racll,ro prayſe the Name of the 
Lord. For there are I brones ſer for ludge- 
Pſal,122. ment, cuen the Thrones of the houſe of 
Dauid:And therfore {cing this is the place 

of lafeticand ſaluation, where the beautic 

of the Lord 1s to be feene,where the voyce 

of the Lord 1s tobe heard from his holy Q- 

racle, we ihould reioyce with Dawd, when 

Plal.84. wehcarethe people ſay:HWe will goe vp imro the 
hauſe of the Lord, Our feet fall /tand m the pate: of 

* Jeruſalem, Foras witneſſeth Dauid: Blefſed 

Plat are they that dwell in the houſe of the 
#4? Lord,forthey ſha!l ever praiſe him:Ther- 
fore did his foule long and fainte for the 

Courtes of the L ordes houſc: yea his ſoute 

panted after the Lord, as the hart afrer the 

waters, being baniſhed trom the publicke 

worſhip of God by the perſecution of Saa/; 

and his heart was pcured out, when he re- 

membred that he had gone with the mul- 

ticude, and ledrnem inthe houte of God 

with the voyce cf ſinging and praylſc, as a 

Plal.84.11. multirude thar keepeth a feaſts Becauſe adlry 
m the Courtes of the Lard, 1s better then 4 theuſand 

other where : and better 1111 to be adearc beeper m 

the houſe of the I ord,then to dwell nu the tabermacles 

Plat #7 of wickeanes: for gloriows things are ſpoken of the C1- 
e®/* rieefourGid, Forof Zi6itis ſaid, that many 
. are 


\ 
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are bornc in her. Secing therefore that our 


ſpirituall birth 1s in heauenly Jeraſalem, | 


where the ſeeq of Gods worde is continu- 


ally ſowen.For which caule the kingdome Mat. 13, 


of heauucu uit wiping roa ſower that went 
foorth ro ſowe his ſeed :Hicher (ſhould we 
reſort, for God 1s1n the midgaes of her, Bur 


Ict vs reme mber that ic1s Icruſalem tharis. 


aboue, and which is free, which is tie mo- 
therof vs all, as ſayeth the Apoſtle, For /- 
macl, who was borne of the bound woman 
Hagar, who was the type of carthlie leruſa- 
lem, was not the heire, bur [{aac, who was 
borne of Sera the free woman, who was the 


x hs of the heauenly leruſalem, the mo- 
the 


rofall the children of God, He was the 
heire, that is, they who are the children of 


the Law, and doe remaine in the bondage 


thercof,arc not truely borne of God to the 
hopeoflyfe,burthey whoare begotten by 


the Goſpell in the bolome of the Church, 
ſet at libertie, and walking in the libertic, 


wherewith Chriſt hath made vs free, they Gal,s.1« 


are truly begotten of Godto this bleſſed 
hope, becauſc they are after the maner of 


Iſaac, children of the promiſe, whereas the Gal-42.S>+ | 


other are borne after the fleſh, 

The third poynt touching the Lord, who 
begetteth vs to this hope, doth teach vs 
what ſort of generation ir 1s, that maketh 
vs to haue this hope, to wit,a ſpirituall,and 
no fleſhlic birth. For as Chriſt ſaycth to 
Nicodemss 11 the third of Iohn : That which 1s 


borne of the fl: ſh, 11 fleſb : and that which is borne of 
the 


—_— - 
well - yr 
es ee ee A LI ITC EIS 


t.Cor,15, 


30. 


h 


Rom.8. 17. 


Gal.4 7. 


Mart.3.11, 
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rhe ſpirit, ts ſperit, And iitis playne by the Ae 
poſtle tothe Corinthians:Thar fleſh and bleed 
can not mherite the kingdome ef God, I heretore 
15 1t neceſlary, thar we be borne (as ſaycth our 
Sauiour in the third of Iohn) by warer and of 
the ſpirir,that'1s of the ſpirit of God: whois 
of the ſame force and nature ſpirituall to- 
ward the foule, rouching the ſpirituall 


 Flth of tinne,thar water is roward the body 


1n bedily filch in waſhing and purging of 
it, Therefore alſo 1s the ſame ſpirit in the 
4. of Eſay called the ſpirit of burning, 
becauſe as fireto gold, ſo the ſpirir to vs, 
docth eftectually purge the droſſc of finne. 
For this cauſe is italſo that Iohn the Bap- 
tiſt ſaycerh, Thar Chrii? Ball baprige Gs with the 
holy ſpirit and fire: tor we muſt be the children 


of God, bctore we can behis heirs, as with- 


nefſeth the Apoſtle, both to the Romanes 
and Galathians, Thereforc doth the Apo» 
ſtle here giue thanks ro God,cuen for this, 
tbat he hath begettem vs, and (Oo hath made vs 
his children, that we may haut hope to 1n- 
herite his kingdo.me. The vic hereof is, to 
lJearne, that it is the greateſt aignitie, and 


highet prerogatiuethar mi ca arraine too, 


ro be made the children of God. I herfore 
dorh John call this a gift of power, iC the firlt 
of his Goſpell, ſayingto thoſe that recey=- 
ved him, he gaue the this power to be rhe 
ſonnes of God, And inthe third Chapter 


"of his firſt Epiſtle, he eſteemeth it the reſti- 


mony of Godsgreateſt love co man, ſaying: 


_ Bcholge bicthten, howe great a Toye the 
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Father hath given vs, Inact we ſhould bee 
called ti2 lonnes of God, We haue next to 
conſider, that this birth mult bee after a 


former birth, becauſe it ts fard, thar God 


h.itrh h:gotten vs ag aims, And Chriſt to N:code- 
my: (1th plunclic, tht he rhat 1s nt borne 4. 
$4142, C72 Rt ſee te bingdome of Gad, For OUC 
fi: birch neucher maketh vs the children 
of God: neither putreth vs in hope of erer- 
nall life, Wze may weli b{: the childrenof 
Kings, of grear Lords,and Princes, and ſa 
hauc hoy? of cheir inhericance by our fic(t 
birch, bu: though an Emverour hane He- 
got:cn thee, maketh rhcenor the fonne 
of Go, nor heire of his kingdo.ne. And 
though a begger have vegorten thee,thou 
artno farth:: from the kingdom of God, 
then h2that 15 bocne of a king: {ceing the 
firſt birth helpeth nothing co this prero- 
g1tiue, but it is the ſecond birth tau gi + 
vera it, Th: e(tarc of man,be he what h:e 
will, lIewe or Gencile,grear or ſmall, poore 
or riche,nobicorignovie in his firlt birth, 
which 1s declared by the Apoſtle ro the E- 
paciians, ro Wit, th it hes ths child of wrath by 
»4:ure: & therefore can hane no hope bur 
of wrath. For as David confe(Terh of him- 
ſelfe, it 1s trus of all fl-th :; Beholde 7w-5; 
borne 1n iniqutie, And 1 [mn hath m ny mother Con. 
ceybed m::4nl the wig efof (rne (fayeth the A- 
poltle)-s death : this is the inheritance thar 
cometh ro vs by our earthly and naturall 
Parentes,of what degree,diznity,or eſtate 
ſocuecr they be inthis world, The yſe here- 


D of 


Mat. 3-9, 


Phil. 3.3. 
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of is twofolde. 

Firſt,it terveth to beate downe the pride 
of al fe(h, & ro teach men not to gloric in 
their bloud,nor kinred: {eeing it 15 not by 
bloud: nor by the wil] of man, nor by the 
will of fleſh that we are borne the children 
of God. For though a mi might reckonto 
Abraham, as did the Scribes & Phariſecs 
inthe 8, of lohn, as to their Father in the 
fleſh, yer may hee be Rill the childe of the 
Devill,as witheſferh Chriſt of them ſelves 
in that ſame place. For as the Apoſtle ſay- 
eth: They are not all 1{raell that are of 1ſracll; neye 
ther are rhey all. children, that are of the ſeed of 1- 
brabem Yeathough a man night reckon 
his kinred to Adam, yet hath he nor wher- 
in to glorie : ſceing (as ſayeth the Apo- 
tle to the Romanes)by rhat 01:0 Man ſane entred 
into the world, and by ſine death, and votonly 
entred, bur by his only finne,a)l are made 
ſinners, & death went over all men. Ther- 
fore ler vs learne the leſſon which hn the 
Baptiſt teacherhthe Phariſees and Saddu- 
ceesin the Goſpell according ro Marthew: 
Let Gs net thinke to ſy with our ſel ves, We hane 4- 
branam to onr Father: For God 1s avle of ſfoncs fs 


raiſe Gp children ro Abraham : but rather with 


the Apoltle Paulto the Philippians: Let Vs glo- 
re m Chriff leſus, and put no confidence in 
the fleſh, although we had all matrer of 
glorying in the fleſh that ever man' had. 
Ler vs learn with the Apoſtle in that place 
To eftecme all flefhly prerogative to bee leſſs : yea rs 
be duage for Chriſles ſake, that we may game hims. 
The 
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The ſ{ccond vie hereof is, to reach vs, 
that therecan beno hope of life ina man, 
who is not Regenerate by God. and begor - 
ten of him againc: (ceing this 1s the mcane 
by which the the Lord bringeth vs to this 
hope: and therefore the boaſting of the 
wicked, that they hope ro goe to heauen, 
is nothing but vanicic : and all the confi- 
dence they hane,is nothing cls bur avaine 
and deceirfull rhought of a blinde & foo- 
liſh braine : chinking' they ſhali goe ro 
heaven, becauſe Chriſt dycd for fines, 
not rememoring thac all who are parta- 
kers of his death, muſt needes be renewed 
1n the ſpiritot their minde ro the Image 
of God: and mult finde themſelves caſt in 
a new moulde, aud faſhioned to anorher 
'hape, and borne over againe. Therefore 
we (hould diligently trye our ſelyes, and 
con(1der if Godat anv time hath bin ef- 
feQ&uall in vs ro thealteration of the ſpirir 
of our minde.& renovation of our (oules:; 
and if his ſpirit doih poſſeſſe and lead vs 
ſo,that our converſation be after the ſpt- 
rit, and not after th:fl-th. And as the A- 
poſtle Peter in his (econ41 epiſtle, exhor- 
teeth vs, Wee ſhould ffudie ro make our calling and 
ele4ion ſure, by adling to our fartb,Gertze, and (0 2 Pet let Os 
foorth. For they can haue no certaintic of 
ſ their calling, that arc not ſan&ified, and 
' thereforeno aſſured hope. For when God 
| makethvs his ſonnes, he ſendeth the ſpi-'Gal. 4.6. 
| ritof his ſon in our heartes, which cryeth, 
, ebba,Father, Forif any have notthe que Rom. 3.14, 
| D 3 O 
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of Chrift,he is nor his, ſayeth the Apoſtle 
ro the Romanes, And if5e jpirit of Chri? be i 
»: ({ayeth the ſame Apoſtle) rhe ſame bed is 
dead, becauſe of ſue: the lpiritislyte becauſe 
ofRighteouſnes. Therefore we may iuitly 
conclude with the Avoſtle Pietcr in the 
firſt chapter aforfaid of lis ſecond epifile, 
afrerhee hath exhoricd vs ro z0;ne Gertie 70 
o7 faith and to Gertue browledge, L7 to knowledgs 
temperance, and {0 foorth : that whoſoever 
hath not theſe things, hee is blinde and 
ſecth nat farr off, and hath forgorten thar 
he was waſhed fron his oldeſinnes, and 
ſo conſequently, that their hops 1s but a 
bliude hope: their confidence, a blinde 
confidence: their boaſting, a blinde boa- 
{tin 9, For if any man Le i Chritt leſus,he 13 4 row 
creature, {ayeth the Apoſtle to the Corrmrhes. 
Soto conclude this point, it were berrer 
troa man never to have bene borne in this 
worlde, then after he is borne, not to bee 
borne over againe by God: And woe is 
the man, who before the laying downe of 
this naturall life, hath not obtayned ano- 
ther which is ſpiricuall. | 
Now followeth the fourth point,which 
is the benefite it {elfe, vnto the which God 
of his mcrcie doth beger vs againd : that 
is, a living, or lively hope, or hope of lyfe. 
This iheweth vs the purpoſe of God in be- 
gctting vs, whichis tocauſe vs hope. For 
as ve have ſaid before: Firſt, wee muſt bee 
made the children of God, before we can 
hope to cnioy his inheritance. Therefore 
OUTr 


J— 


1X” 


» 


. YH 4 63 && += FY a= 3 © W 2 2»:!-/1 1% IF % WW os 


QA vo mn 


FR 


ard infalliblexes thereof, ſ3 
eur Regencration is a warning to vs, thar 
wee are the heircs of God, and coheires 
with Chriſt, and obligeth vs to hope for 
the gloric of God, ſeeing God hath begor- 
ten vs: Becauſe (as faith the Apoſtle here) 
he begetteth vs is hope, therefore where hope 
15 not, there 15 no new birth, for the Lord 
can not bce fruſtrate of rhe ende of his 
worke: for hee that renewes vs vnto hope 
with renovation gives hope ; Therefore 
the ſanified man in Chriſt, may be ſure 
of gloric, and lyfe everlaſting, according 
as the Apoſtle ſhewerh vs: Whom he catleth, 
hee mtfienh : and whom hee inſtifierh, him hes 
glorifieth , In this  benehre wee have two 
thingsto conſider, Firſt, what 15 the bleſ- 
ſing, tot wit, hope. Next, what is meant 
by the properticof this hope,in that it1s 
called, « 4vely hope, Concerning the friſt, 
the Apoſtle deſcribing our eſtate before 


the Lorddoe beger vs,and make vs parta- 


kers of the adoprion,doth declare, that a- 
mong the reſt of our miſcries,this was one, 
thatwe had no hope, For whe he hath cx- 
pounded to vs the mercy of God in our ſal- 
vationand regeneration, ſhewing that we 


* arc his workmilliip created inChriſt Ieſus 


vnto good workes,whichGod had orday- 
ned that we ſhould walke in them being 
iuſtified by faith, he willeth vs to remem- 
ber what we were before, ſaying: Remem- 
berthatyebceing in time paſt Gentiles int 
the fleſh,& called vncircumciſion of them 
whichare calledcircumciſion in the fleih, 
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made with handcs, that yer were, 1 ſay, at 


that time without Chriſt, & were aliaunts 


from the commor wealth of [frac], and 
were ſtrangers from the couenants of pro- 


miſe, and hadno hope, andwere without 


God in the world. This 1> the miſerable e- 
Rare of vs all, before wee be called of God 
to the adoption of his ſonnes, and be be- 
gorten of him 2gaine, wee are all without 
Chriſt,withour hope, and withour God 1n 
the world, Whar greater miſcric can there 
be,then hayca being,and yer withour bim, 
in whom wee have er bemg, onur !yfe, OHY 739 = 
png, and all thimgs, as the Apoltlc {ayeth in 
the Actes: And knowing that we mult de- 
part from this life,ta have no hope of lyfe 
thercafter. Miſcrable indced 15 oureſtate 
by nature, how much ſvuever we gloric in 
it, ſo much the morc miſcrable* that wee 


| have neither ſenſe nor ſorrow of this our 


Ephe.2.18. 
Ly.and 23 


miſcrie. Who is he thatcan reioycein any 
thing, while hee abydeth withour him, in 
whom are all things? And howe can the 
heart ſufficiently praiſe,love and magnihie 
the Lord, when it taſted of this his good- 
nes, in begetting vs againe? And ſoconſe- 
quently,taking from vs all our miſcrics,& 
making vs bleſſcd in giving vs hope, and 
himlelfe to bee our God and Father in 
Chrilt: through whom (ſayeth rhe Apo- 
tlcro the Epheſians) we both,that is Iewe 
and Genti]l, haue oxe entrance vnto the Father 
by ons ſpurit,and ture no more ftragers C5 forreners, 


but citizens with the Samis ,and of the bouſheld of 
Ged, 
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God, and im whem wee are buiid together to bee ths 
habitation of God by the ſpurit. It 15 not without 
g00d reaton, thartthe Apoſtle here 1n rh1s 
lace can not {pcake of this mercie, with- 
out blethng him, who hain brought vs to 
this bleſſed eſtate of hope. And great mat- 
cr have weof reioycing who have raſted 
of the like mercic, If wee conſider that 
which the Apoſtic {aith ro the Romanes, 
That wee are [bed by hope, For as he faith in 
another Epiſtle: }Ve walk here by {x11h , and not 
by ſight, and therfore taking from vs hope, 
our ſaivation and lyfe 1s taken from vs, 
which wce doe poſlcile by hope: for this is 
the difference of faith and hope, that by 
faith we belecue the promiles of {alvation 
in Chriſt, which hope waiteth for : ſo that 
fuirh hath reſpect ro lyfe and ſalvation, 
as it isembraced by vs here in this world: 
Hope, hath relation to them as wee ſhall 
poſſefſe them inthe world ro come, fo that 
hope docth alwayes follow faith, & han- 
gcth vpon it,although they be often times 
rake intheſcriprure the onefor the other 
indifferently : The one leoketh to lyfe, 8& 
apprehendcth it promiſed in the word, 
the other wayteth for the revelation of ir 
from heaven, as it is poſſeſſed by Chrift at 
the right hande of the Father, This is now 
the bleſſing vnto the which the Lord be- 
getteth vs againe, ſo that withuut Rege- 
neration We are hopeles, and ſo without 
happines,& being borne againe. Wee may 
have faith and hope in God, according as 
D 4 faith 
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ſaith this ſame Apoitle in this ſame Chap- 
4 Pet. 2,21, ter, When hee declareth who they arc for 
22, + WwhomChriſt was both ordayned before 
the foundation of the worla, and allo de- 
clared in thelaſtrimes,For your ſake faith 
the Apoſtle, which by his meanes die beleeve m 
Ged that rayſed hms frem the dead, and gabe him 
glorie, that your faith and hepe micht bee im God: 
h.ibmg purified your ſeules im cbezing the rreeth, 
thrergh the ſpirit ; ( & further) bermg borne a new, 
mot of mort.all ſe:d, ur of inmortail by the word of 
God, Whercbyir is plaine, that as Chriſt 1s 
ſendinto the world fer none bur ſuch as 
doc belceve in God by his meanes, ſonone 
can have any faith or hope but they, who 
have thcir ſoulcs purihcd & borne a new. 
The nature The propertic of this hope 1s, that it 1s 
of truehope {Selie, or IiEmpg, and 1t15s fo called forthree 
reſpeAcs. Firſt, becauſe of the livclie wor- 
king thats in jt. For all the ſpiritua]l cifts 
of God which he beſtoweth in Chriſt, are 
livclie, as hee! himſelte js lyfe: And this 
the Saints do hndein themſelves, that the 
faith of leſus 15a livclie faith: their Jove 1s 
a livelie love, & their hopc, a Iivelic hope. 
For theſe graces doc nor lyc dead inthe. 
ſoule where they are, bur by their livelic 
6pe1ation and working, doc makethem- 
ſelves manifeſt, Therefore the apoſtle to 
the TI heſſalonians, ſpeaking of their gra- 
ces,defcribeth them from their lively and 
effcctuall properties: Remen:brizg {lalth he) 
Jewr effectuall fauh, your diligent love, and your pa 
1 Thel.1.2 rent hepe m the Lord leſws , 1Therctorc that 
faith, 
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| and infalliblcnes thereof Fx 
] faith, that hope, thar love, that lverth dead 
inthem who profcilc them, are no faith, 
| nohopc,nolovearall. And ſoiuſtly docth 
| $.lames diſpute againſt that faith that 
| hath no workes, as a dcad faith: whereas 
| the faith,:he hope,the love that God crea» 
' rcd inthe heart, a:e all livelie, as procee= 
y ding from him whois life it felfe; The ſe- 
cond reſpct whereof 1t15 called 4behe, 1s, 
becautc as it hath lifern it ſelte, fo giverh ic 
lyſc to the foulcinwhichitis, ana maketh 
the foule which was dead 3n {inne & treſ- 
paiſc before, now to livein Chriſt, and in 
him to bring forth the fruits of life. Ther- 
forc ſaycih lohnir the third Chapter of 
kis 1,cpiſtle 3,and 5. That whoſeever bath this 
hope pi 1107 elfe,as ke 75 pure. FOT this 1s the 
nature of theiFtpirituail bleſings , that 
they thernſelves have Ilytc in them: and 
doth quicken the foule 11 whichthey are, 
For God cxerciſeth his ſaving power by 
them inthe hearts of his Saintes, Therfore 
ſaichthc Apoſtle hereafrer, That we are kept | Pet. 1.51 
by the power of Goa through faith. And tne Apo- ; 
ſtle Paul to the Coloſtians,doth fay:Thatwe 
are raiſed agaime frem the dead m Chriſt, by the ef- 
— feftuallworkmg of Ged, or by the faith of Grd which 
| workerk mightilie, lo that we mayiiultly ſaye, 
' that as rhe faith 1s dead, which hath no 
4 woiking, ſo heealſo is yet without faith, 
who albeit hce profeſſeth tairh, yet is not 
quickned to the lyfe of God thereby : for 
even in this hifc by faith and hope wee be- 
ganneto Jive thar life, which ſhalbe made 


perfite in vs in the world ro come, 
' The 


Coloſ.2,1f 


Rom. 3.24, ans (aith; That b hope we are ſaved: for ns md 
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The third refpect 1s, becauſe that eternall 
life and glory whichas yet 15 not manife- 
fted, but15 reicrved inthe heavens corthe 
appearing of our Lord and Saviour lcſ{us 
Chriſt,1s nowe poſtefied by hope, (o thar 
vwelay hold pon 1t, and are made pc rta- 
kers of it, albcit as yet not manifeſted. 
Thereforc1s it thattheApoſtlero the Ro- 


; hopeth for the thing which he ſeerh. Hereby tca- 


% 


Coloſ, 3.3. 


þ | ,Pet.1.9+ 


ching vs,that albeix our Iife be hide withChri/# 
2 Ged,as faicth the Apoitle to the Coloſli- 
ans, ze by hope we pofſe//e it. Accord! ng as the 
Apoltle ro the Epheſians declareth the c- 
tate of the Sainrs in Chriſt, by rhe wughrie 
pewer of God which 1s m rhem,tO Wil,that they are 
lifred vp with him, and [ett with him at the 11ght 
hande of the mateie inthe higheft places, As ike 
wiſe the ſame Apoſtle Peter in this ſame 
chaprer,declaring the cauſe why they that 
bcleeue in Chrait, albeit they ſee him nor, 
doe reioyce with aioy vnſpeakable and 
glorious, fayth: It is becauſe rhat rhey receyue 
the end of their faith,that 1s, the [al vation of their 


ſoules. Torthele three we may add the 4. re- 


- ſpect, why this hope is called livelie, and 


that is, becauſc in all the tribulations and 
ſorrowes of this life, itis the onely thing 
that ſuſtaineth vs,and maketh vs in death 
it ſe]te,to live and retoyce, knowing what 
is laycd vp for vs inthe heavens. For the 
only thing that maketh the Saints indure 
patientlic, xcaand joyfullyv, this trou bles 


which ſwallow vp the wicked, is the m— 
{c 
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ſed hope. The Apoſtle to the Hebrues c6- 
firmeth this, ſhewing that the cauſe why 
the Hebrues did ſuſtaincallaflition, and Heb, 10,34 
amovg the reſt,the ({poiling oftheir goods 
with ioy and gladnes, was, becaule they 
knew,they had a better and an induring . 
ſubſtance or ritchcslayde vp for them in 
the heavens. Therefore doeth the ſame 
Apoltlc cail rhis hope, the Ancor of the 
ſoule, and deelareth that they who have 
their refuge to lay holde vpon this hope, 
have ſtrong conſolation, For by this hopc Weec 
attaynetothcreſurreftionfrom thedead, 
ſo thar death it ſejife can not ſpoyle them 
of life, who are renewed to this kleſfſed 
hope, he vie ofal this is,to make vs obcy 
that leſſon which the Apoſtle giveth vs to 
the Hebru. which is, 70 ho/de {tft the profeſſion 
of our hope,without wabermp, fecrn g therin co- 
{ifteth both our life and conſolation, and 
conſtantlie co awaite for the appearing of 
it: as the Apoſtle Paulto Titus exhorteth 2, Ticz.ry 
VS,That we may im patience poſſeſſe eur ſoules, and 
goyfullie mane all affiictions of this life, fince ha- 
wing hope,we can not be ſpoyled of ly fe. 

Now followcerth the laſt point to be c6(i- 
dered in this f::{t part rouching the bene- Theground 
fite whervnto we are begotten agaitne by whervpon 
God:which 15 the ground and foundation our hope 
of this hope wherevpon it is builded, 2 bulded 
which is the ReſurreRion of Chriſt from. 
the dead. For, as faith the Apoſtle to the 
Corinthians: If Chriſt bee not rayſed from the 1 Cor, 15, 
dead, our faith 11 Vame,we are ye? 1 our ſomes. FOr 17% 
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Bo Thecanſes of the Saints hope 
we muſt vnderſtand, firſt, that the c6fort 
of hope coliltethin the reſurreQion from 
the dead; which being taken from ys,wee 
arc of all men the js, miſerable. Secing, 
&.Corns © faith the Apoſtleto the Corinthians: /F 
No hope # this life only we have hepe 1m Chri/?, we are of all 
without mmenthe moſt miſerable; for beſides the croſſes 
Knowledge and calamitics wherevnto we arc ſubic& 
of there- jn this life,death cometh in betwixt vs, & 
ſurrection q4 hopein Chriſt, and it ſcemeth to cutr 
vs viteriic from him, & all fruition of his 
bliſſe, For if death had dominion over vs, 
-ſo that the ſorrowes thereof could not be 
looſed bur that we ſhould bc. holden of it, 
whatavaylcd 1t vs to be in 1copardie eve- 
c rie houre? and wherefore ſhould we ſuffer 
S nA affliction for the name of leſus ? for «ll rhar 
PPe ſleepe im him were periſhed, as ſaith the Apoſtle 
in the ſame place to the Corinthians, f 
there were n0 Reſurredtien, Th erefore ro COM 
fort vs not only againſt al theafflitions of 
this preſent life, but chieflic againſt thar 
laſt and moſt fearfull tentation of death, 
theLord doth inſtru@& vs in the reſurreRi- 
on from the dead. This was che comfort 
thar 706 had in all his miſerics, as he ſaijeth 
himſelf, Thar although after his skinne, 
wormes deſtroy his bodie, yer ſhall 1 ſee God 
1 my fleſh,whomn I my ſelfe ſhall ſee, and my eyes be- 
holde, and none other for me, though my reynes are + 
conſumed within me. This alſo ſaith the Apo- 
{tle ro the Corinthi. was the cauſe which 
made him not onely to faint, but alſo ro 
{1ghe: Dejirmg ts be drjelved;cycn becautec he 
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did know, if rhis earthly howſe of this rabern.icle 
were deſtroyed, he had 4 bruldimag given Vs of God, 
an hou(e nat made with handes, but eternall 1 the 
heavens: So that death was no teriour ar all 
ro him, wao did Know,that he which rai- 
ſcd the Lord leſus,ſhould raiſe him yp al- 
ſo, and give him a glorious bodice, And 
for this cauſe 1is1t thar Chriſt Icſus in rhe 
ſixt chap. of Lohn, willing to confirme his 
aſlertion, and ſayiny : That ef all which ths 
F.1ther had given him, he ſhould looſe nothing , ſo 
oft bringeth in this promiſc: 4nd /w1ll raſe 
hint Op agghe 11 day. And with this he com- 
forted Mnrrma, mourning for the death of Toha 14,3 * 
her brother Lazarus, faying : Thy brother ſhal | 
riſe agame. And the Apoſtle Paul writing 
tothe Theſſalonians, willing ro comforc 
them, & co ſtay their excefliue mourning 
for the dead, doth bring in this ſame rea- 
| ON ,T bat they which are a [leepe, foal rife at the cd. « Thef 4 
ming of the Lord, This point theretore muſt , , 
we carctullic hold,lince without ir we can : 
haue no comforr. And to this cffet we 
haue next to conlider, what it 15 thar doth 
aſlure vs and certifie our ſoules, that we 
{hall riſe againe.For ic 1s a matrer harde to 
be belceved, that the body which 1s once 
dead & turned into duſt,ſhal raiſe againe. The afye 
ihe thing thar giverh certaine hope to vs rance of one 
of our re{urreion ,is the Reſurretion of refurre&ion 
Ieſus Chriſt our Sauiour. [the had not ri- dependerh 
ſen frothe dead, we could never have had Mag Ne re- 
any hope that ever our bodics ſhuld haue —_— of 
reccivedlife after death. For this is a fure © 
grounde, which we muſt ſtedfaſtlic body 
Lat E 
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6&2 T becauſes of the Saints hope 
tharour God mundeth to doc nothing to 
vs Which hee hath nor ficſt done to lelus 
Chriit our head and Prince of our ſalvari- 
on,ſfor our cauſe, For he is as the firſt fruits 
in all things : for mel rhinos he hath the prehe- 
mmence,as {aith the Apoſtle to rhe Coloſit- 
als: therefore alſo rs hee the begmmmg and firſt be< 
gotte, among the dead, And againe,to the Con 
rinthians, the Apoſtle ſheweth vs char he vs 
mide thefirit frates of them that ſleepe, Seeing 
then that in the firſt frures the whole 1s 
ſunQained, & no otherwayes: It muſt necds 
follow, that Chriit bchooved rASFh(e from 
the dead, before wee could be raiſed: our 
reſurrection depending vpon his, & flow- 
ing from his. Foras ſaieth the Apoſtlein 
thac ſame place to the Corinthians: As by 
man came death : (o alſo by man cometh the reſwr- 
redtion from the dead, For as im Adam all dye, [o m 
Chrif! ſhall all be made aliue: but enerie one((aith 
he) mn his owne order: the firſt fructes rs Chit, 
thereafter they that are Chriſtcs at his appearmg. 


Iohn 11, 25 Therefore docth he call him ſelfe in the 


11. Chapter of Tohn, ſpeaking ro Martha, 
The Reſarre&t1on and Lyfe. Aerof ut followeth, 
that he who knowerth not Chriſt to be ri- 
ſen from the dead, and beleeverth not thar 
he i5-riſen, can no wayes belceeve that ever 
he thallriſe againe to life. For this ſame 


1-Pet.1,2t- Apoltle Peter in this ſame Chapter, here- 


after plainlre witnefleth, that God hath ras- 


ſed Chrii? from the dead, and hath giuen him plo- 
rie,that our faith 7 hope ſhould be me God. Wher- 


by hc teacheth vs two things concerning 
Our 
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our hope. Firſt, that ir muſt bee in God. 
Secondhlie,that it cannort bee in God, but 
throngh Chriſt : and therefore thatvee 
could not hope inGod that he would raiſe 
vs from the dead, if he had nor firſt raiſed 
Chriſt our head: (eeing wee muſt beleceve 
in God through him. The vſe of this point 
is twofolde. Firſt, it learneth vs to diſcerne 
the trueth and veritic of our hope, from 
the right ground and foundarion of it. For 
every mans hope muſt havea foundation 
to vpholde it: even as ewr fauth and hope rs the 

aund.ttion whereby we are Gphoiden, as ſaith the 
Apoltle to the Coloſſians, Fro the which, 
if we fall, we fall from God,and from life: 
ſo our hope hath the fame foundation, 
whereby itis vpholden in vs,that wee doe 
110t caſt away our confidence and retoy- 
cing of our hope, albeiraſſailed with in- 
numerable and grievous tentations : this 
foiidarion is Chriſt himſelf. And therfore 
whylethe Apoſtle doth exhort ys to con- 
ſtancy in our hope,and patient running of 
the race that 1s layed before vs vnto the 
end,hewillethvsro looke ſtill vpon leſus 
Chriſt,the authour & finiſher of our faith. 
For if our (ighrt be caſt vpon any thing be- 
{1des him), fo that we draweoureves from 
beholding him, then muſt our hope faile 
vs. [t1s ſaid of 4braham, the Father of the 
faithfull, who aboue hope, belceved vn- 


der hope, that he thould bee the Father of 


many nations, according tothe promiſe, 


that hee conſidered not his.owne body, 
which 


Coloſ.r. 23 


Rom, 4.18, 
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waich nowe was dead, being almoſt an 
hundreth yeares old ; neith2rche deadnes 
of S.:r4e5 womoe ; neither did he doub: of 
the prom:le, bur did looxe to him who 
didpromiſc: being fullic aſſured, that he 
was abie to pertorme herein this promile 
maderto Abrcantam, If Abraham had not 
ca{t his tgnt on him that promiſed, tha: 
1s t12 Sanne of God, bur had looked to 
him (cite or Sara, ke could haue nad nov 
hop? of the promiſe. So in the promiſe of 
our Reſurrection fro the dead to eternall 


life, it wecalt oureyes vpon our {:lues, & 


our bodics dying and c6{uming and tur- 
ning into duit whercot they were made, 
we cgi never hop? that we can riſe agzine 
vnrto life: bur looking tro Chrilt our Saui- 
Our, 2 when all th: promiſe; of God are Tea and 
Amen, 28 {aith the Apoltle to the Corinch. 
we finde (utiicient reafon and grounds to 
beleeve the ReſurreRtion from rac dead, 
Seeing he who was male man like to his 
brethren inall rhinzs, except (linne, albeic 
walkingin the fimilicule of fatull flethe, 
being pur to.death, did loole the ſorrowes 
of death, undwas declaced mightilie ro be 
the ſonne of God, rouching rhe ſpirir of 
ſanCtification by the reſurrection from 
the dead, Therefore doe w-: with the Apo- 
ſtle to the Coimths, know, That he which 
hath raiſed vp the Lords Telus, (hail rayfe 
vs vpalſo by Ieſus: for therefore 15 it that 
'e are bayriſed for dead, as ſaierh the A- 
poltle to the Corinthes, For wee that are 
bapti- 
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baptiſed into Ileſus Chriſt, haue bene bap- 
tiſed into his death, ſaieth the Apoſtle ro 
the Romanes, And therefore if we bec 
dead with him, we belceve alſo that wee 
ſhall live with him. For if we be planted 


with him to the ſimilitude of his death, ce - 


ven ſo ſhall we be to the fimilitude of his 
reſurreion, ſaith the ſameApoſtle in the 
ſame place. For he that is Chriftes, hath 
the ſpirit of God dwelling in him, as is 
plainc by the Apoſtle to the Roma nes. 

Andlohn in his firſt Epiſtle ſaieth, That 
hereby we know that he abydeth in vs, e- 
ven by that ſpirit which he hath gaven vs 
And ifthe ſpicit of him that raiſed vp le- 
ſus Chriſt from the dead dwell in vs, hee 
that raiſed vp Chriſt from the death,snall 
alſo quicken our mortal bodies by his fpi- 
ritthatdwelleth in vs. So doeth the Apo- 
ſtle from the preſence of the ſame ſpirir 
prove the like effet in rayling vs fro the 
death: and therfore as he ſaithto the Co- 
rinth. becauſe we have the ſameſpirite of 
faith (as it is written, [ beleeved and ther- 
fare 1 haue ſpoken) wee alſo belceve, and 
therefore ſpeake, know ng that he which hath 
raiſed Gp the Lord leſwus, ſhall raiſe 6s Gp alfo by le- 


ſos, and ſet vs with kim, So itis criden t,that 
the ReſurreRion of Ieſus ſrom the dearth, 


ts.the ens and fonndation of the hope 
of Reſurrefion from the dead to all thar 
have the ſame ſpirit of life that is inChriſt 
Jeſus dwelling in them: for the law of that 


ſpiric of life which is in Chriſt leſus, 9orh 


E fre2 


and inſalliblenes thereof: 2M F 
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29, 
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Rom. 6.5. 
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1 TIohn 3, 
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Al the pro- 
miles of 
God are 
firſt ful- 
filled in 
Chriſt 
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freeall thoſe in whom ke dwelleth, from 
the law both of ſinne and death, as teſtif- 
eth the Apoſtle ro the Romanes, Hereby 
are wee taught two profitable leſſons : the 
firſt is, to carefully marke how farre God 
accompliſhed his promiſes in Chriſt his 
ſonne.For ſo farre may all that beleeve, be 
aſſared,that he (hall accompliſhe them in 
them through Chriſt, Therefore have we 
hope of fanctification from ſinne, Reſur- 
re&tion from the dead,and glorification.in 
the zheavens, becauſe theſe promiſes are 
fulfilled in Chriſt, whom we ſee crowned 
with glorieand honour,as ſayeth the Apo- 
ſtle ro the Hebrewes : which was made a 
little inferior to the Angels, cthrongh the 
ſ uffcring of death. Fer Ged hee predeſimareth 
all thoſe whom he hath fore(nowen tobe made like to 
the Image of his Sonne,that he might be the firſt born 
Amnng manie brethre, And therfor the know- 
ledge of Chriſt ſhould be to vs moſt preti- 
ous, ſince we can know no more,nor hope 
for no more blefling fro God, then we firſt 
knew to have bene beſtowed on Ieſus 
Chriſt our head, who is made to vs of Gad, 
wieſdome,ſanification,1tutſtification and 
 Redempris6.Therfore didtheApoſtle Paut 
eſteeme all things loſle, for the excellent 
knowledge ſakeof Teſus Chriſt our Lord: 
and did iudge all things but dung,that beo 
might gaine Chriſt, and know him: And 
the vertue of his Reſurrection,that he alſo 
thereby mighratraine ro the reſurregion 
from the dead, The ſccond Ieffon is, to 


pray 


and infalliblener thereof. 6&7 
pfapto God day and night, to ſend ys thac 
bleſſed ſpirit of promile, ſeeing the things 
which arc wrought in Chrift, (hall not bee 
accompliſhed im any, but thoſe who have 
the ſame ſpirit of lyfe, thatis in Chriſt le- 
ſus dwelling in them. Andtherefore they 
can not hope for renovartion to the Image 


of God, and reſtaurarion of cheir dead bu- 


dies to the lyfe of God, and. vtorification 
with the gloric of God, wherwith Chriſt is 

lorified, who have not the ſpirir of Chriſt 
F his is the ftrſt vic of this poynr, whereby 
wee are taught todiſcernetrue hope from 
the groiid and foundation whereon only 
it is builded,andthat is leſus Chriſt alone. 
The ſccond vſeis,to teach vs, not only co- 
fuſedlic to learne Chriſt, but even perticu- 
tarlie to conſider all the degrees and {cue- 
rall partes of that great worke of our re- 
demprion by him for the more ſolide and 
ſtedfaſt fixing of our hartes it! him. For al- 
beit it be moſt rrue, that he who 1s perta- 
ker of the death of the Sonne of God, is 
alſo pertaker of his life & of his glory,&c. 
yetneither can the faith and hope bre (o 
ſtabte,nor the comfort ſo,great,as when in 
Chriſt our Lord we ſee a perticular groiid 
and warrant for every article of our faith. 
Therefore jn this place doth the Apoſtle 
ſead vs to the reſurre&ion of Chriſt from 
the dead, for «ſtabliſhingour hearrs in the 
hope of our life with God in the heavens, 
For as wee goe forward in conſideration 


\ of the partes of Chriſtes working and ſe- 


E 2 veralk 


A diſtin 


knowledge 


of Chri 
requiſite, 


Gal. 3.1 Js 


A 


are guided on with him to the heavens in 
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veralla&ions done by him, for our fill xe- 
deption, ſo doeth our faith increaſe, & our 
hope by degree todegree:whe we looke ts 
Chriſt dying for vs, we learne to belceve 
remiſh6 of {innes in his blood:whE we goe 
on to his refurrectio, we imbrace the hope 
of ly fe fro the dead: when we looke to his 
aſcention,we apprehend our aſcending to 
the heavens : and in his gloriftcation, wee 
are comforted by the hope of that tame 
oJorie. Thus deeth it ſerve much for our 
comfort,to know all the perticularities of 
Chriſtes humiliation & exaltation, accor- 
ding as the Lord our God hath revealed 
them in his word, poaing at his Incar- 
nation, going on to his bitth in great ba- 
ſenes, expreſling therafrer the troubles of 
his youth:laying out nexr the (orrowes of 
his life, whyle hee caried our infirmitics: 
walking in the ſimilitude of ſinfull fleſhe, 
and ſubie@ ro all the infirmrics thereof, 
except ſinne: proceeding to his death, and 
kindethereof being moſt accurſed,as wit- 
neſſeth the Apoſtle ro the Galathians, In 
all which the: ſpirit of God letteth ys (ce 
our infirmities, our finnes, and our ſor- 
rowes laycd ypon him,and vs acquitted of 
them in him. Thereafter are weled ro his 
buriall, wherein is fer before vs the hope of 
the everlaſting aboliſhing of ſinne, Then 
come we to his Reſurrection, the ground 
of onar hope once to ſee death, that laſt e- 
nemie,aboliſhed and deſti oyed: and ſo we 


his 
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his aſcenſion,and at length to his glorie ac 
the right hand of the Father, This diſtin& 
faith riſing vponthe diſtin& conliderati- 
on and knowletrgd of the diſtin operati- 
on of the power of God through Chriſt, 


in them thar beleeve, 15 lively ſet foorth to 


vs by the Apoſtle to the Epheſians. Pray> , 


ing for them that they mighr receive che 
ſprrit of wiſedonie and revelation, to that ſame 
effetrhar they nzight know diſtinaly the 
parts of his working in them that belecve, 
and (hewing rhem-perricularly- cerraine 
of rhe {aid eftetes of his power: Firſt,their 

uickning with Chrift: Secondly,the ray- 
fag of them vp together with Chriſt : and 
thirdly,rhe making of them to fit roge= 
rher with him in the heavenly places in 
Chriſt leſys. And the ſame Apoſtle writing 
to the Colofſhans, and ſhewing that we are 
accompliſhed and perfited in him alone, 
doth manifeſt therſame by perticular in- 
duQion, in theſe wordes: Iz whew (ſayeth 


phe. 1,17, 
XG 2.1% 


hee) yee are crircumcfed with cirewmciſion made Colof..2. & 


without handes,by putting off the [mfxll bodze of the 
fieſs,through the carcmcifins of Chrit,which hee 
expoundcth thereafter more perticular- 
lie the partes of this circumciſion, and 
{everall groundes of everie part, ſaying,in 
that ye arc buried with him through bap- 
tilme.Secondlie,in who yee are alſo raiſed 
yp together through y faith of the opera- 
tio of God, which railcd him fro the dead, 
Thirdlie, and you which were dead in 
ligne, and inthe yncircumciſion of rhe 

E þ fleſl:, 


| }»&6, 
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ficſhe, hath he quickened rogither with 
him,forgiving you al your {igns. Fourth- 
lic, and putting our the hand-wricing that 
was againſt vs, which was contraric to vs, 
he even rooke it our of the way,and faſte- 
ned iton the Croſſe. And fifclic, he ſpoi- 
led the Principalities and Powers, & hath 
made a shewe of them openly, and hath 
triumphed over them in the ſame Croſle, 
Thus doeth the Apoſtle lcade vs ta- rhe 
ſight of our death and buriall ſpirituallto 
ſfinne: of our riſing from the dead: of our 
ſpiritual quickening with the life of God: 
of the aboliſhing of our debt and ditray : 
in abrogation of theLaw,which was con - 
trarie to vs :andof the viter overthrow of 
our ſpirityall enemies, and our glorious 
triumph over them all in Chriſt leſus our 
Lord: which at length our God ſhall fullic 
accompliſhe in everie one of vs,in the 
glorious appearing of leſus Chriſt 
our Saviour, whoſe Name 
be bleſſed for eycr. 
bj AMEN, 
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The ſecond Sermon. 


1.Epiſt, of Pct. Cap. 1.verſcs' 


4. T 0 an inheritance smmortall and vn- 
defiled, and that Withereth not, re- 
ſerueth m begven for vs: 
5. Which are kept by the power of God 
thorow faith unto ſalvation, which 
55 prepared to be ſhewed inthe lai 
FI88, | 


SIS E muſt remember 

E-//- the tructh of that 
K2Lel (pcaketh to rheCorin- 

© thians, touching the” 
 thinges which God 
= hath prepared for 
thoſe that love him, that they are ſuch, as 
neither eye hath ſcene, neither care hath 
heard, nor hath come into the heart of 
man. Therefore did none of the Princes 
of this worlde knowe them, as faieththe 
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ſame Apoſtle in the ſame place. For na 


naturall man perceyveth the'things ofthe 
Spirirc of God, neither can he know them 
becauſe they arc ſpirituallie diſcerned, for 

| E 4 the 


g which the Apoſtle 1,.Cotiz.g, 


7a Theexcell, and infalliblenes 
the wiſedome of God is a hidd wiſedome, 


cloſed in a myſterie, which is not given ro 


z. Cor 13-12 
Col.3.3, 


1,lohn 3.2. 


Hcb.11-1. 


» Which light, and ſo conſequently, the 


every ma to ynderſtand; yea the very chil- 
dren of Ged,to whom God hath given his 
ſpiri,Which (earckcth all things, even the 
deepe things of God : although God doe 
reveile tothem his ſecret, yer doe they (ce 
here but through a glalle, darklie, as faith 
the Apoſtle, For our life {as witneſleth the 
ſame Apoſtle ro the Coloſſians) is hidd 
with Chriſt in God. And as ſaith Ioh.in his 
firſt Epiſtle: Now are we the ſorns of God, 
bur yer 1t1s ngt made manifeſt what wee 
ſhalbe.For this cauſe we muſt content our 
ſelvesin this life with the (1ght which fauh 
oiverth vs,which isof that na ture & fotce, 
as teltificth the Apoftle tro the Hebrewes, 
that it maketh things inviſible, ro be eyj- 
denr,and asit were viſible. For privy, of 
ur- 

thereſtabliſhing of our faich and further 
increaſe of our ſpirituall ioy, the Lord our 
God in his bleſſed worde doth ſer foorth 
thoſe invilible things, vnder earthlic (imi- 
Irudes of things knowen tovs:Thereby ra 
leade-our foulcs ro the more livelie conſi- 
derationand clearcr knowledge, what the 
hope ot his calling is, and what the ritches 
of his gloriqus inheritance is inthe Saints, 
that thereby we may be cncouraged, with 
greatec patience and conſtancie, rorunne 
the race that 1s laid before vs, and to holde 
faſt che confeſſion of our hope withour 
waveing vnto the enge: waiting ſtill ye 
i a OY [NE 
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the manifeſtation of our bleſſed hope, in 
the glorious appearing of leſus Chritt our 
Sauivur. Therefore 1s 1t that the Apoſtle 
in this place, having ſpoken of the aboun- 
dant mercie CO IIR begerting vs againe 
ro the hope of ]yte: inthe next place expoz- 
decrh the excellencic of this life hoped for, 
that thereby we may vnderftandc, that all 
things in this worldAre bur vanitie,and in 
compariſon thereof nothing bur dirt and 
dung,and lo to be accounted lofle that we 
may gaineit. Afrerwards he declarethto vs 
the {uertic & certaintic which the Sainres 
have anda tn ve” hoped for: both 
inregard of the life, & allo of themſelves, 
So that here we have the other two points 
of conlolation, touching our hope, ro beo 
colidered,wherot we did ſpeake 1n our laſt 
Sermon, to wit, thecxcellencie of thelyfe 
which wec looke for: and the certaintie of 
our attaining to it, The firſt is expreſſed in 
theſe wordes, 19 nr mberimnance tmmortall and 
Gndefiled, and that withered ner, T he other, in 
the reſt of che words which we have read. 

In the firſt point we have two thingsto 
colider:one is the title or name which the 
Apoſtle giveth to our nope or life : the 0- 


ther 1s,the properties which he attributeth 


ro 1t, by which ke ſerteth before vs the pre- 
ciouſnes & excellEcy of it: The title which 
he giveth ir,is, That it is a» :»herrtance, The 
properriesare three,erern ric puritie, and bu- 
changeabienes, + | 


To ſpcake then of the firſt ; The Apoſtle 
; callerh 


Eceruall. life 


Is an i1nhe- 


Titance be- 


T he excell.and infalliblenes 
calleth eternall fe, an tnherirtance, to ine 
forme vs by what title we attaine vnto ir, 
and by what right wee cnioy it, to wit, by 


longing to the right gf heires. For {ceing God only 


the lonnes, 
not toler- 
Yauncs, 


Rom.$. 1 4. 
Br nc 


Gal. 4+ Co 


Ephe., 2,3, 


Gol.4.5, 


doth wherite immortcalitic and life, as his 
proper poſſeſſion, we can never attaine to 
It cill firtt we þe made the heires of God,e- 
ven coheires annexcd with Chriſt Icfus, 
who only is the rigatcous heirc of all 
things, as ſaith the Apoſtle Paul to the 
Hebruecs, becaulc hee 1s the onely Sonne 
of God. Now wee arc made tbe heires of 
God, by being firft made his chilaren, as 
{laith the Apoltle tothe Romanes.If ({aith 
he) we bechildren,we arcallo heires,even 
theheires of God, & heires annexcd with 
Chriſt, And againe to the Galathians: If 
thou be a ſonne, thou art allo the licire of 
God through Chriſt. For it 15 maniteſt c- 
ven among men, that the ſoune eyher by 
nature or by adoption, is counted for the 
heire, Now by nature we arenot the ſonns 
of God, burtas ſaith the Apoſltleto the E- 
phefians, by nature weare the children of 
wrath,and by the redemption made by lIe- 
ſus Chriſt, wee receive the adoption of the 
ſonnes, as witnefſeth the ſame Apoſtle ro 
the Galathians. God ſending the ſpirit of 
his Sonne in our heartes, which crycth 
Abba Father: Thus by Iefus the only ſonne 
of God,& ſo conſequentlie, his only hcire 
by nature, weare firft made the ſonnes of 
God, and fo alſo the hcires of this inheri« 
tance of God. The'vſe of this point is, ro 
b 3 op 111- 
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tnſtru@ vs chat we muſt not think toenioy 
etcrnall life as the.reward of our ſervice, 
bur as the right of heires;being made the 
childre of God:Chriſt in the eight of Iohn 
ſaith, that the ſervaunr abideth not in rhe 


houſe forever, bur the ſonne abideth for 


ever. Thereby informing vs, that hee who 
thinketh ro dwell with God jn his houſe. 
etcrnallje, muſt-nceedes be his ſon,ſo docth 
the Apoſtle here teach vs, when he ſayth, 
that God þegettern vs againe tothe hope 
of lyfe; declaring that wee muſt be borne 
of- God, and ſo made the Sonnes of God, 
before wee can hope to inherite eternall 
lyfe. For whoſoever doth remaine in the 
houſe of God, noe other wayes, but as a 
ſervaunr, he ſhall at length be caſt out,and 
ſhalbe deprived of erernall lyfe,, which is 
the inheritance of the ſonnes, Chriſt him- 
ſcife ſhewerh, tharal our ſervice is vnpro- 
firable; even when wee have doneall that 
wee can doe, it wee reſpect the merit of it. 
And the Saints themſclves confelle, that 


even their righteouſnes is polluted, & like x, 59.6, 


a menſtruous cloth. How woderfully ther- 
fore do they deceive their own ſoules, who 
build the hope of their life vpon merir of 
their workes. The Lord in Hagar -the ſer- 
vant,& /ſaell nis fonne,doth livelicrepre- 
ſenc the lot and portion of all the children 
of the lawe, that, is,of all who by ſervice 
think to inherice heauen:thaving no other 
hope of cternall life then that which is in- 
gendredby the cavenant of workes. Ca## 
. | mu 
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e#t,ſaycrh the {cripture, rhe ſervaunt with her 

ſexre: for the ſonne of the ſeruant thall not 

be heire with the ſonne of the free womai. 

G4.4.30, By this doth ;heApoſtle ro the Galathians 
ſhew,that which Chriſt ſaith ro be true,to 

wit, tnat the ſcrvaunt {hall not abide in 

the houſe for cver. Becauſe as the Lord 
comaunded to calt out Hager the ſervaunt 

, with her ſonne out of the houſe of Abra- 
ham which was the houſc of God, ſo shall 
he caſt our of his houſe,and deprive of the 
inhericaunce of eternal life, all thoſe who 

are nor his ſonnes, but craue cternall life, 

as debrfor reward of their workes, 

Now we'come to the properties of this 

The worn inheritance, which are three. It is called 
_ _ gramortal,Gndefiled,c which withereth wor, Theſe 
"2 Yes arethe ſpeciall rhings which make a life 
happie and bleſſed ; andthe three contra- 
ries do make it miſcrable-:and curſed. The 

three which make it happie are erermrie, 

prornte, and bnchangeablenes, The three CO = 

trarics which make it miferable, are morra- 

litie, or death, ſinne or vneleanues, and channgea, 

blenes or mf zbilitie, The ſpirit of God there- 

. fore by attrivuring thoſe three properties 
20 our inheritance & life which we hope 

for, docth ſhew vs the excellencie & ble(- 

1ſednes of or life wherevnto the Loid 

doth begert ys againe: thereby toreach vs 

that we loſe nothing, albeit wee looſe All 

things,if fo be we gaine this life and tnke- 

ritance. Let vs therefore conſider thoſe 


properties ſeverallie, The firit is :mavortali- 
| 116, 
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1:6,vnto an inheritance immortall,thar is, 
an inheritance or life which 1s no wayes 8 -0v—— 
ſubie& ro corruption, but which indurcth S A oo 
for ever: and therefore in the ſcriptures it peayen im- 
is called eterxall bfe, to diſtinguiſh it nor mortall, 
only fro the life of beaſtes and other crea - 
tures, but even from the life of man him- 
ſelf, whick he hath by nature in this world 
We $hall the more clearlie perceive the 
comfort of this poynt, if we conſider two 
things which the ſcriptures lay before our 
eyes, The firft 1s, concerning that which is 
in greateſt price with man, for which hee 
laboureth chieflie,as the principall end of 
all his travels. The ſecond is the vanitic of 
his labor as touching that end, & vnprofi- 
tablenes of al his paines,& ſo coſequently 
the vnſpeakeable gricf and ſorrow where= 
with his ſoule 1s pearched,whe he findeth 
himſelf fruſtrar of his end. As for the firſt, 
The thing tn the worlde moſt deare to a 
man, is his life, which gladly he would pre 
ſerve with the loſſe of al thitever he hath. 
Sathan did know this, whe to provokethe 
Lord againſt Iob he vleth this argument: 
hone for shnne, and all that ever 4 .nan hath, will Tob2. 45 
. he g1e for 1s fe. And Chriſt our Saviour, 
knowing that the love of this life doeth L 
moſt of all {way our ations, perceyving ' 
this foolish ſolicitude in Peter even ro- 
wards him, he sheweth his Apoſt, that who 
foevber will ſaue hrs bife fhall loſe it, How plad the 
worldly man would be, it he could live in 


this world etcrnally:thisin deed1s — foo 
ish- 


Mat, 16. 25. 


Pal. 49,6, 7 


| Tuc 12.15 
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liſhnes of men, they thinke their houſes 
and habirations ihall continne for ever: 8 
ſo rooted 1s the yanizic in mans heart, that 
albeir the Fathers that have thought ſo, 
doe die like the beaſtes: yer their poſteri- 
tic is not made the wiſer,bur goe on in the 
fooliſh way of their fathers, and delight 
in their talke, as ſaith the ſpirit of God in 
rhe 49.Plalme. morrall mi ſtryving vain- 
lie to eterniſe him ſelfe in this perishing 
world. Which vanine the Lord expreſſerh 
when he sheweth firit that albeic a man 


* by his labours obrtaineth abofidance of all 


Pl; 49.6.7. 


things, yet kis life ſtandeth nor in his xi- 
ches. Which he cleareth by that parable of 
the rich man, who ſaid fo his ſoule: {oule 
thou haſt much goods lated vp for manie 
yearcs, live at cale,cate, drinke, and take 
thy paſtime: bur God -ſaide vnto him, O 
foole, this night will they ferch away thy 


foule from thee: then whoſe shall thoſe 


things be which thou haſt provided ? The 
ſecond argument of mans vanitie is, that 
as his life ſtiadeth not in his aboundance, 
ſo can notall his aboundance preſerve a 
man from death, nor yet procure the re- 
ſtoring of one dead to life againe, as the 
Lord declareth in the 49. Plalme. neither 
can any redeeme his brother, nor give his 
raunſome to God (ſo precious 1s the re- 
demprion of their ſoules, and the c6tinn- 
ance forever} that he may live ſtill for e- 


_ uer, and not ſec the OO, Salo- 
mon ſheweth that all 


the labour of man is 
for 
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for the mouth, yet the ſoule 1s not filled, 
and therefore man paineth him ſclfe in 
vaine, intraveling for the winde, ſeeing 
he never can fill his ſoule, .nor ſatishe his 
heart with all his labours. Laſtiic, ſayerh 
theLord in the foreſaid Pſalme,Marlhall pry 49.17 
rake nothing away when he dieth,neither © 
$hall his pommpe deſcend after him. When 
vaine man ſ(ecth this that all his labour is 
in vaine, ſeeing he can not thereby pre- 
ſerve his life but he muſt die, and lye hike 
a sheepe in the grave,then doeth his ſoule Ecel. 2,&eg 
abhorre all comfort, nothing is there in 
| the world that can be able ro make him x.,q,..q, 
reioyce,feeing he mult loſe that for which 19.8. 
all other things are delired, and withour 
the which; al chings do ſerve for nothing. 
Salomon doth teach this, who ſceing that 
he muſt dic, and leave all his labours to 
the mitharshould be after him,& coſide- 
ring that mein them ſelves wereas beaſts, Ecl.2,174 
the condition of both being one: ſeeing *** 
as the onedicth fo dieth the other: all go 
to one placc: andall was of the duſt,and al 
Shall returne toduſt: and perceyving thar 
wiſedome, nor riches, nor ſtrength, &c. 
made no difference bur that it did befall 
ro the wiſcasit did to the foole: then be- 
gan heto hate all his labour, yea even the 
life it ſelfe, becauſe it was to end, A moſt 
evident proove, that albzita man doe en-= 
1toye all pleaſures, riches, and honors, vea ; 
all whatſocver he traveleth for vnder the 
{lunne,or whatſocver his hart can m_ in 

this 
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this world:yct is there no peace to the hart 
of him, norioye to the ſoule of him, nor 
happines in the. eſtate of him, ſo long as 
he ſeeth he muſt dice and his life muſt end, 
then doeth he with Salomon conclude,al, 
not onelygo be yanitie, but alſo vexation 
of ſpirit : yea the more he doth poſſeſle of 
theſe cartblie bleſſings, the greater is his 
miſerie, and more greevous. are his ſor- 
rowes when dcath cometh to plucke him 
from his houſe ro the grave, Fhus even 
the veric life of man, wherein 1s the chie- 
feſt comfort of man: by mortalitic, beco- 
meth agricfto man,and a vexation to the 
ſpiric of man: For all the joyes of this 
world, and all the comfortes of this life 
are eclipſed by death. This being rightlie 
weyghed and well conſidered, wee $hall 
then apptchend what infinite conſolation 
this firſte propertic of the life, vnto the 
hope whereof our God hath begotten. vs 
againe, doth miniſter vnro vs. for therein 
we ſec that raken away which alone is ſuf- 
ficient to make our life miſerable & cur- 
ſed, even morrtalitie and death, which is 
the curſe of God vpon ma for ſinne. Sure- 
liclerta man looke to his life, albeit in the 
eyes of mi never ſohappie, yet if he looke 
roit aSitis1n deed, that is to ſaye mortall 
and deadlie, although it be buſked with 
all the beautics of this world,and fortified 
with all the ſtrength of this worlde, and 
crowned with all thegloric of this world, 


' vetshall he neyer hauc comfort in it: and 
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it is moſt ccrraine that they ſee not whac 
this ifeis whoglorie in it: and it is the ve- 
rie blindaes of cherir eyes which do not lec 
them {ec cheir end, that maketh the wrer-. 
ches of this worldto reioyce 1n any thing 
ynder the ſunne, ſecing all thal pertth and 
coine to nought. No, No, they ſee nor. 
life co reioyce in,that ſeeth nor this life of 
the childtenof Gad, vntothe hope where- 
of th: Lord begcrrech them: This is the 
ground of rhe retoycing and gloriation: 
of the Saintes,ſaith cheApoltle co theRo« 
manes, even the hope of this inheritance 
which is immortall, And this ſame fight 
of this immorrtalicic of cha: lyte was the 
thing that mvoved the Apoſtle himſelfe 
ro deſire with lighes to change this earth- 
letaburnacle with thar which is nor made 
with handes, but is of God. For hee did 
knowe rhat it was eternall, therefore deſi- 
red heeto be clothed with it, even to this 
end. that mortalitic mizhr be ſwallowed 
vpof lyfe. This then is the comfort of this 
ficſt propertie, that death (hall have noe 
dominion over ourlvfe in heaven, bur it 
ſhall remaine for evermore: And herein 
ſtindeth one of the chief pointes of the 
happines and fclicitic of the Saints in the 
World to come, that their inhecicance ts 
immortal, All whatſoever a mi inhericerh 
in this worlde, is mortall, his life here en- 
deth, but in the world to come, it endu- 
reth etcr nallje. The honour, retches and pleaſares 
of thu wearld, periſh ; but m heaven there 11 Re 
PTC F r 
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red for vs an mdaring (ub/lance, la\th the Apo= 
{tleto the Hebrewes. 4:4 the pleaſceres which 
are at the right hand of God. are for evermoare, (aith- 
P.2].16.11, David : Theſe heabens ſb.sll paſſe aw.ty, nd the e- 
lements fh.1l melt with heatc, and this ear h with 
the workes that are therem ſhalbe burnt Vp, layerth | 
2 Per. 3 ro Peter: bur we hope for new heavens anda 
& 1.3, newc earth, according ro the promiſe of 
God, wherein dwelleth rigeteouſnes, So 
whatſoever we vnderſtand by this inhert- 
tance, all 15 eternail in the world rocome, 
the life eternal,the heavens, the earth, the 
glory, the riches, the pleaſures, the reaſt, 
theioy that we {hal enioy crernal. The firſt | 
vſc of this point is, to make vs who doe | 
finde nothing perfectly, happie, nor com- 
Greable, which is ſubic4 to mortalitic, to 
rake our hearts and atfeAtions of this per1- 
{hing life and world, and ro caft away the 
love of corruptible things,and co beholde 
and afic4 the lyfe & bleſſings that are per- 
manentandevcrliaſting. Fhe ſecon1vſeis , 
tocomfort vs againſtewo rentariGs wher- 
; with we haveto fight: the one 15 couching | 
our preſent eſtate and fecling: i he other 
is rouching the feare that might center in 
our, mindes of that might befall vs in the 
poſſeſhon of this life of God in heaven. In | 
this preſent lyie wee have not onely ro 
looke foran ende of our lyfe and of all ! 
creatures, bur che Saintes they have a fee- + 
ling of the dayly decay of the outwarde 
man,& themſclves haſting to an end: now 
this death|thar cometh in betwixt vsand - 
our hope forlyfe, can not but fometimes 
trouble } 


H<eb. 10.34 
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trouble and grievoullie roxment the mind 
that hath no (ighrt of thac immorrall ſtate 
rocome: Therefore the wicked are weary 
in bearing of attliftion, and are alcogether 
vnable to digeſt the dolours and paynes 
which they conceive of dearn : having no 
ſence,nor (ſight, nor hope of a permanent 
and endles lif-: but the godly man, who 
finderh his inward man renewing daylie, 
and feeling in himſelfe the powers of the 
world to come, and bcing eſtabliſhed by 
hope,heis ſo farce from fainting with pre- 
ſent aiflictions,thathe retoycerth in them, 
as ſaith rhe Avoſtic to the Romanes, and 
ſo farre 1s hee from beiny diſcouraged or 
atfraid of dzath, thar he chulcth rather ro 
be diſſolved:yea many haue refuſed robe 
deliveced from d-ath,that they migh: re= 
ccive a bettcr reſurrection. Oifthis wret= 
ched worl4idid knowe what great advan- 
tage the man renewed hath aboue him 
who is not renewed,in the time of trouble 


andaffiition, and ſocciallic im the houre 


of death. which-putrerh an end to all the 
1oycs of this life: howe much would they 
eſteeme, of that renewing grace that brin= 
geth men-to the hope of an inheritance 
1mmortall: and how carefull would they 
be ro finde themſelves begotten againe ro: 


the hope of this inheritance, befyre thar 


heavie day of death doe come vpo them, 
that they might have comfort againſt 
the terrour of ir, by the ſence and fee- 
ling of the life of God begunne 11 their 

F'2 {oules 
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foules, which never can be enced, bur ra- 
eher perfired by the death of our fleſh, che 
foul: that hopeth even in dying, appre- 
hending eternall life: ſu the hope of this 
inheritice which is immoctcall, doth com- 
fort vs againſt the moccalitie of our pre- 
ſeat cſtare, and: future ruine and of #2 
ion of rhis preſent world, The ſecond 
vicis, tocomfort vs againſt that which we 
might feare ſhould happe co vs being pol= 
ſeſt againe with the life of Goq in heave,e- 
ve the loſſe of that life againe:che grounds 
of this feare may be the experience pait in 
Adam andin Angells : Adam being crea- 
red ro the likencs of God, & being placed 
1n Paradiſe,did neyertheles loſe his perftes 
Qion and lyfe,and was thruſt out of Para- 
diſe. Thus leftro himlelte, hee could nci- 
ther keep: his lyfe nor the poſſcfion of 
Paradtſe, bur looſfed both by obeving Sa- 
than, who did ſlay him in making him to 
ſinne, The Angcls that were in heaven 
with God, didnot kcepe their firſt eſtate 
wherein they were created, & whichthey 
did enioy in the preſence of God, and 
now arc re{:rved vnder darknes vnto the 
wdgement of the greatday, Who would 
nor feare at theſe examples to be deprived 
of lyfc, although once poſſeſſed with it, & 
thatalſo in heaven? Death having overs» 
throwen thelife both of man & Angell, 
eventhen when they enioyecd all perfeRte 
en of life,the onc in Paradiſe, the "o_ in 
cas, 
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KHeaven:What then 15 our cunſolation, eve 
this chat our lyfe which in.Chriſt we reco- 
ver,is.more {urethen the life which Adam 
had, cven then the life whiche Aiigells 
had by creation, for the1rs was ſubiect to 
haſarde,bur our life1s exempr from all ha- 
ſard of death:therefore are uy c not to feare 
that it ſhall befall to rovs-any more, as it 
didtothecm:For our inheritance which we 
looke'for is permanent and immoraall, 
therefore afterfour reſurredion wee shall 
bee no more in feare nor daunger. of 
death, Fer this corruptible ſhall pat on mcor- 
rwption, and this mortall ſhal pat an 1mmartality, 
and ihen ſhall death be ſmallawed wy mito Victory, 4 
mortality ſhalbe [wallowed Vp of fe, a1id death it 
ſelfe, that laſt enemie 1n that day ſhalbe 
dcftroyed: for death and hell ſthalbe caſt 
into the Jake of fire, which is the ſeconde 
death,thcn ſhal we ſing moſt ioyfully thar 
ſong of triumph : O «cath where 11 they fmgi © 
grave wher 11 thy Vedtory : I hns this firſt point 
doth enceedinglycomfort vs, & giveth vs 
ample matter of glorifying God ,that hce 
called vs,v ho are mortall and cortuptible 
creatures,fro this miſerable eftate,toa life 
that cndureth forever: yer doth this next 
property of this life and inheritance much 
more comfort the true children of God, 
who haveno furtherpleature in life it ſelf, 
then ſo farre as it doeth ſerve to the glory 
of God, albeir the wicked take nocare of 
diſhonoring God, ſo being they may live. 
| SEES - For 
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For hee that 1s trucly wylc, Kknoweth that 
the life which {erveth no wayes tothe ho- 
nourof God, {hall never procure hunour 
to him that cnioyeth it. And whe the Au» 
thour of his Ivfc 1s nothing bencfited by 
his lyfe, it were better for him ncver to 
have had lyfe,ſecing 1t mult needcs inthe 
end procure his greatcr harmc,aud there- 
fore ſceing God 15 holincs it ſeit, and ſo 
by conſequence, a mortall enemie of all 
yncleannes, there can be no happincs in a 
lyfc thartis vaclcanc and polluted, Forit 
{tar;deth ſure which the - Apoſtle ſayeth, 
That without holines,no max ſhall ſee Ged Forthis 
caule1t15,that the Saints ſizhe continual- 
licinthis life, becauſe of the burde of (in 
wherewith they arc burdened, knowing 
that a ncceſiitic of inning 1s laid vpon vs, 
whyle we walkin this carthly tabernacle, 
and therefore with the Apoſtle ro the Ro- 
manes,finding that we are ſoldevnder (in, 
{o that in our fleſh ther dwelleth no good- 
nes, and albeit by the grace of God to will 
be preſept with vs, yet we finde no meancs 
to performe that which 1s good, becauſe - 
although we delitc in the Law of God,co- 
ccrning the inward man, yet we ſti] ſee an- 
other law in our mEbers, rebelling againſt | 
thelaw of the minde. and leading vs cap- 
tive vnto the law of finne, which 1s 1n our 
members. Thertore | ſay with the Apoſtle: 
wee atc compelled to cric out againſt our 
Iyfe,0 wretched men that we are, who ſhall deliber 
& frm this body of death,cyer Wiſhing and de- 
firing 
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Gring to be freed trom rhis lyfe that is pol- 


luted, and in the which wee can not pre- 
ſerve our {clves from vncleancs.: And this 
13 the ſecond cauſe why this preſent life 18 
miſcrable/in all men,of what ſoever cltate 
thcy be: all men without exception being 
defiled with linne, cven from tneir fit 


COnception, 4s bemp both cen bed and Eerne Plal, 51.54 


#7 ſome; and theretore 151Tthat the S2untes 
delire ro be diſlolved, becanſethev know 


(as ſaith the Apoſtle)/hur if therr earthlie houſe 2 Cor,s. ts 


of rhis tabernacle were deſtreyed, they haue a butl- 
ding given of Ged that 1S an howſe not made with 
bacies but eternal in the heaVens: | W Ic h hov le 


they [halb ſinne no more, becauſe corruprias 
ſhalbe ſwallewed Gp of mcerruprien, Br this difte- 


«Tence now,betwixt this preſent tfivtul life, 
'& that bletled life in holines, to the which 


wee arc begotten againe, doeth appearc 
the cxcellccic of the one abour the other, 
& (o doth give 1uſt occaſion toal the god- 
lierocaſt the love of this life, & all things 
in it farre froin them: being ſo diſpoled by 
the gracc of God, that they can not love, 
nor like that, whereby their God 1s diſho- 
nored,& with as earneſt diligEce to preaſle 
forward to that other lyfe, which they lee 
tO be freed trom all vncleannes,& fo trom 
all occaſion of offending or diſhonoring 
their God. And yet furtnerto weigh the 
c6fort of this point, we muſt remeber that 
which is cSrained in the former, which in- 
(tructeth vs that this inheritice is immor- 
tall, Theſe rwo, (o {till accompanic one 
F 4 ang: 


Rom, 6.23. 
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another, that the one that is 1m1mortaliey, 
can not be without this other property of 
yndcfilednes. For g@cath is the rewardc of 


ſinne, ſothat were ſinne is nor, there 15 no 


death. Hereby appeareth that exccllEcy of 
this Iyfe, in that it 1s cxerpr from (inne, 
and ſo conlequently from death : ſo that 


this propertie may very well be called ,the 


cauſe of the other whiche precederh, thar 


15,Ilmmortalite:Like as Immortalitic way 


be compred the caule of the Jaſt property, 
that is vnchangeablenes, for ſinne : the fog 
of death, ſaith the Apoſtic. 4&1.d rherctore 
take away ſinne, which 15 the thing that 
dcehleth both vs and our ly fe, yea thc hea- 
vens,the earth,and al creatures, death {hal 
have nothing wherewith co anney v5: the 
ftreygrh of death,which is ſinne,bung 1a- 
ken away. Now ro come to the vic of this 
point, it ſcrweth for a threefolde comfore 
10 man! when either hee looketth to his e-+ 
ſtate,ev6 vncer grace in this prelet world, 
'or to the eſtate of man in h1s hrſt creation, 
or yet to the eſtate of Angels in their firſt 
creation. In his eſtate vnder grace, albeit 


pc have begun to live the life of God, yer 


{till as wee have ſaid, be findeth a rcbell1on 
of finn in his fleſſ;, reſiſting the will of God 
in his minde, which wee have shewethro 
be a matter of continuall grief to the god- 
J1c, now tothe heart oppreſſed with this 
godlie ſorrow for finne, thar daylic de- 
fileth him, what can bee more comforta- 
ble, then that hope of that lyfe, in the 

j which 
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which he $hall ccaſe from ſinne, and bee 
wholy freed from all the bondes & cordes 
of iniquitie inthe ful free dome and hber- 
tic of hohines. Herewith did the Apoſtle 
take vp him felfe from his griefe,in his exe 
clamatiuon Wherein he lamented his owne 
miſerie, inthe ſeventh Chap.to the Rom. 
After hee had ſfaide: O myſerable man that 
av vho ſhaldelfver me from the budy of this death? 
Locking to that bleſſed cftare of pertect 
holines, vnto the which we were called by 
Godin Chriſt, he addeth theſe wordes of 
conſolation,to recreate his owne ſoule: I 
thanke my God through leſus Chriſt 


my Lorde. This maketh the hart to re- 


ioyce,v hich nevercould otherwayes have 
perfite pleaſure norioy in the beginnings 
of grace,righteouſncs and holines graun- 
ted in this lyfe, no not in the greateſt 
meaſure, that ever was Liven b Chriſt Ie- 
ſus to any creature: bur this Avi of vi- 
Qoric maketh vs not to faint nor wearie 


Fom,7.24, 


in our minges, ſtrivirg againſt ſinne, bur . 


paticntly to fghr vnto the end, wayring 
for that blefſeg hope. Now if man locke 
furtkcr vnto that caſe wherein Adam ws 
in Paradiſe aibcit in the cſtate of perfeQtie 
on without finne, yet finne did prevayle 
over him, and 4d both defile him , and 
all other chings to him. Furtl:crmore, the 
Angels thar\werecreated in few 
did not ſtandin their firſt eſtate, but were 
overcome by ſinn.So ſtrong 2 thing is ſin, 
that neither man in his intcgritie, nor An« 
gclisintheir gloric, were able co refift it. 
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Hcrenow appearcth vpon the conſidera» 
tion of this propertic of our inheiitance, 
how cxcceding more happie 1s our eſtate 
1n Chniſt, then was the eſtate of Adam by 
Creation: yeathceſtate of Angells 11: glo- 
rie. Theireſtate was fubicR to falling, as 
dolctul cxperience in both did prove, but 
inthis eſtate wherevnto wee are renewed 
in Chriſt,there is no poſſibilitie of finning 
any morc,afcer weare poſleſt with ourlite 
in the heavens and lo the feare of the like 
miſerie whnch mighr ariſe in our heartes 
vpon their fall, is quite taken away : for 
ourliftc and inheritance is vndehled,, For 
when we ſhal cnioy the fruite of our high 


Prieſtcs oblation and recociliation, as he 


1s holy, harmeles,vndehiled, {cperate from 
ſinners,and wade higher the the heavens, 
ſolhall wee allo be holy, harmeles, vnde- 
filed, ſeperate from liuncrs, and made hi- 

her then the heavens. So then when our 
God (}1albeal in vs all, ſinne ſhall have no 
more p!ace in our minde, in wlll, in affcc- 
tion,nor any parte of our fleſh. And wher- 
as now to tholc that are defiled, nothing 
15 pure, but eventheir mindes and conſct- 
ences are dehled. yo then when wee shal- 
be vndehled, all things shall be clcane to 
vs, the heavens, the carth and all riygy, 


becauſe wee our (elves, our mindes and 


conlſciences shalbe cleane: and thereforc 
3s it that wee waite for new heavens, and 
a newearth, wherein dwelleth rightcoul- 
acs, For in that kingdome, wherin no vn- 

cleance 
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cleane thing shall enter, all things shalbe 
clcane, & ſo cftabl1shed in cleanncs, that 


nothing chalbe ablc ro defile them for e+: 


ver. Here is the comfort for them thar 
mourne in this life for their owne {innes, 
and the ſinnes and abominations that are 
committed in the niiddes ofthe houlc of 
God, even that they them fclves, and rhe 


whole houlc of God, shalbe delivered f10 Fzeck. 9, 


filthines of finn,bcing poſſeſt with that e 
verlaſtivg rightcouſnes Which 1s brought 


in by the tone of God. Now tolloweth the The Sa: 


third prope1tic of our 1nheritace which 1s 
that it withereth not. T his maketh vp the per- 
fecio of uureſtate in heaven:tornothing 
can makca man happie, which is not con- 
ſtart ang ſtable without change. Therich 
man 1s not made happie by his vncertaine 
r:ichcs, becauſe as lob, he may be turned 
to povertic,and his habitation made deſo- 
late. So is it of all things carthlic:for there 
1s nothing conſtant vnderthe ſunne,ther- 
forc all is but vauvitte. It is true that not 
only the wicked bur even ſometimes the 
children of God, being 11 proſperite , wil- 
be brovgh [ro ſay * That they ſhall aye mm their 
Neſt : that their rocte 15 ſpread out by the water, 
and thereſore the) ſhall never Le muoved, ner ſuffer 
«ny changes, butthey tinac when the Lord 
Shall hide bis face, that they are troubled 
and their eſtate changed. Moreover, al- 
beit all other things >hould conrinew af- 
ter one, yet mans owne frayeltic maketh 
its life miſerable: for albeit he grew vpin 
ſtrength 


24. 


nts 
in heaven 
rot ſubiet 


to change, 


Iob. 29,18 
19. 

Pial. 10. 6, 
Plal, 30.6, 
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ſtrength and a&tvenes, yet age cometh & 
changeth him:So thatthe moyſture of his 
life being dricd vp, they wither as graſle, 
even as the herbe and graſſ=: of the field, & 
trees of the forreſt, albeit rhey floriſh in 
ſnammer, yet 11 winter they wirher, and 


1 Pet. 1.24, looſe allcheir beautic of their life. There- 


Jam. 1 , 190. 


fore Aoeth depirit of God __ all 
fleſh ro graſſe,and the glorie ot flcth ro the 
floure of the graſſe, bucauſc as the graſle 


Blai.40, 6, Withererh and the floure fallcth away : to 


docth alſo all fleſh, and all the gloric of | 


ficſh wither and fall away, and ſo by time 
5 worne out. The conſideration of this 
poynt made Meſes the manof God, to la- 
mentthe miſerie of mans life, laying it our 
deforc the Lord, ſaying : Man in ihe mor- 
ning, he groweth like the graſſe; indethe 
morning it flor1ttheth and groweth, but in 
theevening itiscur downe and withereth: 


Plal.905+ the time of our hife 11 threeſcore yeares and tenne, 


axd if they be of frength, foure ſcore yeares : yer 
the ſtrevgrh 16 bur labuur and torroxw, for 
1t.iscut of quicklic,and we flicaway, Now 
although a life were everlaſting and ex= 
empt trom ſinne, yer could it not bring 
perfect contentement ro man, except 1t 
were ſuch as could ſuffer no alteration, If 
the ſtrong man could contincw ctenallie 
in;his ftrergth, and not become weake, 
he mighr have 1oy in his eſtate; and lo 
alſo the beautifull man:the rich man:the 
honorable man, &c. but let a man be in 
never ſo good cRate, in this life, and as 

| CON»s 
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gomtented with his eſtac, as flesh can be, 
et all his contentemenr is taken from 
him by che-neceflitie of Change, where- 
to all things vnder the ſanne are ſubic, 
Therefore for Gary $6: of our ioye, our 
God hath prepared alifc and inheritance 
tor vs in Chriſt, which} withereth not: 
but looke what glorie, ſtrength, power 
and maioſtic wee shalbe indewed with at 
the comming of Chriſt in that ſame glo- 
ri- ,-ſtrentgh, power, and bcaurie of life, 
and in that tame mealure wee shall conti- 
new for ever without changes: our life 
and inheritance futtcring neither dimi- 
nution nar alteration of ttrength, nor be- 
autie,norglorie, bur ill Aorishing tn the 
perfeion of ſtrengeh , beautic, glorie, 
and riches, and honour, I his sheweth 
and teacheth vs what 1s the difference 
berwixt this preſent life and the life ro 
come. This life is not perfited ac the firlk, 
but reccyved increaſe and grouth, rill we 
come to the pertice ſtature and ſtrength of 
a man. Therefore it continueth not ſo, bur 
admnitreth decreaſe & daylic diminution, 
til atlengrth afterlong witheting,ir bee all 
conſumed, bur in heave art the hiſt we are 
exaltcd ro the acc6vlished perfeis of fe- 
licite:& in that perfeAis we shal continew 
etcnallie;our glorie never becoming lefſe; 


our toye never diminishing: our beautie 


never fading : our ſtrength never impat- 
ring. What would not a man ſuffer foc 


fuch a life,and what would he not forſake, 
co 
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ro the end he might emioy this life. The 
world mult either bee blinde, or beaſtlie 
without meaſure, that doth nor long to be 
out of this world, that they mav enjove 
this bleſſed eſtate, that never changeth, 
This ſerveth to comfort vs inthe changes 
ofthis preſent lyfe, becauſe we know that . 
oureltate in heaven (thalbs exempt from 
all changes,and to incourage vs againſt al 
feare that can come ypon the change thar 
came vpon Adam his life in Paradiſe: who 
being without ithame, yer wasturnedtoa | 
ſhamefull ſtare, Bur to coclude this point, 
the Apoſtleto the Corinthes ſerreth forth 
moſt |ivelie theſe three propertics of our 
eſtate in heaven, in the deſcription of our 
Reſurrection from the dead, opponing | 
the pteſent condition of our bodies to the 
future qualities in hcaven, and compre- 
henderth the difference in theſe three ſpe- 
Ciallie:T hat our bodjes are ſowen mm corrupts on, (f 
are raiſed in mcorruption : they are ſowen m diſho- 
worr {3 are raiſed mglorie:they are ſowen im weak- 
res,77 rryſed mpower, And he concludeth by 
the fourth point, which 1s as it were the 
cauſc of che other three, to wit, chat they are 
ſowen natarall bodies, 77 are raiſed ſpiritudll bodyes, 
Hereby incorruprion is expreſſed, the firſt 
propertie of our mbheritance here: mentio- 
ned, which is :-2wortalitie : & 1n the ſecond 
15 comprehended Gndeflednes: and in the 
third this vzch.cmgeablenes. For our ly fe shal- 
b-immorrtall, becauſe we shalberaiſcd in 
incotruption: and vur{ vile bodies, disho- 
| NOra=. 
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norable for ſinne and frutes thereof, shal- 
be raiſed in glorie,and therefore free from 
being detiled any more: & the cauſe why 


ourlite shall not wither, 1s, becauſe that 


our bodyesthatare here weake,shalbe rai- 
ſed in power,& the cauſe of all theſe three 
conliſteth, in the different manner of li- 
ving that we have here, and shall have in 
thc heavens, becaule our bodics here are 
naturall bodies, or animate bodies after 


. thelife of Adam,who was created aliving 


ſoule: therfore is our lyfe ſubie& to mor- 
talitie, dishonour and changes, fora ſoule 
cannotgiveimmortalitic, puritic,nor vn- 
changeablenes toa body, butin the hea- 
vens our bodyes 5 halbe (pirituall bodyes, 
afcer the life of Chriſt, who was madea 
quickening ſpirit 2 for by the ſpirit of life 
that is in Chriſt Icſus, shall wee live alto- 
gither in heaven, God being allinall. The 

rincipall vſe of this poynt, beſides theſe 
Lofoce ſpoken, 1s rocomfort vs in tentati- 
ons of this preſent life, when we finde our 
ſpiriruall changeg,cveE of our lite inChriſt: 
for the ſpirituall man is not atall tymes a- 
like, his faich being ſomerimes ſo ſtrone, 
that hedareth boaſt with David, that a!- 


though he walked throw the Galley of the ſhadow of 


death, yer woreld he feare none ebull : and though an 
boaſ# patcheth agamst him, yet his hart ſhould not be 


«fraid, At other times his faith becommerth Plal.37.3s 


ſo weake, being ſore aſſaulted, rb.ce brs heart 
fayleth him: yea even at {mall occaſions. 
Peter that even now dud boaſt, though = 
tC 


Plal.2 3-40 
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he world should foriake his Lord, yee 
Rould he never forſake him, At che voyce 
of a maide,' is brought to forſweare him, 
The ſpirituall man futtayning the lame 
changes that doth the naturall man The 
aaturall life which now doth flocish in 
ſtrength and beaurie, doth ſutfer changes 
by ficknes, by age, and by affliction, that 
ſometimes it weakneth, ſometimes it ſce- 
meth to be quite away, when 1t 1s oppre(- 
ſed, ſo that the body lycth as dead ina 
tranuce,, even ſo the ſpirituall lyfe hath 
the ſame fits, ſometimes the Chriſtan ha- 
ving great difficultie to hold his hope,and 
ſomerimes being forced to mourne , as 
one alreadic among the dead,and one ca- 


' ſteth cleane away from the preſence of 


God, al! ſence of the life of God being re- 
moved bv ſomeextraordinaric centation, 
or to great (ecuririe in ſpirituall exerciſes. 
This do'h even the ſpiritual! man fhnde, 
that in his ſpirituall life, although itneyer 
be taken away, yet doth ic many wayes 
ſceme to decay, and ſomerymes vrrcerlie 
to be gone: againſt this griefe have we to 
comfort our ſelves with the hope of this 
eſtate in the which our life $hall never 
any more be ſubic@ro changes, neither 
Shall our ſoules be vexed with ſuch renta- 
tions,as now doe bring the (trongeſtChri- 
ſtian ofrentimes ro a moſt pitifull weak- 
nes, ſothat their ſoule refuſerh comfort, 
and become fo aſtonished, that they can 
not ſpeake,and ſo filled withevill, that 

chey 


and bitter our of mcaſure , ſayeth the 
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they ſeeme t&be cur off, dyubting of their 

life, And that which 1 ſpeake of faich, [ 

ſpcake alſo of . h- cemayning partes of our 

Nite: of ow: loye to God and his Sanits: our + 
ſanAihcationtour zcal:0urioy:our peace: 

whic? all ſo:necimes floriſh, ſometimes 

fade and wicitor, Which all in the life to 

come (hall remaineercrnallie, and ſtili flo- 

riih in their fal perfectis. Thus much royu- 

ching the excellencic of our inheritance, 

Now followeth the thicd poyne, which is 
cocerning the ſurctic of this inheritance, The cer- 
which is the third thing that worketh the faintie of 
fulnes of our ioy , When we know that {#1vatione 
therisa life after this life ro be hoped for, 

and that this life 1> moſt excellent. And 

laſtlic, char it is impoſkible to fruſtrate vs 

of this life, The other two doe provoke a 

thirſt and carneſt deſire of rhis life, bur 

the third bringerh peace and confolation 

to the man rhat longeth for it: when hee 
knoweth aſſurcedlie that hee shall haveit, 

Whereas the contrarie 15 a veric hell to the 
conſcience. For when 1t 15 given to a man ,” 
to know there is a life prepared fora man 

1n hcavs, and that this life 1s ſo excellent, 

that there is nothing worthie of ir in this 

world : Whatgrief and vnſpeakeable ſor- 

rowe muſt it breed to him, to be deprived .. 

of that eſtate, wherein he ſeth (ach feli- 
citie? Eſa, when he heard that he was g,,, 
dzprived of the bleſſing, following rhe 
dirthright, he cryed out with agrearcrie 


37; 


G ſpt- 


DJ 


Heb, I2, 


2 Pet.2.1, 
Jud, it, 


Nun. 23, 
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{ſpirit of God: for hee would haue inheri- 
ted the bleſſing, and therefore ſought ir 
with teares, but hee was reiccted, ſaith the 
Apoſtle tothe Hebrewes,& found noplace 
to repentance in his Father. I his 1s rhe 11{t 
iudgement of God again all prophane 
perſons,who preferre 1n their worldlie ne- 


ceſlities,the pleaſures of this life crothe 1n- 


heirtance of the life to come: to make 


their vaineand fruittes deſires of that life, 
ro torment their mindes. The ſame moo- 
vedBalaa,n,that prophane prophete,which 
loved the wages of vnrighteouſnes (ſeeing 
the bleſſed end of the righteous, bur no 
waycs aſſured to enloy it) ro crie out: Olet 
me dye the deatn of the Þ 1 Ia ler 


my laſt end be like his. So deadlieawound 


doth pcarce the ſoulethat tindeth no aſſu- 
rance of thathife, wherein conſiſterh all 
felicicie,, Therefore to make vs pertakers 
of that ſolide conſvlation whichis proper 


| 


» 
' 


rothe godlie,om God doeth let vs ſce how?! 


ſure & certaine this life 15 to al that ard be- ' 


AUILEY to the hope of it, For it 1S4+h1 er- 


taine aſſurance of the cnioying of ir that 


worketh ſtrong conſolation 1n the Saints, ' 


as is manifeſt by the wordes of the Apoſt| 
to the Hebrewes, Ged ({aycth hee) willing 
more aboundantlie to ſhew Vnto the heres of pronuſe 


the fablenes of has counſel, bownd him ſelfe by an 


earth, tht by two immutable things, wherem it 1 
1mpoſſible that God ſhould lie, we mught have ſtrong © 


conſolation : who h,tue our refuge, to lay holde ven 


that hope, 1hut 45 ſet before Hs. Declaring hcre- 


by 
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by that the itrength of our 10ye,dependeth 
ypon the infalliblenes of our hope. Ther- 
fore is 1t, that David gocth pray tro God in 


the hundreth and fixt P{alme, That he would py 106, 


remember him with the faGonr of his people, u7 that 
hee would Viſitte him with his ſalEation, Tothar 
end he ſudioyneh himſiclte that ſayth.Thae 
1 may ſee the feline of thy choſen,vy [o rerc)ce m the 
10) of thy people, and glorie with thine mheritance, 
Shewing that withvwur light of this felicitie 
and cerraine aſſurance of it, no heart can 
10y norglorie,as doe the children of God, 
Wecomethercforero conſider this poynr, 
which 1s ſet downe to vs in two partes, 
according to the twofolde Jaunger which 
may ſceme to bein the attayning to this 
life, The firſt is, in the life it ſelfe, ro know 
that it be ſure. The (ſecond 1s1n vs,to know 
that wee be ſare to thar life, For if cither 
that life might be taken away from vs, or 
yerthat we could be taken away from en- 
10ying that life, there could bee no cer- 
raintie of itto our ſoulcs, Therefore farſt 
the Apoſtle declareth, howthis life is kept 
for vs. Next, he iheweth how we are kept 
for it: that ncither 1t can be taken awav 
from vs, nor wee from it. The keeping of 
It is ſct downe in theſe wordes ; Reſerved m 
the heabens for vs: and the keeping of vsto 
it, inthe wordes following : who are kept by 
rhe power of God through fauth vnto ſal v.atio. And 
laſtlie, therimec ofthe manifeſtation of ir, 
1s ſer downe to vs by the Apoſtle, ſaying: 
Which is prepared to be ſhewed m the lafF rime. 
G 2 A$ 
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As touching the firſt parte of the ſuretie 


of out life, 1t confiſteth firſt in the keeping 


of it. Secondlie, in the place whete it 18 -* 


kept. And thirdlic in the end whereforeic 
1s kept in the heavens. /7 «: kepr {ſaycth the 
Apoſtle) m the heabew , and tht for vs. Firſt 
then we will ſpeake of the keeping of it, 
which bringeth great conſotation rothe 
belceving foule. Angells loft their life, be- 
cauſe the Lord did not keepe it trothem : 
And Adam loft his life likewiſe, becauſe 
It was comnred to his owne keeping. Bur 
now the Lord doth no more commit the 
keeping of our life in Chriſt to our (elves, 
becaufe we ſhould doubtleſſe looſe it a- 
gaine. For if manin his integritic was not 
able to keepe his life: how much leſle 1s 
he able to doe 1t in his corruption and 1n- 
firmitie?yea the veric Angels, that yer doe 
contincwin'the life of God, were not able 
toinqure,if God did nor preſerve them in 
that life, Bleſſed therfor be God, who hath 


taken in his owne hande rhe cuſtoctie of | 


ourlife. The Apoſtle doeth herein «<ofort 
him ſelfe againſt che ſhame of the Croſſe, 
which he did ſufter for preaching the £0- 
ſpell, ſaying : For which cauſe 1 alſo ſuffer theſe 


things: But I am mit aſhamed , for I brow whim T 


h1re beleeved, &c, TI his made Paul reiovce, ' 


thatGod was able ro keep his life,to whom 
he had comm1:tedir. And rhis 1s the great 


mercieof ourGod towards vs,that he doth 


rake the carc of keeping our life hin felf. 
Sathan 1s moſt carctull,fomerimes againſt 
OUuTr 
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.gr {cl ves, (ymectimes againſt onr life : for 
; when he can not prevaile againſt the per- 
ſon to entiſe h1mro linne,and foto death, 
then doth heaſfaile his !ife, putting ar his 
faith, to ſee it hecan wreſt from him bis 
confidence in God: knowing that the de- 
ſtruts of our perionvs followeth the loſſe 
ot our ſpirituall life in Chriſt But thankes 
be to God, that it 1s not in our hande ro 
looſe our life, ſince it is not commuted to 
our keeping. And therefore in our greateſt 
rentations, when it ſeemeth, according to 
our ſenſe and feeling,that Satnan hath ta- 
ken from vs, our peace, our ioy, our tigh- 
tcouſnes , our confidence, our light, and 
communion with our God: fo that it ap= 
peareth to vs, that weare vtterlie R___ 
ten of God, &all hope of lite zaken from 
vs: yet we may boldlie anſwere, that our 
life 1s not loſt , althovgh all ſenſe be taken 
from vs of it: for our life is gortin our kee- 
ping, but in his, who is ſtronger then all,& 
therefore no tentation 1s able ſoto over- 
come vs, thar we bee compelled to caſt a- 
way our contidence in God, whois faith- 
full, vato whom m all our [vfſermgs according to his 
will,we com our ſoutes 19gwel dozng as to a faithfall 
Creator: according tothe exhortatis of the 
Apoft. Per. in his 1. Epi.cha.q. &19,verſe. 
For he doth not expone our life to hazard, 
as he didthe life of Angels &of Adiin pa- 
radiſe, The gates of hel are not able to pre- 
vailagainſt theele& of God i1nChriſt,lince 
God him ſelfe is the keeper of their life, 
G 3 The 
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The ſecond part 1s, concerning the plan” 
where it is kept,and thac is, ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, Heabex. Doubtles,it 1s much more ſure 
whichis layd vp in hcaven theEthar which 
is kept in earth, for there Sathan hath no 
ſuch acceſſe,nor power to cxecute his craft 
and malice, as he h£h in the earth. For his 
labour is,in compaſling rhe carth ro& fro, 
as he (ayzth himſelfe in the booke of lob, 
Therefore whatſoever is taken our of the 
earth, and put in the heavens, 15 exempt 
from all daunger of the Divilles malice. 
Therefore is it that our God willing to al- 
ſure vs chat our lyfe is in no daunger,dorh 
hew vsthat it isin the heavens. For that 
which wee enioy herein this worlde, 15 an 
earneſt of our lyte, but nor the life it (elfe, 


For it is true which the Apo. ſaythtothe 


Colofhans: That we are dead und that onr lyſe 1s 
hid with Chri/f tx God. T he vie of this point 1s, 
ro make vs hfrvpour mind to thole things 
which are aboue, as the Apoſtle in that 
ſame place exhorteth vs, and to ſer our af- 
feftions on theſe things which are aboue, 
becauſe our lyfe 1s above with Chriſt, and 
th:reforcit becometh vs to have our con- 
ver{ation,as Citizens of the heaven: From 
whence we look for the Saviour even the 
Lord lefus, &{o coſ:quently for our lyfe, 
for ourlyfe 1s with him:and when he ſhall 
appeare from heaven, then (hall our life 
alſo appeate with him. Therefore ovght 
wero mortiftie our members,whichare on 
theearth. For where ſhall a mans heart be 
butwhere his treaſure is, & what ca be our 
\ treaſure 


} ſolong as they are in this world, ſecing —_ 4 
| their life isnot in this world : And there- © 
| forethat they oughero foryert that which 
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tleaſure more then our lyfe? Therefore 

heavie is the 1udgement that the Apoſtle Philip, 3.12 
teacherh againſt them that mindeearthlic ,,,"* 
things, writing to the Philippians. There 
1s nothing can moove a man more to ſeek 
for heaven,then this,to know,thart his life 
is there, and nothing can ſerve ro mode- 
ratc our love of this world,& of all things 

| 1nthis world, more the this, to know the 

' belong nor to our life, which condfterh 
; norin them, norin any thing vnder the 
Cane, ſeing that it is in the heavens. More-.. 
| over this warneth the godhle, with the 
Apoſtle Paul, to chinke, that they have 
notyetattayned rothe Reſurrection from 
the dead, or that they are already perfe&t 


is behynde, & indevour thelelves to thar 
which is before, and follow harde toward 
the mark, for the price of the high calling 
of God in Chriſt leſus, Further, 1tis a (fin- 
uler comfort againſt the fall of Adam: 
For hee had his life in Paradiſe, but not in 
the heavens, therefore was his lyfe ſubicct 
to ſpoyle, whereas ours 1s in the heavens, 
and therefore nor ſubicQ to ſpoile. And 
yet toaugment our toy in this point, wee 
have to conlider that which the Apoſtle 
ſayeth to the Coloſhans concerning our Col, 3.4; 
ly fe. /r # (faith he) hid with Chrift im God, Firſt 
Iris hidd, Secondlic1tis hid with Chriſt, 
Thridlie, it is hidd with Chriſt in God. 
 Weeour (elves, who have further ſight of 
| G4 things 
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things that arc above,the Sathan hath,d,. 
not {ſec our lyfe, it is yet hid ft6 vs, for ze 
Ger eye did [ee,nor eare huth heard , neither came im 
mans heart, thethizgs which God hath prepared for 


them that lobe kim: much more then 15 it hid 
from Sathan,rthart he can not lee 1t. Secod- 


ly, it 1s hid with Chriſt, even with him 
who hath given his life fur it, and purcha- 
{cdittovs by his owne death. It can bee 
with none to whom we can more ſ{ccurcly 
credit it, or Whoca have morecatc to pre- 
ſerve it, He was faithfull in all chat the Fa= 
ther d1d commit to him, for none of them 
that the Father gave him, did be loſe: And 
this 1s the Fathers will,that he ſhould give 
ericrnall life ro all thEt hat the Father hath 
given him, & this life that he ſhould give 
vs,1s with him who ſhould give it, There- 
fore it muſt ve jn ſure Keeping: yeamore 


It is hid with him, becauſe he is ourlifcir 


ſelfe, and now hee being taken out of our 
fghc,and hid in the heavens, our hife can 
not be {cene, ti] he be ſcene againe: this 1s 
the ſurctic of our Iyfe, that it 1s with our 
Savior, Who in purchaling of it,did ſpoyle 
rhe principalities, ang powers, ahd made a 
ſhew of them openhc, and trinwphed 0- 
ver them inthe Crofſe:to whom ali things 
arc ſubdued, & who is the head of all prin- 
cipaitity and power. Third!y,it 1s in God. O 
ab iu a cointort 1s this, that the Lord him- 
ſclfe 15 the place, even the Coffer or Chiſt, 
;3n the which our life is kepr, fo that Satha 
muſt ſpoyle God himſcite, before he be a- 
ble co ſpoyle our life, The damnea Bag 4 
ha 
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had their life in the heavens, but kept in 
theſelves,& therfore loſt they it, And ther- 
fore as the Keeping of our life in heave,al- 
ſureth vs againſt the feare of the lyke loſſe 
thar befcll ro Adam, who had his life in 
earthlic Paradiſc, vnto the which Sathan 
found acceſle : So this keeping of it with 
Chriſt in God, aſſureth vs againſt the ter- 
rour of the Angells fall. This now concer- 
ning the place where our life is kept. Now 
ſolloweth the end wherfore it is kepr, and 
that is for vs, ſaith the Apoſge, It were no 
comfort to vs how ſurely ſoever this inhe- 
ritice,ſo exceller,were kept by God,if God 
did keepe1t for Angells, or if he did keepe 
itfor any other creature,or for himſelf on- 
ly. For no happines of any other creature 
could c6tort me,l being my ſelf deprived 
of it; but here 1s our cofort, that we know, 
this life which is kept by Godin heaven,is 
kept for vs,&{or none other. Therforethe 
wicked,w ho have no aſſurance to gent this 
life, have no c6forrt if the ſure keeping of 
Ir. The vcry (peech cf the Apoltle leadeth 
vst0 colid':r Vhat blufled 1x the man, who 
1sin the fe:luwſh;ip of the cIcR, for whom 
this life is 0:d-aincfd,that he may fay,as the 
Apoltl: doth here, i hat hee is one of the 
nuber for who that }:fe 1s kept. This is rhe 
maner of the Sain:cs ſpeach, becauſe they 
ſec that it is inthe communion of Sainres, 
that they enioy all the bleſſings of Godin 
Chriſt. Therefore to {peake of their cn- 
ioying of then in this fellowſhip, as being 
of that number. This 1s the third ceY 
that 


Lifeis kepe 


for vs, 


d 
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thar Sheweth the (uretic of this life to vs, 
even becauſc it is for vs that God keeperh 
it, It was doubtles agreattenration tothe 
POO rec .ananittfh woman of Sarephenica, When 
the heard Chriſt ſay, that hec was nor ſent 
but ro the loſt ſheepe of the houle of 1fra- 
cll: and yet more heavie, when ſhe heard 
him ſav tohir, That it was not good to 
take the childrens bread, and to caſt itto 
doggcs,as though he had neither ben ſent 
ro her,nor yet had gottEthe diſpeſation of 
grace,to beſtow ought on her therof,& if 
her faith had not overcome this aſſault, ic 
had bene better for her never to have kno- 
wen, that he was the Lord of life, ſent into 
the world forthelife thereof:bur her con- 
{olation could not be raken from her, nor 
her confidence drawe out of her heart, be- 
cauſe ſhee did ſee through faith in him, 
that even the dogges of the Gentiles were 
rucateof the crummes of the childrens ta- 
ble. This alſo made the Gentiles to re- 
10yce1n their hearts & be glad, when they 
heard of the Apoſtle Paul, rhat God had 
ordained Chriſt a Saviour,& alight to the 
Gentiles. when before they heard of the 
promiſe made tothe lewes, and fulfilling 
thereof in Chriſt, in whom forgivenes of 
ſ1innes was preached,& defired& beſoughe 
the Apoltles Paul and Barnabas, that they 
would preach theſe wordes to them the 
next Sabbath day. Doubdles they would 
hauc given all the world, to haue ben ſure 
\ that that conſolation which was preached 
: djs .r0 
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to the Iewcs, might alſo haue belonged ro 
them. And therefore when the next Sab- 
bath day they had ic, our of the Apoſtles 
_ confirmed by the (ſcripture, that 
God had madeChriſt the I1ght of theGen= 
tiles, that he ſhould be the ſalvation vnto 
the end of the world : Iris ſaid, that they 
wereglad, and glorifted the word of the 
Lord, For what avayleth it a man to heare 
that there is ſalvation for men in Chriſt,8& 
that there 15 an vaſpeakable felicine layed 
vpin the heavens, except that he know 
that he is one of the men for whom it 1s 
prepared: thoſe mens religion. that con(i- 
ſeth only in the certaine knowledge that 
there is a Saviour, and that there is remiſ- 


(jon of ſinnes in his blood, and erernall life" 


toallchat beleeve in him, and yer never la- 
bored to know if he was given tothem a 
Saviour in percicular vnto the remiſſion 


"of their linnes, and giving of erernall life 


to them 1n particular, 1s nothing bur a 
fantalie withour fruits or comfort, Here 
is then the chief poynt, that this life is ſu- 
relie kept, & rhat for vs. Neither can ever 
the ſoule of a poore [inner receiuecofort, 
vnrtill it be ſaid co his foule, to thee be- 
longerh remiſſion of (linnes, and to thee 
15 reſerved ſalvation in the heavens, Then 
1s his heazt eſtabliſhed in hope. Thus 
much now for the ſucrtie of our inheri- 
tance. Now'folluweth the ſure keeping 
of vsfoit: and this is brought by way of 


a deſcription of the Saintes, For when the 
| Apoltla 
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Apoltle had faid, that this inheritance is 
kept in the heaven for vs,thcu he expoun- 
dceth whom hee doth vnderſtand by that 
word $.,cven thole {faith he) who are kept 
by the power Gt God through faith vnto 
ſalvario,which is preparcd to be ſhewed in 
the lait tine. So that the{e words doe both 
containe a deſcription of the children of 
God, and in their deſcriprion, a declarati- 
on of their ſ{uretie vnto lite. I he farſt poine 
of this d: {cription Nandeth in their xee- 
ping : the ſecond 11 the power whereby 
they are kept. The third, in the meane 
whereby this power doth keep them. And 
laſtlic,the end wherefore they are kept. As 
concerning their keeping, it 15a marter of 
great moment to the child of God, for al- 
though he knoweth that his life be ſure e- 
nough, becauſe it is in heaven, and there 
kept with Chriſt in God,for him, yer here- 
In 1s his peace and 1oy troubled : becauſe 
he himiſelfe is yer in the earth, ſubic and 
exponed to the tentations of Sathan, of 
the world, and of thc fleſh: and daylicin 
daunger to bee overcome, and ſo tq bee 
ſpoyled from that life, that is ſure 1n the 
heavens, Bcing therefore in this daunger, 
and by experience t1ying ofrimes his own 
weaknes, and the ſtrength of his enemies, 
in his manifeſt flydings and fallings:never 
can he have lolide comforr, till his minde 
be aſſured, that the yares of hell ihall not 


4.8. bee able to prevaile againſt him: finding 


the power of God magnified in his ot 
ta 


from my youth, but they could not prevarle againſt 
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tall hodic, in that (though hee bee aft- 
ed on everie (ide) yet hee 1s not in di- | 
ftres : though hee be in doubr, yer hee dif- | 
paircth nor: though hee bee perſecuted, | 
yet hee is never forfaken : and although 
hee bee ofr caſt downe, yer hee perith<rh 
not, They rhar truft m the Lord, being 
as Mount S1on, which can not bec remo- 
ved, but remaineth forever, Sothar they 
may ling 1n that ſong of the Saintes in the 
hundreth and rwentie nyne Pfalme: They 
have oftcntymes affiitted mee ſrom my youth, May 
Iſraell Xow [a»p. T hey habe oftentimes 1idted mee 


Plal.129.1, 


me. For the ſame God, who hath raken the | 
keeping of ourlyfe, hath alſo taken the | 
keeping of vsto that lyfe, Therefore the | 
Apoſtle Paul, who reioyceth in this, that ,qj,,h,u | 
God , to whom hee had committed his gz, | | 
lyfe, wasableto keepe it vnto thatday: 2 Timoth,4 | 
doth alſo bolalie glorie in this afſurance; 18, 
That the Lord will deliver him from e- | 
verie cvill worke, and will p-c{erve him 

vnto his heavenlic kingdome. Our Sa- 

viour willing to comfort vs, againſt the 
oricfe of his bodilie departure ou: of this 

worlde, before his death, did recommend Ioh.17, 1; 
vs all, who are in this worlde, ro his Fa- 15+ 

thers keepir:g, leaſt wee should thinke 

our ſeives left withou a keeper, when 

hce who whylc hee was in the world, did 

keepe vs, was no more in the worlde, 

It is impoflible that the Father should de- 

ney the Sonn any thing,that he shallaſke: Iab.t 1.44, 
for the Father hearcth the Sonne alwayes. 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt Iclus likewilc in the tenth of Tohn, 
ſpeaking of che ſure feliciry of his ſheepe, 
thackbey (hould never pcriſh : he giveth 
the rcaſon, from the ſure keeping of them 
inthe hande of the Father, My Father (ſaith 
he) which gave them mee, i: greater then all : and 
none 15 able to take them out of my Fathers hande, 
XNetther({ayeth he)ſhaloneplucke them out of my 
handei, And he addeth likewy le the realon. 
For 1 ((alth he) and my Farker (who 1 fironger 
then all) are one, The ſccond point of our 
conlolation, is, from the power whereby 
God doeth keepe vs, even the power of 
God himſelfe. I he reaſon why the know- 
ledge of this is requiſite, may well bee ga- 
thered out of the fixt to the Epheſians, 
where the Apoſtle cxhorting vs to arme 
our ſclves with this power of thc Lords 
might, doeth give vs a reaſon why wee 
ſhould doe ſo, becan/e (\aith he) we wreftle 
wot againſt fleſhe and blocd, but agamit Prmcipals- 
t163,4agam#it Powers, apamſi worldly GoVernoars, 
the prmces of darknes of this world, agaimfſt [pirituall 
wickedzeſſes, which are mihe high places, T here- 
forc he biddeth vs, To rake rhe whole armour of 
Ged, |f wee had only to doe with fleſhand 
blood, it might be that the power of lesh 
& blood might be ſufficient for vs, to dc- 
fend vs: for ther 1s nor, nor hath bene, any 
power of man ſogreart, but there hath bene 
and ſhalbe a power of man able to with- 
ſtande it. Soif a Prince did ryſe againſt 
vs,we might flie vnder the ſhadow "4 any 
ther Princes winges for our ſccuritic, but 
no 


he be,is abls ro defend him ſelfe,much leſle 
others,fcom the aſfaultes of Sathan, ſinne, 
and dearth. Theſe three are ſtronger then 
any creature. for ſinne hath overcome 
both Man andAngell.and death, by linne, 
and Sathan prevailed againſt inan in his 
integritie. Therefore it 1s moſt needfull 
that wee bee guarded by another power 
ſtronger then the powcr of man, yea 
ſtronger then the power of Angells, and 
yer ſtronger then the power of {inne and 
death , which haue gotten dominion 
overall men, and over agreat many An- 
gells. Now, a greater power then theſe 
18 not, Cxcept only the power of Gcd: 
who is able only to ſubdue all things to 
himſelfe, by the power of his mighr. This 
ſ{erveth firſt ro c6fort vs againſt all terrour 
of the Divells power and malice, who as 
ſaith theApoſtle,Goerh about ble 4 roarimg Ly- 
on, ſcehmg whom he may devorre, Kn owing that 
we are kept by thar ſtronger one, who is 
able ro binde that ſtrong one, that is, Sa- 
than,and ſpoyle him of his goods,even by 
that mightie Sampſon, who by his owne 
death did deſtroy him that had the power 
of death , that is the Divell: and by that 
ſtrong Lyon of the Tribe of luda.Second- 
lie,it ceacheth vs thatleſſon of the Apoſtle 
to the Corinthes, not to rceloyce of our 


ſelves, except it bee of our infirmities, 


in the which wegladlic ought to reioyce, 


thac the power of Chriſt may dyell in vs. 


More- 
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.no man, in the world, how great ſo cver 


1 Pet.g.T, 
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Moreovcr, even in our 1intirmities, in re- 


roches, 1n n-ceſſiries , in perſecutions, in” 


anguiſh for Chriſtes ſake, we ſhould rake 
pleaſure: becaute when we are weak,chen 
are weeſtrong: ; forth: power of God is 
made perfitethrough weaknes,as theweth 
the ſame Apoſtle inthe ſameplace.Third- 
ly, this ſhewerh the vanitie of all choſe 
men, who doe eſteeme them ſelues {ure 
ynougn guarded againſt the power of the 
Dev1ll,by Crofſings, by holy warer,by rin- 
ging of Bclics, &c, and {ſuch like yanities. 
It is evident that theſe men did never yet 
ſuffticientlic know,ctther their own weak- 
nes , or the Devills power : againſt the 
which by the Apoſtle 1n the place aforcſaid 
ro the Epheſians, itis manifeſt, that no 
man is able ro ſtand faſt, who is not armed 
and made ſtrong by the power of Gods 
mighr, Itis moſt certaine,that Angellsare 
not able to Keepe vs, If God did withdraw 
his ſtrength from vs. And therefore doth 
David ihew vs, that only the man who 
ewellethinthe ſecret of rhe moſt high , & 
avideth in the ſhadow of the Almightze, 
15ina ſecureeſtare, that he needeth nor to 
be affrayd , neither of the feare of the 
niohr,norof che arrow that flyeth by day: 
nor of the peſtilerce thar walketh in the 
darknes,nor of the plague that deſtroyerh 
at noone day. He $hall walke vpon the 
Lyonand Aſpe: the yong Lyon and the 
Dragon shall he tread vnderfoote, becauſe 
the Lord willdeliver him from the ſnare 


of 
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of the hunter, and from the noyſome pe- 
ſtilence, and will ſuffer none evill ro come 
ncare him: for he 1s with him in trouble 
rodeliver himand to glorifge him. There - 
fore may all the children of God boldly 
boaſt with the Apoſtle, of their ſecuritie, 
that no Devill,nor other acculer dare lay 
anie thing to their charge : ſecing God 
doth iuſtifhe them, no creature norPrince, 
nor power ſhalbe able rocondemne them, 
for whom Chriſt hath died, for whom he 
is riſen, and for whom at the right hande 
of the Father hee maketh interceſlion. 

None ſhalbe able ro ſeparare them from 
the love of Chriſt ; no not tribulatt- 
on, nor anguiſh, nor perſecution,jnor fa- 
mine, nor nakednes, nor perill, nor ſword: 
in all which things, faieth the Apoſtle,we 
are more then conquerors. Bur how ?nor 
by our owne might, nor by the mighr-of 
Argells, orany other creatures, but tho- 
rough him that loved vs: and therefore in 
the gloriation of faith, docth he defie all 
Principalitics and powers, and Angells, & 
lifeand death, thinges preſent, thinges ro 
come: highnes, deepnes,and all creatures, 
becauſe he is perſuaderth, thatnone of the 
is able to ſeperate him from the love of 
God which 1s in Chrift leſus our Lord, For 
if God bee on our (ide, who can be againft 
vs? the power of God keepeth vs, againſt 
which no power 1s ableto ftande. The laſt 
vic of this is,ro make vs afraid of ſinne, & 


of the power of it, ſince no power of the 


H world 


GolJs porw- 
ers practi- 
ſed by faith. 
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wor'd's able to keepe vs trom the power 


ot ſinne and tentations of the Devill, of 


the fleſh,and of the world,cxcept only the 
power of God him ſelf: and therf6?Fz rhey 
are wonderfullic deccyved, that thinke tt 
ſtandeth in mans owne power and in the 
ſtrenyth of his owne will, to preſerve mm 
ſelfe from ſinne, and to kcepe him ſelfe in 
well doing. Let vs Icarnc to flic vio God, 
as Our onely keeper, who by his ow ne po- 
wer defcndeth vs from all our encmics, 
Nowe fol'\vwcth the mcane or middes, 
whereby this power of God is exer: 1{ed & 
practiſed in keeping of vs, and that 1s faith 
ſaith rhe Apcſtle. Who arc kept, ſaith he, 
by the power of God through faith. So ie 
is faith 1n and throw which the power of 
God kceepeth vs. There be manie midles 
and mcanes in and by which the Lord vr- 
tercth his power in preſervation of his 
creatures from bodilic & remporall daun- 
ecrs.and keeping of them inthe itrength, 
and cenioying of this preſent life: he vſerh 
his creatures for nouriſhing vs in this 
morrtall life: He emploveth divers meancs 
for our deliverance from ficknes and 0- 
ther troubles, as Medecine, and ſuch like 
worldlic hclpes. And he manifcſtcrth his 
power in the governement of thinges in 
the creatures, both heavenlic and carthe 
lie, In all which it may be iuſtlic ſaid, thar 
God by his power doth keepec all things in 
che life, ſtare and condition wherein he 
putteth them: but none of al theſe meanes 
doe 
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doe ferve to kcepe vs from fpirituall enj- 
mies vnto etcrnall life: there is another 
mecane whereby God vtrereth his power, 
and cxerciſeth it in v$to keepe vs from c- 
ternall death vnto ſalvation, and that 1s 
faith, en Be chat the pony 
writing to the Epheſians, prayeth to God , 
| Hs ab he eyes of their vnderſtan- EpRhe. 1,190 
| ding might be opened, to knowe what is 

the exceeding greatnes of his power to- 
 wardsvs which belceve according to rhe 


that Other work, becauſe it muſt be greater that 
gin Tk Chriſt the head of all power in 


- —_ —_—_ "—_ 


working of his mightic power which he 

wrought in Chriſt, whe he raiſeqhim fr6 

the dead,to teach vs,thatGod vttercth his 

| power & praiſes it in his childre to falva- . 
tion, by faith, And that this powet which 
he excrciſeth in vs that beleceve, is a more 

| ſtrong power then any that everGod vtre- 

' Ted or manifeſted in ame other of his 

workes,cither in creating all things of no. 

thing, or yet in governing or preſerving 

all things created, For the power & mighe 

which he imployeth to our preſervati- 

on who beleeve, is that ſame power and 

ftrengcth whiche hee wrought in rayſinge 

Chriſt from the dead, bps in glorifyin 

him, and making him the head of al 

Principalitie & Power, andgiving him ta 

be 7 head of his church. Which we in grea- 

fer meaſurethEever it was vtrercd in any 


ſubdewing all things vnder his feete, then 
that power which made all other powers. 


Colol,2. 12 
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Sccing the power of, Chrilt given him by 
the Father,over all Thrones and Domini- 
ons, over Devills and Angclls, and tinne 
and death,is greater then ail other powers 
which is ſubdued vnder his feer. Therefore 
the Apoſtle ſpeaking of this power of God 
towards vs that belceve,laith, That it 15 ac- 
cording to the working of the ſtrength of | 


Fn es... in... 


his power,as though God never hadexer- 


ciſed the ſtrength of his power, in the 
ſtrength thereof, bur i'm Chriſt our head,& | 
in vs that belceve, And therefore alſo our 


faith whereby this power of God is excr- 


ciſed in vs, beth in quickning and rayling | 
vs from the dead with Chriſt, and in pre- 

ſerving vs, 15called by the Apoſtle ro the 
Coloſhans, The faith of the operation of God : or | 


rather, of the effetuall workmg of God. In the | 


which place the Apoſtle ihewerh plainhe, } 
that it1is through this faith of the operand 
of God, that God doth raiſe vs from the . 
dead,as he did Chriſt, Letting vs knowe, 
that as it is the power of God onely, that is 
able ro worke theſe things in vs that con» 
cerne cternall life: ſo this power is never 
performed, nor practiſed in vs, but throw - 
faith. For this cauſe is it that theApoftle to 
the Philippians, declaring to vs how wee 
muſt tight, and with what armour againſt 
all renrations and perſecutions, he þ1ddeth 
vs hight rogithcr through the faith of the. 
Goſpcll. And che Apoſile Peter, teaching 

vs how te rel1ſt our adverſaric the Devill, 
willeth vs to Reſiſt him by EE - of | 
aith, 
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faith, And al this is to declare vnto vs, that 
there is no ſuretje, nor ſure keeping of vs 
again(t the Devil,the world,and (finne, bur 
by faith onely : according to that which 


Iohn in his firſt epiſtle reacheth vs, This s+ | Toh 5.4.5 


that Victerie , that overcometh this world, een our 


faith. For who 1s it that overcommeth this 


world, bur he which beleeveth that leſus is 
that ſonne of God. And the Apoſtle to the 
Epheſians cap.6, verſ(. (6, knowing that our 
chick ſtrength ſtadeth in our faith, biddeth 
vs above all other partes of our ſpirituall 
armour, 7s 14be the ſhield of faith, wherewith wee 
may quenche gll the firie dartes of the wicked, And 


Chriſt when hee declareth vnto his Diſci- 


ples,that Sathan had deſired to winow the Lucc22.3 te 


as wheat,he ſaith to Peter : but habe prayed 


| for thee, that thy fauth faile wor. Hereby (hew- 


_— 


ing,that howſocver the Devill aſſault vs,& 
buffer vs, yet in none of our {lydings obrai 
neth he a full victorie, ſo long as our faith 
faileth not : and that in the ſure continu- 
ance of our faith, ſttideth Qurſure keeping 
from all the Devills (ifring and winowing 
of vs. Hereby it is manifeſt, that they 
which never beleved, had never proofe of 
the ſaving power of Gad, and that they 
whoſe faith is nothing powerful in opera- 
tion againft Sathan, and ſinne, never had 
anierrue faith: but as Iames ſaicth, Ther 


faith 15 nothing but a dead faith. For they who 


truely beleeve, doe finde in them ſelves a 
power effe&uall, whereby they art made 


- ableto fight againſt all Principalittes and 


ES 
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ſalvation, 
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ſpirituall wickedneſſes :and not only to 
fight, buralſo to overcome them. So that 
evenit 15a wonder to the Sainres them- 
ſelves, who knowe their weacknes naturall, 


that they ihold be fo ſtregthned by grace, - 


that nothing 1s able tO overcome them, 
The vie of all this15,to teach vs,that abous 
ail rhings, we ſhould pray ro God,to ſtreg- 
thcn our faith, and to preſerve it, that it 
faylc not. For according to the mealure of 
our faith, ſo is the mcature of our ſtrEgth: 
and according as we continewW in faith, fo 
doth our ſtrength continue with vs. As b 

the c6trarie,our faith fayling,our ſtrengr 

failech vs. Therefore was it that Peter, al- 
beir he receyved a great foyle from the 
Devill in denying his Lord, yer did heat 


Tength overcome the Devill, becauſe hig 


fairh failed not, though hee failed in con- 
felon. The [piritof God in the t1.Chap- 
tcr to the Hebrewes ſheweth that what- 
ſocver the Saintes were able to docor ſuf- 
fer for the glory of God,it was by faith : & 
thcrefore 1s it no wonder, although the 
w:cked be overcome with every tentarion, 
to luit, codrunkenes, to chambering, to 
wantonnes, pryde and covetoutfnes, &c, 


ſceing the power of God, by which theſe 
things only can be overcome, 1s not in the, 
they being withour faich. 


Now have we to ſpeak of the end wher- 


-to we arekept,that is, ſaith the Apoſtle, 6#- 
to /alb=twon,as we (aid before of the keeping 


wo 


—— 
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of ourlitc: T hac it were nocomfort to vs, 
except it were kvpr for vs, So likewife of 
vs, It were no matter of toy to vs, that wee 
arckcpt,ificwerenot to ſalvation that we 
are kept. Fur God duth keepe the very De- 
villsin chaincs vnder darknes. But where- 
to, vrtothc condemnation of the great 
day,faycih ide, Even ſoalfo doeth he pre- 
ſerve the wicked from many evills in this 
Iyfe,butall chat keeping 15 no comfort, ſee- 
ing they are kept a3 beaſtes for the flaugh- 
ter, vn!:o tne day of wrath, and manifeſta= 
tion of the 1yſt indgement of God. But 
here is the comfort of the Saints, that God 
keepeth chem vnto ſalvation, becagſec he 
keepeth them by his power , through 
faith. And this alſo ſervcth ro confirme 
vs in the aſſurance of inioying this lyfe, 
becauſe it is both for vs that the Lord 
keepeth it;and it 1s vnto vs that hee kee- 
peth vs. Tharit 1s 1mpofſible ro fruſtrate vs 
of ir, though all rhe world ſhould bee a- 
eaintt vs. That ſame which the Apoſtle 
before did call, 4 {vely bope, and an mbert- 
tance mmortall, 2c that ſame doth heecall 
nowe, /#./.::42; to teach vs, that our in- 
heritance 1s ſalvation, and that ſalvation 
is our inheritance, For no man can bee 
Gods heire, but he muſt 1inherire life: and 
none can inherite lyfe, but hee nuſt bee 
the heire of GOD, and Coheire with 
Chriſt. This for the ſurety of this lyfe, re 
the hope wherof the Lord our God beget- 
Lcth vs, | 0 | 
H 4 Now, 
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Salvation 15 


now Pre- 


pared, 


Heb.9.10. 
11. 
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Now the laſt poynt 1s, coccrning the ma- 
nifeltation of this ſalvation. Touching the 
which there is three things tro be marked, 
Firſt, that this ſalvation 1s alrcadie prepa- 
red.Sccodlic,thar it is to be les, And 
thirdlic, the time of the revealing of it, is 
the laſt day. Tocome to the firlt, it. 1s not 
ro be thought that our ſalvation 1s nor yet 
readie, although we bc nor yet 1n poſleflis 
of it. Indeed before the coming of Chrift 
in the fle{h1,ſfalvati6 was not prepared, nor 
made readic for vs.ForChriſt was the high 
Prieſt of good things ro come, & his time 
15 called rhe trme of Reformation : for the way 
tro the moſt holy place was not yer ope- 
ned, Whyle as yet the firſt tabernacle was 
ftanding,ncither was that ſacrifice offcred 
that doth purge our c6\ciences from dead 
workes,to ſcrve the living God, and where 
by eternall redemption is purchaſed.Nei-, 
ther was our forertiner entred in before vs 
into the heavens for vs,to prepare a placs 
for vs,in purifying the MEI things 
themſelves with his owne ſacrifice , For 
the Lawe had but the ſhadow of good 
things to come, and not the veric [mage 
of ihe things. But nowe ſince our Paſſco- 
ver is offered, and our Advocatentred into 
the heavens,and crowned with gloric and 
honour in the fleſh, ſo raking poſſeſſion in 
his very manhood,of this inheritance 1m- 
morialt, vndefiled, and which withereth 


. not. Now, ſay, ſaluation is made readic, 


Neither is it holden back from vs, nor we 
from 


&> 
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from it, becauſcir is not yer prepared, bur 
becauſe the time 15 not yer come in the 
which we muſt receyve it, For as the Fa- 
thers received not the promiſe,God provi- 
ding a better thing foc vs, that they with- 394% 
out vs (ſhould not be made perfite, even ſo 
now,werecceive not the inheritance pre- 
parcd, God providing a better thing for 
the Saints,yet to be burne vnto the end of 
the world, that we wichour thein ſhould 
not be made perhite. For they receyved nor 
by Meſes the promiſed Meſhas, leaſt they 
only thould have bin ſaved & not the Ge- 
tiles allo, Therefore did he not come vnto 
the end of that diſpenſation,ar which time 
the Gentiles alſo were to bee called, God 
perſuading /@pherto dwell in the tentes of 
Sem: even io now though Chriſt be made 
alightrothe Gerilesalwel as to the Iewes: 
and ſalvatio vnto the endes of the world, 
& that he hath alrcadie finiſhed the works: 
and purchaſcd ſalvation, yet doe we nor 
receive it vntillall thoſe for who it 1s pre- 
ee made readie aſwell as we. In the 

evelation, the ſoules of them which are 
killed for the word of God, and for the te- 
timonic which they mainteyned, when 
they cried with a loude voyce,ſaying : How 
long Lord which rt holy and true, doef? mot thou 
tadge and aVenge onr bload on them that dwell on 
the eerth? lt was an{wered to them, That they 
ſpowld ref? for a little [caſon, Gxrill their fellow ſer- 
Vaunts and their brethren, that ſbowuld be killed eves 
« they, were fulfilled , For both the full ven- 
geance 


Heb.1 1, 


Revel 6.10 
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geance of the wicked, and full glartficati- 
on and redemption of the Saints, is delay» 
ed vntill the number, both of the wicked 
and redeemed, bee fulfilled. This {crveth 
to comfort vs, whe we know that our ſal- 
vation 15 not nowto be prepared, & to be 
purchaledas yet, but that it 1g readic avd 
prepared alrcady: So that, if we were rea- 
dy for 1t,1t1s ready for vs. There 1s noletrt 
therefore in our ſalvation, why we enioy 
itnor, for it is ready prepared, even as a 
bryd ready for her bridgrome, but we are 
not yct readic, becauſe we wante yet a nit- 
ber of choſe with whom we muſt enioy ir, 
& who with vs muſt entoy 1t, For 1t 15 not 
kept for me alone, nor for vs of this age a- 
lone,or for vs of this or that Natio alvune, 
bur it 15 kept for vs al who belong to leſus 
Chriſt, as members of his bodice : which 
muſt bee complereMand accompliſhed in 
all the members, nor one wanting, before 
It put on the glorie of the head, Next faith 
the Apoſtle, /r i prepared to be revealed or ſhe- 
wed, This yet ſerveth ro increaſe our 10y, le 


- was doubtles a forcible argument, that 


Salvation 
shalhbe revea 
led, 


Fohn 1 4-2- 


Chrilt vſed, to eaſe the hearts of the Apo- 
{tles, and ſertle them from the griefe and 
trouble conceaved at the newcs of his de- 
parting from them, when hee toldethem, 
Trst he d;4 goe toprepare 4 place for them : but it 
doubled thcir 1oye, when he added,7 har ho 
would come agame, and recerve theme vnuto him ſelf, 
thatwhere he 11, they might be alſo. So doubtles 1t 
is with vs,It is no (mal matter of Conſola- 
£10n, 


——_ - -” 


I wa . 


- Aa 4a Swed ci a  ao<w aud 


| of the Saints hope, 123 

tion, wheh we Know that falvation is pre- 

___ parcdforvs by leſusChriſt in the heavens: 

oo ic docth much more glad our heartes, 
when it is tolde vs that this ſalvation of 
ours, which now is hid trom our cycs,shal- 
be Shewed to vs, that wee may ſee it with 
our eyes.S,»meez With althcreſtofthe faith- 

| full,rcioyced in the promiſe made to them 

| of the Meſlias. But Simeon had this mors 

then thereſt,that he had this promiſe, thar 
hee should not ſce death, before hee had 
ſeenc the annoynted of the Lord:& there- 
fore as all did die with toy ſufficient in the 
pron of his comming, yec Simeon be= 
oved to have more 10y in his death, when 
he laid :.Lord now lerteſt thou thy ſerbaunt depart 
am peace, according to thy worde : For my eyes habe 
ſeenc thy ſal$ation. No (urely, it were no come 
fort to vsto know that there is ſalvation. 
in the heavens, if we were ſecluded for e- 
ver from ſeeing that ſalvation:yea it were 
berter for the wicked never to hayc known 
there were a God : yea that there were nor — 
a God at all, then to be banished from the - 
Ts of that God forever,as they $hall 
- 
The vic hereof is, to comforrvs againſt 

| the preſent longinge and earneſt defirs 
wee haveof the {1ght of God, and of our 
Saviour, and of that glory , whyle wee 

' ſighe. Deſiriog co bee clothed with our © Cor. $.2e 
houſe wkich 1s from heaven: even that we | 
know thar our life which is now hid with 


Chriſt in God, shall once bee a - 
IF "Ws 
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ſhalbe re* 
vealed at 
the com- 
ming of 


Chullt, 


824 Theexcell. and infalliblenes 


For during this life, neither are we ſeene 
tothe world the children of God : neither 
15 our {alvati@n {cencof vs. For as lohn 
laith, Though now we bee the children of 
God,yct it Þ not made manifeſt, what wee 
(halbe, bur when Chrilt which 1s our life 
ſhal appeare,the ihal we alſo appeare with 
him in gloric. And therefore 1s 1t, that the 
fervent defireof the creature wayreth whe 
the ſonnes of God (halbc revealed. And 
we our {elves arc [aid to be laved by hope, 
and that for this cauſe wee doe fighe and 
groane 1n our ſelves, wairing for the adop- 
ri0n,cven the redemption of our bodice. 
Now the time when our ſalvation $shalbe 
Shewcd, is, the laſt time. For ſo long as 
hrilt is hid, ſo long muſt our ſalvation be 
hid: fer without him, it can never be lecn, 
for he is our ſalvation : and therefore ſee - 
ing Chriſt is not ro be ſeene againe vnrill 
the laſt time,our life ci not be ſeene vnrill 
thattime. This is the cauſc rhat the Saints 
doe cric with a moſt carneſt deſire ; Come 
Lord leſws, come: and that that day, which is 
the lait of al days, may come, becauſe they 
know their life ci not be revealed till that 
day. This day of all dayes is the moſt lon- 
ged for by the godlic:and of all dayes leaſt 
deſired or wished of the worlde. I he rca- 
ſon 15evident, The godlie doc know that 
that bringeth rothem the end of all miſc- 
rie, and eyerlaſting ioye : whereas to the 
wicked it bringeth an end of al their flesh 
lie pleaſures aud werldlic det 
they 
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they dig put their felicitic,and doth begin 
thcir endles damnation, I hereforc would 
they wilh it never came: yo corrarie 1s the 
delire of Gods children ro the di fire of the 
wicked, For ther ihalbc two things in that 
day revealed that never were ſeen before, 
that 1s, the ſalyation of the elcCt, and the 
vengeance prepared four the wicked . lr is 
truc in deed that God ſhewerth his ſalvari- 


 on,cven in this world,in all the dculiveran- 


ces of his children, like as hee (hc weth his 
vengeance inal plagues powred vpon the 
wicked:burwe muſt diſtinguish berwixtal 


ſalvatio enioyed in this life, &rhat falvati>. 


on which is to be manifeſted in} commg 
of Chriſt: and betwixt all tudgements in 
this life, & that tudgement that shalbe re- 
vealed in the appearing of the Lord in fla- 
ming fire, For neither 1s the firſt thar full 
fruit of Gods mercie purchaſed by Chriſt, 
neither 1s the other the 1uſt recopence of 
Gods luſticc to the wicked. And therefore 
is1t mn the ſcript.that the life of the Saints, 
is ſaid robe hid ynull the laſt time:and the 
wrath of God and his luſtice to be hid vn- 
to the day of wrath, and manifeſtacion of 
rhe 1u{t rudgement of God, For tnat day 1s 
the day both of the manifeſtation of Gods 
1ſt indgement, and of chis riches of his 
mercice, This reacheth vsto have patience 
in this preſent life: alchough our codition 
in Chriſt be not knowen of the world, nor 
we accompred of, as the children of God: 
aithough here we be cſtecmecd the offfcou- 

rings 


Rom,2 »Ta 
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rings ofthe worlde, and the contempt of 
men, for oureſtate is not yet manifeſted. 
As likewiſe it teacheth vs ro rcioyce, the 
morencare the day of Gods 1udge ment be: 
becauſe our redemption is the nearer. Yea 
this maketh that the godlic do more glad. | 
lie depart out of this life, then ro remaine 
in it, Whereas the wicked cſteemeth it a 
hell ro ſpeak to them either of death, or of | 
Chriſtes comming againe to idge the 
world, Happie ts « # man that is begotten | 
to this livelic hope, for he tindeth whar 
comfort is in both: while as the wicked | 
ſhall wiſthe chat the mountavnes might fall 
vpon them, and thecarth open and ſwal- } 
low them, rather then they ſhould ſeethe | 
day of Chriſtes appearing. But let vs 
who beleeve and knowes that aur 
life and ſalvation commeth 
with Chriſt, Ler vs [ 
ſay with all our 
hearts pray 
Lord Jeſus come, come Lord Ieſus | 
come, even fo bee it, | 
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